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CITY LIGHTS AND MCSWEENEY'S CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARIES 
AND CONTINUE TO FIND ROOM ON THE SHELF. 


By onaihan Tiifes 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS - MUSIC DIRECTOR 








LIGHT UP YOUR SEASON this winter at the San Francisco Symphony. With 
the clink of a glass, toast to the magic of the holidays and celebrate the music 


sure to light up your night. ‘Tis the season to shine. 


BURT BACHARACH 
WITH THE SFS 

FRI DEC 13 8PM 

SAT DEC 14 8:30PM 


CHRIS BOTTI witH THE sFs 
WED DEC 47:30PM 
THU DEC 57:30PM 


SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN— 
FILM WITH THE SFS 

FRI DEC 6 7:30PM 

SAT DEC 77:30PM 


PETER AND THE WOLF 
WITH JOHN LITHGOW 
SAT DEC 14 1PM + 4PM 


PRESERVATION 
HALL JAZZ BAND: 
A CREOLE CHRISTMAS 
SUN DEC 15 8PM 


DECK THE HALL 
SUN DEC 8 11AM- 3PM 


MARIACHI SOL DE 
MEXICO® DE JOSE 
HERNANDEZ 
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WINANS, MELISSA MANCHESTER, 
AND RUBEN STUDDARD 

MON DEC 16 8PM 

TUE DEC 17 8PM 

WED DEC 18 8PM 


DIANNE REEVES 
WITH THE SFS 
WED DEC 11 7:30PM 


OZOMATLI witH THE SFS 
THU DEC 12 7:30PM 


SFSYMPHONY.ORG/HOLIDAY (415) 864-6000 


HANDEL’S MESSIAH 
THU DEC 19 8PM 
FRI DEC 20 8PM 
SAT DEC 21 8PM 


ALL IS BRIGHT 

WITH THE SFS: A CHRISTMAS 
MATINEE WITH THE SNOWMAN 
FRI DEC 20 2PM 

SAT DEC 212PM 


"TWAS THE NIGHT 
SUN DEC 22 4PM 
MON DEC 23 8PM 
TUE DEC 24 11AM 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
MASQUERADE BALL 
TUE DEC 319PM 

DOORS OPEN AT 8PM 


Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. *Subject to availability. 


BOX OFFICE HOURS Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts WALK uP Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 
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UBER ALLES 


Rideshares provide 
unparalleled convenience 
— until they don’t. And then 
you're on your own. 


By Joe Eskenazi 
PAGE & 


ACITY OF TWO TALES 


San Francisco's great and small 
publishing houses celebrate 
anniversaries, and continue to 
findroom on the shelf. 

By Jonathan Kiefer 
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“Yes, If someone Is anonymously leaving huge tips, by all means expose his 
identity so he'll stop.” 


NICOLE M. COMMENTING ON “MYSTERY BIG TIPPER’S IDENTITY (MAYBE) REVEALED" 


ET Lerrers 


SHADES OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 


The colors of city houses have a 
wide range: What you are missing is 
the depressing trend toward shades 
of grey [“Shades of the Past,” Joe Es- 


kenazi, Your Humble Narrator, 12/4]. 


Witness for example, the recent de 








facto demolition and reconstruction 
of the black house on Castro between 
29th Street and Valley. And that was 
after torturing the tony Upper Valley 
neighborhood with six months of 
jackhammers. I like Mediterranean 
colors and shades of green. 


sfreptile 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY.COM/SLIDESHOW.: 
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Visiting Fisherman's Wharf, Like a Local 
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BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Reader hopes the changes at 
Cafe Du Nord aren't too drastic: 
[I hope] they keep live music at Cafe 
Du Nord [“New Ownership, Renova- 
tions Coming to Cafe Du Nord — Fu- 
ture of Live Music Unclear,” Ian S. 
Port, All Shook Down, 12/4]. Itisa 
great venue for one of the country’s 
most vibrant Americana, country, 
and bluegrass scenes (second only to 
perhaps Austin). It also has been a 
great place to see some of the best in- 
die folk and singer/songwriters. It’s a 
great location, near many Muni stops 
and right in the middle of the Haight 
and the Mission, and is one of the 
best live music venues in the City. 


joyce_bd 


Let the anonymous tipper stay 
anonymous: Yes, if someone is 
anonymously leaving huge tips, by all 
means expose his identity so he'll 
stop [“Mystery Big Tipper’s Identity 
(Maybe) Revealed,” Anna Roth, 
SFoodie, 12/4]. Heaven forbid servers 





get a little unexpected Xmas cheer. 
I shake my head at the stupidity. 
Nicole M. 


Bring the therapy dogs to who 
really needs them: Instead of using 
animal therapy on people who can 
afford to travel — and subsequently 
afford a massage etc. — during the 
holidays, SFO could bring this pro- 
gram to people who are stressed and 
struggling with financial, job, and 
health issues all over the Bay Area 
this holiday season [“SFO Calls on 
Therapy Dogs to Help Stressed Out 
Travelers This Holiday Season,” Erin 
Sherbert, the Snitch, 12/3]. Not as 
fun, but definitely more important. 
LoriF. 


LETTERS POLICY 


Thinking of the other unsung 
heroes of the early, gay 

rights’ movement: I agree with 
Juan De Anda’s commentary about 
those one-man-armies of unsung 
heroes that helped make it possible 
for Harvey Milk to be elected, 

and make San Francisco the center 
of the gay rights movement 
(“Throwback Thursday: Harvey 
Milk Assassination: Nov. 27, 1978,” 
Juan De Anda, the Exhibitionist, 
11/28]. For many years there have 
been nameless heroes who were in 
the front line of the movement, 
and I counted both Harvey Milk 
and Mayor Moscone as friends. 
jerrypritkin 


We welcome letters to the editor via mail, e-mail, or fax. Letters may be edited for length and clarity, 
and must include your name, address, and daytime phone number (for confirmation only). We prefer 
letters intended for publication to be 250 to 350 words in length. 


MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 
225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: ///-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Crap Advertising 





The city launches acampaign to teach us what a sewer is. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


Spotting ads for the sewer 


system on the side of a Muni bus is jar- 


ring: Simply put, what’s the need to ad- 


vertise the presence of the city’s sewer 
system? 

Is this a plea from Muni for pas- 
sengers to ease up on its seats and 
flooring? Do we have options with 
regards to where our toilets flow? Is 
there a cool, privatized sewer line we 
could be using instead? 

The answers are “no,” “no,” 
and “the disruptive economy 
doesn’t do so well with 
infrastructure.” 

Rather, the impetus 
for the $65,000 Public 
Utilities Commission ad 
campaign — which features 
noisome puns voiced by an 
anthropomorphic sewer, such 
as “Your #2 is my #1” and 
“Nobody deals with more 
crap than I do” — is coun- 
terintuitive. “We want 
everyone to have a voice 
in the future of our sewer 
system,” says PUC spokes- 
man Tyrone Jue. 

Most people are happy 
enough that sewer systems 
merely exist to whisk away 
waste — their overtly stated 
goal for the past 3,000 years and 
change. But, in San Francisco, public 
participation knows no bounds. As 
the PUC prepares to spend billions 
in bond money upgrading the sys- 
tem and its treatment facilities, 

Jue says public input is desired on 
how that money should be directed. 


29 6 


Rather than building walls around fu- 
ture sewage plants, which make peo- 
ple feel unwelcome, perhaps “we can 
open parts of it. We want 
i 


people to be proud of 
Z 










the fact this is a sewage 
treatment plant. Most 
people just think there’s 

a smell coming out of 

that plant. We want 

you to know what it is 
behind the walls that 
causes that smell.” 
Most people could 
likely guess the source of 
that smell. If being granted 
more access to the source of a 
horrid fecal odor sounds subop- 
timal, perhaps the PUC needs to hear 
your voice regarding that, too. 
Any additional pride in San 
Francisco’s sewer system brought 
about by this punny campaign isn’t 
being felt by non-English-speakers, 
incidentally. A straightforward ad 
reading “You can’t live a day without 
me” was translated into Chinese and 
Spanish. The two jokey bits above 
were not, due to “cultural sensitivi- 
ties.” The term “No. 2” doesn’t quite 
translate into other languag- 

es (though it is used 

in Hong Kong much 

as it is here). And, 

in both Spanish and 
Chinese, there isn’t a 

word like “crap” with 

the unique double meaning 
of “unwanted, bothersome things” 

and “feces.” 

Toilet humor, like toilets them- 
selves, must have an American 
standard. 
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The Apple 
of Beef 


Big business Is 
welcome, but it must 
not come with fries. 


Acolytes of an older, 
mom-and-pop-driven mid-Mar- 
ket retail corridor are railing 
against the latest business to colo- 
nize prime real estate at the Ninth 
Street intersection, using its vast 
cash reserves to curry favor with 
the landlord, override zoning con- 
trols, and displace a small vegetar- 
ian restaurant. Its business model 
is disruptive, but unlike with 
other business giants in the area, 
even the politicians and pro-de- 
velopment evangelists balked 
when the company made its first 
power play: Tenderloin housing 
czar Randy Shaw dubbed it a “ter- 
rible deal for mid-Market”; Super- 
visor Jane Kim introduced new 
conditional-use permits to deter 
the San Bernadino-born giant, 
whose assets were worth more 
than $35 billion as of last year. 
Still, this company promises 
to bring job opportunities to 
the innovation economy in 
San Francisco, albeit on a wage 
scale lower than the average 
start-up. (Most of its 1.8 million 
employees earn minimum 
wage.) While not vertically 
integrated, it has a tight grip on 
its supply chain, and an instantly 
recognizable brand insignia 
— one as easy to draw as, and 
not that different from, a pink 
mustache. Not to mention its 
employees frequently interface 
with the public, even if they 
use company jargon and arrive 
to work wearing the same 
uniforms. So the city may want 
big business in the corridor, but 
not when the killer app is a Big 
Mac. Rachel Swan 














Paving Itself 
Into a Corner 


The city’s venerable 
asphalt plant takes its 
road onthe road. 


Are you looking to score a 
massive hunk of furnished San Fran- 
cisco land for a rock-bottom price? 
Well, it’s located at Jerrold and Quint 
— still interested? Also, it’s a decom- 
missioned asphalt plant. And, once 
you buy it, you're responsible for dis- 


mantling it, London Bridge-style, and 


hauling it off to parts unknown. And 
the man handling the auction de- 
scribes the item in question as “obso- 
lete in many respects” and “what we 
call ‘labor intensive,” a purchase that 
will “require a lot of money in just 
taking it apart.” 

Sounds a bit like a’65 Corvair. 
But, if you will it, it is no dream. 

And your dream obsolete city- 
owned, secondhand asphalt plant is 
there for the taking, come Dec. 17, 
via a live auction. The plant, notes 
1st Capitol Auction of Vallejo, will 
be sold “as is” — and, sadly, there 
is no warranty. Still, “silos don’t go 
bad. Conveyor belts don’t go bad,” 


says Brian McKissack, the auction 
house’s general manager. Other 
portions of the plant, he concedes, 
do go bad — or at least bad enough 
to potentially not engender kindly 
relations with state emissions 
watchdogs. But, that’s okay. “There 
are plenty of experts who are 
looking at this,” says McKissack. 
And there’s no “minimum” on 
this auction, meaning you could, 
theoretically, obtain an asphalt plant 
for a song. But “we’re sure to get fair 
market value.” 

That’s not what the city was 
getting out of the plant when it was 
shuttered in 2009. The 60-year- 


old facility was producing asphalt 
at 90 tons per hour, and cranking 
out around 400 tons per day on 
average. But it had become a white 
elephant: A ton of asphalt from the 
aging plant ran $115 to produce as 
compared to the $85 to procure the 
material on the open market. The 
city now spends even less: $76.50 
per ton to obtain asphalt from 
Brisbane or Redwood City. 

In the future, the city may 
invest in newfangled, eco-friendly 
asphalt technologies, which would 
allow old material to be ground up 
and repurposed into the streets 
of tomorrow. That would satiate 


the city’s green desires — and, 
naturally, cost a lot of green. When 
asked for a prospective price tag, 
city officials declined to even 
venture a guess. 

That was the same outcome 
when they were queried how much 
the pending sale of the old plant 
might rake in. McKissack, however, 
was less shy: “I don’t think it’ll be 
millions of dollars,” he says. “We’ve 
auctioned off entire plants before. 

I forget what kind it was. They are 
not that unique.” 

Apparently, these things just sell 
themselves. It seems they may have 
to. J.E. 
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Ten Thousand-Year Stare 


Old Silicon Valley invented high-speed and now is trying to slow way down. 


By Rachel Swan 


Some of Stewart Brand’s 
ideas seem like a tough sell, but the 
75-year-old writer has no trouble 
pitching them. Lingering on the side- 
lines during a kickoff event for his 
“long-term” cultural institution, 

The Long Now, he expounded on the 
possibility of resuscitating wooly 
mammoths and passenger pigeons 
from scraps of DNA, of creating a 
“Manual of Civilization” with all the 
world’s most important books, of ar- 
chiving 1,500 different languages on a 
disc small enough to hold in your 
hand. Some of these projects have al- 
ready come to fruition, Brand says, 
and others are well within the realm 
of possibility — there’s plenty of habi- 
tat up north for the mammoths; 
there’s ample space for the library. 
The big challenge now is to inculcate a 
slower, more patient line of thinking 
in fast-paced San Francisco. 

Brand says he isn’t concerned 
about tomorrow; he measures time 
in 10,000-year increments. He’s 
part of an elder generation of Silicon 
Valley whose members helped 
facilitate the high-tech economy, 
but who are now using their wealth 
and resources as a salve against it. 
All over San Francisco, enlightened 
techies are building communes, eat- 
ing locally sourced food, and trading 
in digital currency. Many have fix- 
ated on the idea of creating a better 
landscape for their grandchildren. 
And great-grandchildren. And gen- 
erations beyond. 


In creating The Long Now, Brand 
spun that hackneyed notion into a 
lifestyle and a credo. He’s confident 
that other San Franciscans will get on 
board. He and other foundation mem- 
bers are building a small salon in Fort 
Mason, with a carefully curated li- 
brary and a bar to serve archaic cock- 
tails (including Prohibition-era syrups 
and centuries-old beers). They’ll fea- 
ture a sound installation from Brian 
Eno, ambient rock artist and Long 
Now board member, whose rumina- 
tions about fly-by-night life in Man- 
hattan inspired the foundation’s 
name. In an essay called “The Big Here 
and Long Now,’ Eno marvels at the 
contrast between New York, where he 
immigrated in 1978, and his native 
England. New York was cutthroat and 
immediate, he writes. “Enormous 
buildings came and went, careers rose 
and crashed in weeks.” 
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Contemporary San Francisco is 
even more extreme, perhaps best 
characterized by the anecdote about 
the man who pulled a gun ona 
crowded Muni train but went unno- 
ticed — because all the other pas- 
sengers were looking down at their 
smartphones. To people like Brand, 
that story encapsulates everything 
that’s currently wrong with urban 
society. Their idea is to create a safe 
harbor of sorts, where the city’s in- 
telligentsia can recoil from the city’s 
ascendant culture. 

“Civilization is roughly 10,000 
years old — so we're right in the 
middle of a 20,000-year cycle,” Brand 
says, squinting as an orange beam of 
sunlight slats through a window on 
the salon’s far wall. “And we have to 
think about the next 10,000 years 
the way we think about next week.” 

Long Now members take that 
adage literally. In the 1990s, they 
began designing what they hope 
will be the world’s first 10,000-year 
clock, a giant, mechanical timepiece 
built into the side of a mountain 
in west Texas. Hundreds of feet 
tall, it’s the foundation’s version of 
a perpetual-motion machine — a 


The Long Now Foundation 


Curious onlookers gather around 
a planetary display. 


transfixing maze of stainless steel 
gears and Geneva wheels, with 
chimes engineered to ring daily. 
They hope to ultimately build many 
such millennial clocks, including one 
in a mountainous region of eastern 
Nevada, nestled beneath a grove of 
5,000-year-old bristlecone pines. If 
each clock lasts twice as long as the 
oldest pine, the Long Now will have 
fulfilled its purpose. 

It’s perhaps no surprise that a 
vast swath of the city’s elite — and 
several newly minted tech-sphere 
billionaires — have signed on. Ama- 
zon CEO Jeff Bezos, who has earned 
a reputation of late for throwing 
money into quaint, anachronistic 
ventures like newspapers, donated 
$42 million for the 10,000-year 
clock. Social media entrepreneur 
Matt Mullenweg is one of the foun- 
dation’s principal donors. Tech pun- 
dit and forecaster Paul Saffer sits on 
the board. Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
digital media mogul Tim O'Reilly, 
foodie intellectual Michael Pollan, 
and “open source sex” columnist 
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Violet Blue have all delivered Long 
Now seminars. So many have been 
seduced by the concept of slower, 
protracted time that they’ve ren- 
dered it a social cause. In many sens- 
es, it’s older Silicon Valley’s rejection 
of younger Silicon Valley jingoism, a 
dogma that favors conservation over 
disruption, and urges people to tread 
carefully, rather than move fast and 
break things. 


Brand has long hewed to this 
philosophy, even when it wasn’t quite 
as radical — or rather, when it was rad- 
ical in a hipper sense of the word. After 
graduating from Stanford University 
in 1960, he joined the Merry Prank- 
sters, produced a psychedelic rock 
show called The Trips Festival, im- 
mersed himself in Native American In- 
dian reservations, persuaded NASA to 
release its first satellite images of the 
Earth, and created The Whole Earth 
Catalog, which featured tools, seeds, 
clothing, and other products for a sus- 
tainable lifestyle. The idea of slow, ho- 
listic, back-to-the-land-style living was 
au courant in San Francisco, where 
people sewed their own clothes, 
planted herb gardens in flower pots, 
and grazed on brown rice or yogurt be- 
fore the rest of the country caught on. 
Hippie counterculture allowed 
young people to slough off the con- 
servatism of their parents’ genera- 
tions, but it also paved the way for 
modern social media: In the 1980s, 
Brand converted his catalog into a 
primitive online community called 
The WELL (“Whole Earth ‘Lectronic 
Link”). In a sense, he helped steer 
the very technology that accelerated 
our lives, and now he’s reacting to it. 
“There’s this smooth connection 
from Whole Earth to The WELL,” 
Long Now spokesman Michael 
McElligott says, acknowledging 
that the transition to decamillenial 
thinking is a little more elusive. 
Brand launched The Long Now in 
1996 with computer engineer Dan- 
iel Hillis, another aspiring thought 
leader with a solid tech pedigree. 
(Hillis owns some of the key patents 
on “parallel processing,” the use of 
multiple computer engines to make 
programs run faster.) At that time, 
many of their cohorts from The 
WELL had gone on to be editors at 
Wired magazine; the Internet had 
already supplanted brick-and-mortar 
libraries as an information portal; 
and e-mail had obviated the need for 
old-school telephone switchboards. 


The last copies of the Whole Earth 
Catalog were sitting, unmolested, 
in the San Francisco Public Library. 
Already, paper catalogs had become 
a relic of the past; Amazon.com had 
launched two years before. 

By all appearances, the Long 
Now provided an escape from the 
“short now’ created by the Internet. 
But McElligott insists the two phe- 
nomena aren't at cross-purposes. “I 
think we have a lot of folks who were 
involved in technology from very 
early on, who also appreciate having a 
balance by looking at the other side,” 
he says. He adds that Bezos, the foun- 
dation’s foremost benefactor and For- 
tune 500 CEO, “actually runs his busi- 
ness based on long-term thinking.” 


Brand, who lives in Sausalito, 
never really cast off the free-wheeling, 
earthy spirit he had as a young man 
sponging the cultural practices of Na- 
tive Americans. He stood by serenely 
ona Thursday evening in September, 
when dozens of Long Now members 
gathered to create a floor plan for the 
new salon using cardboard. A table in 
the corner bore sandwich wedges, 
speared olives, and paper cups of wine; 
above it was a paper sign that applied 
long-term thinking to people slicing 
cardboard with box-cutters: “36 min- 
utes until the Next Accident.” 

A prototype of the 10,000-year 
clock stood idly in another corner, 
encased in bubble wrap. According to 
Brand, it contains limestone excavat- 
ed from the quarry on Mount Wash- 
ington, where the real clock is under 
construction. He plans to furnish the 
Salon with other artifacts as well, 
such as the 8-foot Orrery — a plan- 
etary display made of nickel-copper 
alloy and stainless steel. Upstairs, the 
Long Now staff will install shelves 
for a 3,500-book library, meant to 
serve as their Manual of Civilization 
writ small. “We’re evoking the whole 
apparatus,” Brand explains, gazing 
at the last sliver of sun as it smears 
a westward window. Outside, ships 
bob in the ink-blue twilight, and the 
bay spreads ever-outward like a long, 
rumpled tarmac. 

At present, the Long Now orga- 
nizers don’t have an opening date 
for their salon, or a definitive time- 
line for their 10,000-year clock, ora 
full index for their Manual of Civili- 
zation. Yet they seem unconcerned 
about deadlines. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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Uber Alles 





Rideshares provide unparalleled convenience — until they don't. And then you're on your own. 


No one is ever going to truly 
know just what transpired in that 
UberX vehicle between aggrieved pas- 
senger James Alva and equally indig- 
nant driver Daveea Whitmire. It’s a 
boozy, high-tech Rashomon, with both 
men offering utterly contradicting 
narratives of the ill-fated voyage, 
wholly exonerating themselves while 
wholly damning the other. 

Alva says his attempts to offer 
directions for the 0.7-mile voyage 
from a Castro bar to his Upper Mar- 
ket home launched Whitmire into 
a racist, homophobic tirade against 
“dirty Mexican faggots” before the 
driver twice swatted the iPhone out 
of Alva’s hands. Whitmire denies 
this, claiming instead Alva refused 
to disclose a destination, and be- 
littled him from the start. “He’s an 
evil dude,” Whitmire says. “I never 
touched the guy.” 

Per Uber’s computer-generated 
receipt, the entire ride lasted just 2 
minutes, 55 seconds. 

Both men unloaded their con- 
flicting tales onto the cops shortly 
after 2 a.m. on Nov. 24. The re- 
sponding officer generated an inci- 
dent report that reads like a page- 
long shrug. It does, however, reveal 
that Alva informed a 911 dispatcher 
he'd been “punched in the face,” but 
admitted to police he hadn't. That, 
along with the wildly contradicting 
narratives, led the cops to take no 
action. Alva and Whitmire went 
their separate ways, both fuming, 
and both clinging to their disparate 
versions of the truth. 

It was not an evening that lived 
up to Uber’s pledge of “safe, stylish, 
and convenient” transport. 


In just a few short years, Uber, 
along with its fellow app-based, so- 
called “rideshare” operations, has evis- 
cerated the taxi industry. San 
Francisco’s ascendant population has 
rapidly modified its migratory behav- 
ior: Those exiting bars and clubs are 
now wont to look down and punch on 
a smartphone rather than look up and 
hail a cab. 

For people who simply desire 
to get from here to there, this isn’t 
a bad thing. It’s hard to imagine a 
business model more ripe for dis- 
ruption than the taxi: The system 
manages to compound eons of cor- 
ruption, inefficiency, cronyism, and 
caked-on sleaziness with stultifying 
layers of overarching regulations. 
Uber et al. have stripped the gears 
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out of the archaic machine; it runs 
smoothly out of the device in the 
palm of your hand, a cutting-edge 
service for a cutting-edge city. 

And that’s all well and good. Until 
something goes wrong. And then 
you re on your own. 

Once the established components 
of the livery business have been dis- 
posed of, there’s nothing left to put 
back when the system falls apart. 
Not that Uber has any desire to do 
so. It and other companies adamant- 
ly disavow responsibility for mishaps 
befalling those who drive or ride in 
the cars bearing their imprimatur. 
Along with the rather fanciful no- 
tion that these billion-dollar entities 
are “rideshares” akin to the grab-a- 
spot-in-my car-when-I’m-goin’-to- 
L.A. public service announcements 
once featured on community radio 
stations, the industry boilerplate is 
that rideshares are merely high-tech 
platforms connecting riders and 
drivers, floating in an ethereal realm 
above the legal and regulatory fray. 

There is, however, a very low- 
tech gadget that would have neatly 
resolved Alva and Whitmire’s in- 
tractable recollections. A gadget, in 
fact, that has been mandated in San 
Francisco taxis since 2003. 

It’s called a camera. But Uber 
vehicles don’t come equipped with 
cameras — a decision spawning win- 
ners and losers. The winner is Uber. 

The losers are everyone else. 


It’s difficult to watch a screen 
split into fourths, with the 
quadrants displaying an inte- 
rior shot of a taxi, a view out 

the front window, a GPS 

map, and the vehicle’s speed. 

It’s even more difficult to 

watch what’s filmed. 

Images captured by these 
taxi cameras and viewed by 
your humble narrator include 
family after family rattling 
around the vehicle during acci- 
dents; hot beverages erupting 
onto sweaters post-impact; 
or a violent couple exchang- 
ing smacks, kicks, and 
nose-gouges. But the 
most ghastly footage 
of all is a little boy 
darting, with 
his back to 


traffic, in 


front of a cab, sailing through the 
air, and landing in a heap. Furious 
family members race into the street. 
The driver immediately calls 911. 

The video in question reveals 
that the cab was traveling at exactly 
25 mph — the speed limit — while 
the driver was looking forward with 
both hands placed on the wheel. The 
boy, who was not seriously injured, 
all but leaped in front of the car. 

A camera costs hundreds of dol- 
lars. But legal settlements cost many 
thousands, and legal judgments can 
run into the millions. 

Along with their app-based kin, 
Uber vehicles are camera-free zones. 
Any pedestrian or passenger wit- 
nessing a cabbie driving like Steve 
McQueen or engaging in other un- 
desirable behavior can 
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simply note the taxi’s number and 

the time of day, call 311, and the 

digital footage should find its way to 

a Municipal Transportation Author- 

ity inspector. But with Uber and its 

ilk, it’s your word against theirs. 
Simply put: Rashomon. 


When asked why Uber vehicles 
don’t come equipped with cameras, 
spokesman Andrew Noyes chalks it up 
to the company not owning the cars or 
employing the drivers. But when que- 
ried if Uber would contract with a 
third-party car service that didn’t 
equip its vehicles with seat belts, he 
replies in the negative. 

So why not require seat belts and 
cameras? “I don’t feel comfortable 
talking about that on the record,” 





b 
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Noyes says. “I don’t want to play 
that game.” He does say that Uber 
goes “to great lengths” to ensure the 
aforementioned “safe, stylish, and 
convenient” experience. 

And that seems to be working 
pretty damn well. Purported inter- 
nal documents last week leaked to 
Valleywag indicate the company 
is on track to rake in a prodigious 
$210 million in 2013 — nearly 70 
percent more than industry insiders 
optimistically predicted even earlier 
this year. 

Uber is, to put it mildly, filling 
a need. And it’s a genius business 
model: Like a friend with benefits, it 
reaps all of the fun, while distancing 
itself from the difficult and compli- 
cated elements of life. The company 
has long denied responsibility for 
unstylish, legally questionable driver 
behavior or unsafe, inconvenient ac- 

cidents. Past accusations of wrong- 
doing by Uber drivers have spurred 
convoluted messages; following 

allegations a Washington, D.C., 

driver attacked passengers, 
CEO Travis Kalanick in- 
formed the world via e-mail 
that it'd be ridiculous to 

“come away thinking 

we are responsible even 

when these things do go 

bad.” Uber’s terms of 
service explicitly eschew 
liability with regards to 
its third-party partner 
entities, such as the 
one that owns the Toy- 
ota Prius Whitmire was 
driving. 
If Uber sees itself 
as beyond legal re- 
proach — and all signs 
indicate it does — it’s 
hard to conceive of a 
reason for it to install 
a safety feature like a 
camera into its vehicles. 
If Alva is being truthful, 
a camera would have 
confirmed the antisocial 
and even criminal be- 
havior of an Uber driver. 
And if Whitmire is being 
truthful — well, what’s the 
point of investing dollar one to 
exonerate a man you re not legally 
responsible for? 
In Uber’s world, it’s Uber uber alles. 


Taxis are nearly as old as civilization 


itself — and some of the men operating 
boats-for-hire on the Nile 4,000 years 
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ago may yet still be on the waiting list to 
earn their medallions. 

The death struggle between “ride- 
shares” and conventional taxis is just 
the latest iteration of new technolo- 
gy undercutting the establishment. 
In 1623, London’s aquatic taxi oper- 
ators bemoaned the coachmen who 
“rob us of our livings and carry 500 
fares from us.” Alas, this was a battle 
that would sink the boatmen. As the 
land-based cabbies might have put 
it, thar be an appe forre thatte. 

By 1634, Britain’s King Charles I 
imposed regulations on the number 
of cabs rattling through city streets 
in the name of congestion and safe- 
ty. The business of determining just 
who could drive a cab soon descend- 
ed into an orgy of nepotism and 
graft. Four centuries down the road, 
that’s all still happening. 

Uber, Lyft, Sidecar, and the rest 
took a different approach. Instead 
of onerous regulations and a bro- 
ken system, they extolled the free 
market — and no system. And, like 
gambling, that works great — when 
you re winning. Yet passengers 
soaring through the windshield or 
treated poorly by a driver might ap- 
preciate knowing just who the hell 
is ultimately responsible. Drivers 
crunched between dump trucks or 
blackmailed by inebriated riders 
might appreciate the longstanding 
investigation and discipline pro- 
cess undertaken by city officials 
— whose work resides in the public 
record. 

Uber’s gaudy financial numbers 
don’t include the 14 bucks it refund- 
ed to Alva. And they also won’t in- 
clude much in the way of payments 
to Whitmire. After immediately 
suspending the driver, Noyes last 
week told us Whitmire was no longer 
employed by the town-car service 
partnering with Uber. This news 
hadn’t reached Whitmire, however. 
It was left for SF Weekly to inform 
him. He soon called back, claiming 
the partner entity (neither he nor 
Noyes would name it) told him he 
was, in fact, still on its roster. 

Confronted with this informa- 
tion, Noyes admits that, yes, the 
partner company hadn’t canned 
Whitmire. But, no matter — the 
spokesman says Whitmire will never 
drive for Uber again. 

In his brief career as an Uber 
driver, it’s clear that Whitmire never 
understood who, exactly, he was 
working for. But perhaps that was 
fitting. Why should he know more 
than anyone else? 


Historical material was gleaned from 
The Taxicab: An Urban Transportation 
Survivor, by Gorman Gilbert and Robert 


E. Samuels 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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CHEM TALES 


Paying for 
Change 


by Chris Roberts 


The drug legalization 
movement is in mourning. If the 
elected leaders of the free world listen 
only to the billionaires, marijuana re- 
form lost its loudest voice when Peter 
Lewis, chairman and retired CEO of 
Progressive Auto Insurance, died Nov. 
23 at the age of 80. 

Lewis was a latecomer to the won- 
ders of the magic plant — turning to 
it for pain half a lifetime ago at 39, 
decades before “medical marijuana” 
entered the lexicon — but became a 
total convert. He declared cannabis 
“better than scotch,” and over the 
last 20 years, he did more than any 
other one person to reverse the 
country’s drug policies. 

He wrote checks. Lots and lots of 
them. 

When medical marijuana’s birth- 
ing in California in 1996 seemed in 
doubt, he wrote checks. When Wash- 
ington had the shot to join Colorado 
last year to legalize the drug, he 
ponied up, contributing $1.5 million 
out of the total $6.1 million spent on 
campaigning. In all, Lewis gave the 
drug reform movement $60 million 
since the 1980s, according to his As- 
sociated Press obituary. 

Lewis had rarified company — 

fellow billionaire philanthropist 
George Soros, who still lives, gave $1 
million to California's failed legaliza- 
tion effort in 2010. But more than 
anyone else, Lewis kept the money 
required to enact change flowing. 
He had “no peer on Earth,” National 
Organization for the Reform of Mar- 
ijuana Laws Executive Director Allen 
St. Pierre told reporters. 

Now he’s gone. And that’s a prob- 
lem. 

The conventional wisdom, breath- 
lessly repeated in national media, 
is that more than a dozen states are 
ready to legalize marijuana. Until 
another Peter Lewis can be found, 
California will not be among them. 

Last week, a legalization effort 
with ties to Lewis filed paperwork, 
though it’s unclear if they'll circulate 
petitions. If they do, they'll be lead- 
ing the charge. 

It looks all but certain that Cali- 
fornia will have to wait until at least 
2016 for another opportunity to end 
drug prohibition. Two legalization 
efforts will try to get on next year’s 
ballot; the problem is, they have no 
money. They're using mostly volun- 
teers. And volunteers is not the way 
more than a million signatures are 
collected in a few months — and it’s 
no way to scrape together the $10 
million or more needed to run and 





Tony Dejak/AP 


win a statewide campaign in Cali- 
fornia. 

To date, no interested billionaire 
willing to put his or her name on 
the end of failed policy has stepped 
forward. This is strange. These days, 
there is no shortage of activist bil- 
lionaires on Market Street. Looking 
further afield, one can find big ideas 
to send humans to the moon or at 
least catapult them to Los Angeles in 
a series of tubes. These things may 
or may not be possible. Legalization, 
though, is a near-certainty with 
money, yet the idea people are toy- 
ing instead with fantasies. 

It takes money to foment rev- 
olution in America today. Silicon 
Valley is the most logical place for 
drug reformers to find the necessary 
start-up capital to fund change. But 
if Silicon Valley’s elites are ready to 
disrupt drug prohibition, they aren’t 
saying. Nobody, from Bill Gates on 
down to Mark Zuckerberg or Marc 
Benioff, has mentioned drug reform 
as an issue worthy of bankrolling. 
There are many worthy causes, of 
course, and perhaps many that are 
worthier. But for now, the Hyper- 
loop is a bigger deal than legal drugs. 

Tech has dabbled in drug reform. 
The innovator here is none other 
than Sean Parker, the Napster 
co-founder, early Facebook investor, 
and recent “ravager of the Red- 
woods,’ pilloried in the press for his 
summertime wedding in Big Sur. 
Parker gave $100,000 to Prop. 19 
in 2010, as did Gmail inventor (and 
coiner of “Don’t be evil”) Paul Buc- 
cheit, who isn’t even a billionaire. 

Facebooker Dustin Moskowicz, 
who at 29 has $3.8 billion, or almost 
twice as much money as Parker, 
chipped in $70,000. These are all 
large sums of money very few of us 
will ever see at one time, but chump 
change when it comes to funding 
change. 

Marijuana could have been legal 
in California yesterday, if someone 
rich enough wanted it badly enough. 
All that’s missing in this movement 
is money, and for now, the money 
has passed on. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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CITY LIGHTS AND MCSWEENEY'S CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARIES 
AND CONTINUE TO FIND ROOM ON THE SHELF. 


By Ponathan Tides 


This was the scene on Valencia Street on a recent 
Sunday: The sun was out. The air was mild. A temperate 
November day, of the sort that reminds you you're on the West 
Coast. But not in Seattle. Not in L.A. San Francisco — the 
Mission, to be exact. On this day, there was some activity at 


McSweeney’s, the publishing company founded by Dave Eggers. 


Now, it seems a little silly, in a San Francisco newspaper, 
to say “the publishing company founded by Dave Eggers,” 
as if anyone reading this could possibly be asking, “What’s 
McSweeney's?” If anything, they'd be more likely to ask 
that question as a hostile joke, a protest of the company’s 
“continuing efforts to extend a tentacle into every cranny of 
human experience,’ to use its own drolly and shrewdly self- 
conscious language. (That particular clause comes from the 
McSweeney's iOS app.) Drolly and shrewdly self-conscious 
language, of course, was a thing from the beginning. 
Remember when Eggers wrote a meta-memoir self- 
consciously called A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, 
whose prefatory acknowledgments section included the 
proviso that “while the author is self-conscious about being 
self-referential, he is also knowing about that self-conscious 
self-referentiality’? Of course you do. Well, even though 
Eggers newest book is called The Circle, and it’s about, 
among other things, how Internet culture has so weirdly 


turned self-consciousness inside out, he’s come a long way, 
and so has McSweeney’s. 

During normal business hours, the front of McSweeney's 
office is home to Scholar Match, daily putting into 
practice the great Eggersian idea to crowdsource college 
scholarships. But on this day it had been reconfigured as an 
improvised retail space, a pop-up bookshop. The resident 
McSweeneyans, in T-shirts identifying them as such, were 
young and skinny and fresh-faced, sincere, gently solicitous. 
Customers studied their offerings intently, as McSweeney’s 
books, being also visually rich art objects, tend to invite 
special scrutiny, and even the vaguely predatory gaze of the 
collector. McSweeney’s books tend to be written by authors 
whose names you know, or should, and to exude a brainy 
kind of cool. Be they funny, or sincere, the publications — 
including periodicals, like The Believer magazine and more 
esoteric fare like the “DVD magazine” Wholphin — tend 
to reflect an aura of intelligent virtue, of good-humored 
engagement with the whole wide world. Anyway, the store 
was down to the last copy of Lemony Snicket’s Christmas 
story, The Latke Who Couldn't Stop Screaming. The variously 
autographed Best Of McSweeney’s, a handsome hefty new 
tome of 624 pages, had all been sold, but on the sidewalk 
just outside the door, a woman sat in a chair »>pl2 


Shelf Life 


CITYLIGHTS 


Howl and Other Poems, 

by Allen Ginsberg. This Beat-era corner- 
stone, an anguished ecstatic vernacular 
lament of social and political confor- 
mity, was first published in 1956 and 
never goes out of style. 


The End of San Francisco, 

by Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore. 

A kaleidoscopic hybrid of memoir, city 
mythology, and urgent social history 
from the famed queer activist. 


Yokohama Threeway and Other Small 
Shames, by Beth Lisick. With compas- 
sion, hilarity, irony, and profundity, the 
beloved local writer and performance 
artist spins singular yet universal yarns 
from the fabric of her own life. 


All Over Coffee, by Paul Madonna. The 
essential anthology of Madonna’s po- 
etic, peculiar pen-and-ink San Francisco 
cityscapes. 


Lunch Poems, by Frank O’Hara. An- 
other classic from the treasure trove 
that is City Lights’ “Pocket Poets” se- 
ries, this collection gathers great and 
popular work from the “New York 
School’ poet par excellence, plus his 
correspondence with Lawrence Ferling- 
hetti about its creation. 


MCSWEENEY'S 


The Children's Hospital, by Chris 
Adrian. This novel from local author 
Adrian, who is also a doctor, tells the tale 
of an ark-like hospital afloat in the wa- 
ters of an apocalyptic flood. 


Rising Up and Rising Down: Some 
Thoughts on Violence, Freedom and 
Urgent Means, by William T. Voll- 
mann. Just some thoughts — totaling 
seven volumes and more than 3,300 
pages. Vollmann’s treatise puzzles out a 
“moral calculus” for human destruc- 
tiveness, subject to a vast historical and 
personal analysis. 


How Music Works, by David Byrne. The 
art-rock pioneer offers up his own guide- 
book of tuneful anthropology. 


Mermaid in Chelsea Creek, by Michelle 
Tea (author) and Jason Polan (illustra- 
tor). In this wised-up Young Adult book 
from local writer Michelle Tea, a 
13-year-old girl discovers what magic 
lurks within her blighted Boston sub- 
urb, and within herself. 


Zeitoun, by Dave Eggers. This is the 
plainspoken nonfiction account of a Syr- 
ian-American man who helped his New 
Orleans neighbors after hurricane Ka- 
trina, only to find himself locked up and 
taken for a terrorist. 
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A City of Two Tales from p11 


reading from it aloud. 

This week, the company 
celebrates its 15th anniversary 
with a party Dec. 14 at Swedish 
American Hall. As a way of ramping 
up to this event, McSweeney’s also 
has launched “the most successful 
crowdfunding campaign of all time. 
Maybe. Percentage-wise.” The goal 
was to raise $15. As of this writing, 
with less than a week to go in 
the campaign, the goal had been 
exceeded by 144,733 percent. 

And isn’t that just like 
McSweeney’s? Still precocious after 
all these years, but (remember the 
college scholarships?) the Eggers 
empire has been nothing if not 
generous. McSweeney's may help 
shape the culture of the Valencia 
corridor, but it remains at heart 
a small independent publisher. 

Of books. Which is not an easy 
thing to be today. They have some 
resources, but not others. Your 
support does help. Pledge $5,000, 
they'll put out a children’s book, 
surely an intelligent and adorable 
and beautiful one, starring your 
own kids. 

Across the street, children 
frolicked in the Mission Pool 
playground. A tour group of some 
kind had amassed and was hanging 
around outside the gallery window 
at building No. 826, which is 
home to a McSweeney’s-affiliated 
nonprofit tutoring center and 
writing workshop, and also a pirate 
store, in which lavishly illustrated 
pirate-themed artworks were 
on this day displayed. Someone 
hoisted an iPhone and snapped a 
few photos. Who wants to come 
here, and who can afford to, has 
varied over the years. But there’s 
always a scene on Valencia Street. 
It’s just one of those streets. 
Certainly McSweeney’s is a big part 
of the reason why. 


This was the scene on Columbus 
Avenue on a recent Sunday: The sun 
was out. The air was mild. A 
temperate November day, of the sort 
that reminds you you're on the West 
Coast. But not in Seattle. Not in L.A. 
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The inner sanctum 
of-826 Valencia. 


Photographs by Evan DuCharme 





San Francisco — North Beach, to be 
exact. Anyway, on this day, there was 
some activity at City Lights, the 
bookstore and publishing company 
co-founded by Lawrence Ferlinghetti. 

You know where this is going. 
No one around here ever asks, 
“What’s City Lights?” Hell, what 
isn't City Lights? Remember 
when Ferlinghetti published Allen 
Ginsberg’s Howl and Other Poems, 
in 1956, and then endured an 
obscenity trial on its behalf the 
following year, which also was the 
year Jack Kerouac’s On the Road 
came out? Of course you do. Those 
books might well have provided 
your first notion of what San 
Francisco really means, even if you 
are a little embarrassed to admit it 
now. Well, the Beat legacy still is a 
part of the place, and Ferlinghetti 
still is around — mostly in the form 
of hand-painted, all-caps signage 
he’s placed throughout the store. 
“WELCOME,” says one. “HAVE 
A SEAT AND READ A BOOK.” 
The shelves teemed with lovingly 
curated local and international 
literature. 

America’s first all-paperback 
bookstore, City Lights still stays 
open until midnight every day. 
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Undeniably, it’s a community hub. 
It’s also a publishing company, 
partly supported by a nonprofit 
foundation. Through a combination 
of high visibility, Beat nostalgia, 
general alignment with so-called 
“Bay Area values,” and inviting 
fortitude, it has endured across 
decades and 200 published books. 
Across the street in one 
direction, the swaying tranquility 
of a live seven-piece band of 
traditional Chinese instruments; 
in the other, the greasy throb of 
live blues. A few wayfarers, visitors 
from another country, stopped 
to take in the scene, which also 
included City Lights’ Beat history 
window display. Someone hoisted 
an iPhone and snapped a few 
photos. Who wants to come here, 
and who can afford to, has varied 
over the years. But there is always a 


scene on Columbus Avenue. It’s just 
one of those avenues. Certainly City 


Lights is a big part of the reason 
why. 


City Lights too had a milestone 
anniversary in 2013: 60 years as a 
bookstore. (The publishing company 
began in 1955, two years after the 
store opened.) 

To celebrate, the store had an 


open house this past summer. “It 
was fantastic, it was very affirming 
in all kinds of ways,” says editor 
Elaine Katzenberger, who took over 
from Nancy Peters as City Lights’ 
executive director in 2007. “I would 
love to continue to build on that. To 
really make the place feel available, 
and make you see that this is the 
future.” 

The future? Is it dangerous for 
someone who makes books to be 
talking about that? Katzenberger 
remembers what she calls “my 
dark night of the soul” regarding 
the onset of electronic publishing 
through e-books. “I thought, God, 
what timing. I get to do this job 
now? I get to preside over the end? 
And then it’s like, no, I don’t want 
to. There is no way I’m going to 
martyr myself for this. And I came 
out the other side,” she says. 

“Tm not saying the big ques- 
tions are answered, like: Does a 
bookstore like City Lights still fit 
into the landscape of San Francis- 
co after a while? And not just as 
some funny artifact, which is not 
what I’m interested in. Well, I don’t 
know.” 

She agrees with the in-house 
notion that City Lights can’t just 
become a museum of bookselling. 





=: 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Probably it couldn't do that even 

if it tried. Maybe at 60, City Lights 
is what McSweeney’s seems fated 
to become: a tent pole of the San 
Francisco literary community. 
While neither company presumes 
stewardship of the Bay Area’s 
literary voice, both bear the innate 
responsibility that comes with a 
famous reputation. “I would at least 
hope that it’s one of those crazy 
Cirque du Soleil types of tents,” 
Katzenberger says, “where there are 
many poles, and maybe some are 
higher, but what really matters is 
that there’s all kinds of great stuff 
going on inside the tent.” 

This presents the question of 
how many people share this view of 
what really matters. At a time when, 
arguably, the creation and curation 
of literature no longer seems like 
an apex of cultural innovation, 
and in a city whose development 
seems much more attuned to the 
development of technology, can 
that tent even stay up? 


“How dare we be standing around, 
talking about nothing,” Eggers once 
wrote, “not running in one huge mass 
of people, running at something, 
something huge, knocking it over?” 
You might detect within these 
sentiments some subconscious 
ancestral yearning for Ginsberg’s 
“angelheaded hipsters burning for 
the ancient heavenly connection to 
the starry dynamo in the machinery 
of night.” 

In the early years of City Lights, 
that vision could be socially 
threatening. In the early years of 
McSweeney’s, it had become a kind 
of American dream, or at least a 
San Francisco one. Complacency 
had become the thing to think of 
as obscene. So while Ginsberg “saw 
the best minds of [his] generation 
destroyed by madness, starving 
hysterical naked,” Eggers saw 
the best minds of his generation 
published in the journal he created, 
and in its daily humor site, and in 
other periodicals, and in more and 
more books. 

Although founded in New York, 
McSweeney’s began with a San 
Francisco-suited mentality, as a 
sort of literary Salon des Refuses, 
publishing work that had been 
rejected from other periodicals. 
From there, it bloomed. In the 
words of former staffer Oscar 
Villalon, now the editor of the 
proudly West-Coast-centric Zyzzyva 
magazine, “McSweeney’s came at 
a time when this entire city was 
in flux — I’m thinking of the first 
dot-com boom — and brought it 
with it an energy, perhaps even 
an urgency, that ravished a lot 
of us young (and I’m guessing 
older) San Franciscans,” he says. 

“T think the city has always been 
about possibilities, about great 
expectations, and McSweeney’s 
embodied that. Its rejuvenating 
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effects on our literary culture can’t 
be overstated.” 

By now it would not be entirely 
unreasonable to suppose the 
McSweeney's office a steaming 
cauldron of mirth, staffed by 
unicorns whose poop smells 
like roses. It is not. The staffers 
(all human) tend to have been 
McSweeney's fans before becoming 
employees, which in several cases 
first meant working as unpaid 
interns. Not many of them 
necessarily have put in many 
years with the company, which 
has regular turnover, although 
Executive Editor Jordan Bass has 
been there since 2005. “We feel 
very much a part of this city,” Bass 
says. ‘Our writers are pulled from 
all over the world, but this really is 
where the company has grown up.” 

“There’s this whole new 
‘Brooklyn is a writers’ town’ thing,” 
says Katzenberger, “that idea of the 
friendly writers, the community of 
writers, that I think is a fairly new 
phenomenon there, whereas I think 
in San Francisco that’s always been 
the deal, because it isn’t New York, 
and people live differently here. But 
it’s always been highly populated by 
writers, and I think there are a lot 
of writers who live here because of 
that.” It can’t only be tourists who 
roam the City Lights stacks until 
midnight. 
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writer Ben Jahn 
signs books at 
McSweeney's. : 
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Or, as Flavorwire observed 
recently, “McSweeney’s is based 
out of San Francisco, far away 
from most of the big publishing 
houses of New York, and various 
universities across the country 
that have so much influence on 
what we read. In other words, 
they’re outside the East Coast 
feedback loop, which gives them 
more freedom to do their own 
thing.” Late last month, when 
McSweeney’s publicity director 
Isaac Fitzgerald decamped for New 
York to become the books editor at 
BuzzFeed, publicly announcing his 
professional goal to accentuate the 
positive by not running negative 
reviews, The New Yorker chimed 


McSweeney's 
executive editor 
Jordan Bass in 
his office. 


in: “It bears mentioning that 
Fitzgerald’s views are very much in 
line with those of the San Francisco 
literary establishment whence 

he hails.” 

This, perhaps, suggests a West 
Coast feedback loop. Or that being 
a local publishing tent pole just 
means keeping spirits up — a 
fundamentally literary endeavor, 
after all. Cheerfulness seems at 
least somewhat useful in the face 
of potentially cataclysmic industry 
uncertainty. 





Josh Edelson 


“The crisis of the corporate 
publishing industry has created 
a lot of opportunities for smaller 
presses,” says Graywolf Press 
editorial director Ethan Nosowsky, 
also a former McSweeney’s staffer. 
“TI think McSweeney’s is doing 
exactly the right thing. You have to 
do multiple things successfully to 
be a good publisher these days. And 
they’re publishing better books 
than they’ve ever published.” 

Of course, it is possible for 
extended tentacles to become 
overextended. In September, the 
lauded and much-loved quarterly 
food journal Lucky Peach, launched 
in publishing partnership with 
McSweeney’s in 2011, announced 
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plans to operate and publish inde- 
pendently as of its next issue, due 
in February. Though this separation 
may have been the plan all along, it 
can't be easy for McSweeney’s to let 
go of Lucky Peach, and of the reve- 
nue it brought. 


Sustainability, then, remains an 
open question, as usual. “As rents 
skyrocket, affordable homes for 
writers and cheap spaces for 
nonprofits become scarce,” says 
Villalon. “You hope, like so many 
other San Franciscans, that your 
apartment building doesn’t get 
Ellis’ed.” (That is, removed by its 
owner from the rental market via the 
Ellis Act, thereby forcing all renters 
out.) “But work is still getting done, 
events are still being planned, even 
as it seems more and more unlikely 
you can be a working writer or a 
bookseller or a publisher in this 
beautiful city of ours. 

“Like so many other San 
Franciscans whose paycheck isn’t 
tied to an app or a private bus ride 
to the Peninsula,” he says, “you 
wait to see what tomorrow brings 
and try to stay steadfast.” 

As an indicator of San Francisco 
cultural health, at least where liter- 
ature is concerned, Graywolf’s No- 
sowsky and Zyzzyva’s Villalon also 
point to Litquake, the city’s annual 
literary festival, which is only a 
year younger than McSweeney’s 
and which this October recorded its 
highest attendance ever: more than 
15,500, with more than 850 partic- 
ipating authors. 

If any city can prove that the 
perceived opposition between lit- 
erature and technology is a false 
conflict, it must be San Francisco. 
As Annie Wyman, an editor at 
McSweeney’s, puts it: “Maybe at 
the end of the day you can’t make 
as much money working in publish- 
ing and helping people of all ages 
as you can running a start-up, but 
who cares?” 

Here it should be pointed out 
that the aforementioned McSwee- 
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ney’s iOS app, a free portal to no 
shortage of great material, is quite 
pleasant and literary and easy to 
enjoy. It also should be pointed out 
that the cover of the City Lights 
Fall/Winter 2010 catalog of forth- 
coming books featured side-by-side 
photos of a pile of used paperbacks 
and a pile of computer parts, in- 
cluding a smashed e-reader, above 
the caption “Paper or Plastic?” And 
that another of those Ferlinghet- 
ti-painted store signposts reads, 
“ABANDON ALL DESPAIR YE WHO 
ENTER HERE” — which also is the 
title of the City Lights blog. 


When we think of a person at 15, 
we see a ratio of fertility to maturity 
so awkwardly disproportionate that it 
tends to make us a little uncomfort- 
able. To anthropomorphize a publish- 
ing company like McSweeney’s, there- 
fore, is to make matters even weirder. 
In any case, it’s a milestone. Other no- 
table new 15-year-olds this year in- 
clude the International Space Station 
and Google. 

City Lights at 60, meanwhile, 
is old enough to be a museum for 
a bygone San Francisco. But our 
knowledge of the DNA double helix 
and REM sleep is also 60; though 
we take those for granted, too, we 
sure appreciate them. 

Each of these venerated literary 
hubs may have started as a 
projection of the city’s culture, or 
some ideal thereof, and each may 
have become a place of pilgrimage 
for out-of-towners, but neither 
remains merely a San Francisco 
institution anymore. 

“Now we have something that 
transcends any kind of regionalism 
— or regional prejudice against us,” 
Katzenberger says of City Lights. “I 
think we’re an international voice. 
Years ago we might have been 
dismissed as, ‘Oh well, that’s just a 
bunch of that Beatnik stuff.’ It has 
been far more than that for a long 
time. McSweeney’s has that too.” 
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MOTHERLESS 





DAUGHTERS 


Safe, successful, on-going groups for Motherless 
Daughters are offered in San Francisco & San Ansel- 
mo for women who have lost their mothers through 
death, illness, separation, or estrangement in 
childhood, adolescence, or adulthood. In a warm, 
supportive group, women address relevant issues 
in their lives, current and past, gain acknowledge- 
ment, deepen self-empowerment, with opportuni- 
ties for healing and growth. 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 12-18, 2013 
SFWEEKLY.COM/CALENDAR 


Developed and facilitated since 1997 by Colleen Russell, 
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist (MFC29249), 
Certified Group Psychotherapist (41715), herself, a 

motherless daughter since adolescence. 
Also, Individual, Couple, and Family Sessions. 
20 Years Experience Focusing on Loss, 
Trauma, Relationships & Transitions ; ‘ 
Call: 415-785-3513 S35 = 
email: crussellmft@earthlink.net re. | ] 4 sa 4 > / 
website: colleenrussellmft.com Po | ; e 
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Costumes HAIGHT 
SANTA SUITS! 
COSTUME SALES 
¢ RENTALS 


WIGS 


MAKEUP 
MASKS 

HATS 
ACCESSORIES 


WWW.COSTUMESONHAIGHT.COM 
735 HAIGHT, SF 
415-621-1356 
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Shopping Party 


POP FIZZ, 
CA-CHING 


Most of us have done the last-minute 
holiday shopping dance. After spend- 
ing our day chained to a keyboard, 
stuffed in a Muni bus, or taking a long, 
slow drive over a short, fancy bridge, 
we dash from store to store with 
enough pirouettes to fill a Nutcracker 
suite. But Holiday Bazaar NightLife 
has found a much better way to mix 
shopping and dancing — it took a craft 
fair and turned it into a party. The 
night features a holiday marketplace 
curated by the folks behind the alter- 
native craft fair Bazaar Bizarre, and 
electro beats from the glitch-hop 
group Slayers Club and DJ Mark Fa- 
rina of Mushroom Jazz fame. There 
are more than 40 local vendors, with 
an emphasis on handmade and artis- 
anal products to suit kids, adults, pets, 
and everything in between. No pirou- 
ettes required. 

Holiday Bazaar NightLife starts 
at 6 p.m. at the California Academy 
of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse 
Drive, S.E Admission is $12; call 
379-8000 or visit calacademy.org. 
Devin Holt 
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Dance 


NOT ANOTHER 
NUTCRACKER 


If you're in need of a Nutcracker fix this 
holiday season, but don't feel like 
spending an evening in between a 
snoring teenager and an old woman 
unwrapping cough drops, consider 
Nutcrackers of the Caribbean. Grab 
a loved one, your kids, or a friend and 
join Pirate Captain Drosselmyer to 
search the bay for the lost treasure of 
Peglegs Tchaikovsky. This Nutcracker 
is interactive and inclusive — the op- 
posite of a traditional ballet. Everyone 
is welcome to strut like a prima balle- 
rina and hang out with Clara, Fritz, 
and Emperor Norton, all set to music 
by the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Free- 
dom Band. So throw on your finest 
eye-patch and shoulder parrot and be 
prepared to shake it with some new 
friends. If you're shy about dancing in 
front of others, or if you just want a bit 
of social lubricant, grab a ticket to the 
21+ Captain's Ball Gala. 

San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Free- 
dom Band’s Dance Along Nutcracker: 
Nutcrackers of the Caribbean starts at 
7 p.m. and continues through Dec. 
15 at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
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Forum, 701 Mission St., S.F. Admis- 
sion is $26-$50; call 978-2787 or vis- 
it ybca.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 


SUN 12/15 


Dance 


KIDMAN FOREVER 


There are Marilyns, and there are Judys, 
and there are Audreys, and there are 
Bettes, and there are Tildas, but for 
some, there is only she of the button 
nose and immobile forehead, she of 
varying degrees of strawberry and 
blond, she of the frigid, lanky untouch- 
ability who famously wore chartreuse 
shantung by John Galliano in 1997 and 
left a nuptial union with Thomas Cruise 
Mapother IV in 2001. Dancers Mica 
Sigourney, John Foster Cartwright, and 
Maryam Rostami make no promises in 
Nicole Kidman Is Fucking Gor- 
geous. They do not promise to swoop 
in on a rhinestone-studded swing or 
paste on a Virginia Woolf nose. They do 
not promise to have clairvoyant, photo- 
sensitive children or sell you Chanel No. 
5. Their Australian accents may be ab- 
sent or appalling. But homage will be 
paid to the silver screen’s ice queen. 

Mica Sigourney, John Foster Cart- 
wright, and Maryam Rostami pres- 
ent Nicole Kidman is Fucking Gorgeous 
at 8 p.m. at CounterPULSE, 1310 
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Mission St., S.E. Tickets are $20; visit 
counterpulse.org. Irene Hsiao 


TUE 12/17 


Comedy 


BELL RETURNS 


W. Kamau Bell is too busy to give an 
interview. Or maybe he isn’t too busy; 
maybe he’s just gone off the grid for a 
bit. His acclaimed late-night talk show, 
Totally Biased with W. Kamau Bell, was 
recently canceled after it was moved 
from FX to the newly-spawned FXX 
network this fall. The move was an un- 
fortunate call, because although FXX 
ran Totally Biased five nights a week in- 
stead of one, well, if a show fails in the 
woods and no one knows what FXX is, 
etc. The great news is that the Bay Ar- 
ea-bred comedian is coming back to 
town. If you're already a fan of Bell’s in- 
tellectual, political comedic voice, you'll 
know you oughta take this opportunity 
to see what he’s got to say. And if you're 
uninitiated, see him while you can, be- 
cause whatever projects Bell has on the 
horizon will only propel him to a higher 
state of well-deserved notoriety. 

W. Kamau Bell performs at 8 p.m. 
and continues through Dec. 18 at the 
Punch Line, 444 Battery St., S.E Tickets 
are $16; call 397-7573 or visit punch- 
linecomedyclub.com. Emilie Mutert 
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Pe a> LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, San Francisco, 
CA 94104). To change an existing listing call 536- 
8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


4x5 Gallery. San Francisco Found: Mid-century 
views of miscellaneous S.F. locations by amateur 
photographers unknown. Through Jan. 12, 2014. 442 
Haight St., San Francisco, www.4x5gallerysf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Fantasy Faire: Group show 
of fantastical paintings by Sandra Yagi, Graham 
Curran, Larkin Cypher, and Alexandra Manukyan. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
210 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, 926-8573, 
www.bashcontemporary.com. 

Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview's 
Historical Footprints: Redux!: Historical photog- 
raphy exhibit and stories by Bayview/Hunters 
Point elders. Daily. 5075 Third St., San Francisco, 
355-5757, www.sfpl.org. 

Blackball Universe Gallery. Urban Outskirts: City 
landscapes painted by Seren Moran, Lorna Strotz, 
and Lauren Scherf-Srivastava. Saturdays, Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 29. 230 Madison St., Oak- 
land, 510-433-0933, www.blackballuniverse.com. 

California Institute of Integral Studies. DeFremery 
Park, 1965-1970: The Photographs of Kenneth P. 
Green Sr.: Snapshots of late-'60s Oakland by the 
former staff photographer of the Tribune. Through 
Dec. 15. Free. 1453 Mission, San Francisco, 575-6100, 
www.ciis.edu. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. City 
of Disappearances: Group show featuring works 
from the Kadist Art Foundation and the Zabludowicz 
Collection. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 360 Kansas St., San Francisco, 355-9670, 
www.wattis.org. 

Center for Sex & Culture. Safe Sex Bang: The Buzz 
Bense Collection of Safe Sex Posters: Exhibition of 
sex-positive posters from 1982 onward. Through 
Jan. 31, 2014. Free. 1349 Mission, San Francisco, 
902-2071, www.sexandculture.org. 

City Hall. Twisted Sisters: Reimagining Urban Por- 
traiture: Group show featuring five photographers 
from San Francisco and 10 from Zurich, S.F.’s sister 
city in Switzerland. Through Jan. 17, 2014. sfarts- 
commission.org. 1 Drive Carlton B. Goodlett, San 
Francisco, 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Hello, Goodbye: 15-artist 
group show inspired by the concept of imper- 
manence. Starting Dec. 12. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. 210 Post, San Francisco, 
956-3560, www.dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

Electric Works. Dave Schubert: Recent Works: Solo 
show of street photography (and gallery closing 
show for Electric Works). Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 13. 1360 Mission St., San 
Francisco, 626-5496, www.sfelectricworks.com. 

Elins Eagles-Smith Gallery. Kenjilo Nanao: A Tribute 
Exhibition: Abstract paintings that emphasize basic 
but graceful shapes and symmetries. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 14. 49 Geary St., 
San Francisco, 981-1080, www.eesgallery.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Jeremiah Jenkins: Survival Guide: 
Artistic how-to instructions for remaining among 
the living, demonstrated through photos, mixed-me- 
dia, video, and performance. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Jan. 4. 441 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 796-3676, www.evergoldgallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Playground Legends: Holiday group 
show featuring prints by Estevan Oriol, Herbert Ba- 
glione, Jeremy Fish, Mars-1, Munk One, Sam Flores, 
and more. Starting Dec. 14. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 19. 252 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 252-9144, www.fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Diane Arbus 1971-1956: Photog- 
raphy retrospective that starts with the artist's 
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death and travels backwards to find her creative 
origins. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 28. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 981-2661, www. 
fraenkelgallery.com. 

Galeria de la Raza. Katie Dorame: Sifting Screens: New 
paintings combining Hollywood iconography with 
artifacts and images from North American native 
cultures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 21. 2857 24th St., San Francisco, 826-8009, 
www.galeriadelaraza.org. 

Gallery 16. Futurefarmers: Taking Stock: Two-decade 
retrospective of objets d'art from the Bay Area 
collective. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 31. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 626-7495, 
www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Solid Concept VI: Bay Area 
Conceptual Artists: Featuring work by Terry Fox, 
David Ireland, Paul Kos, Tony Labat, Tom Marioni, 
John Roloff, and Al Wong. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 21. 14 Geary, San Francisco, 
433-2710, www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. Sex, Drugs, Money, and Guns: 


MH Boston Properties 


The Bay Area's Largest 
Outdoor Ice Rink! 


Gauntlet's first anniversary group show featuring 
over 30 artists. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 1040 Larkin St., 
San Francisco, 590-2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

Glass Door Gallery. Winter Hours: Featuring work by 
Nancy Calef, Ronald Chase, Carl Heyward, Joan 
Stennick, and John Zaklikowski. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Jan. 5. 245 Columbus 
Ave., San Francisco, 500-2271, www.glassdoor- 
gallery.com. 

The Great Highway Gallery. Daniel McElmury: West 
San Francisco: The Outer Sunset gets its due in 
this ‘photographic exploration of the city's most 
western edge.” Through Dec. 15. 3649 Lawton, San 
Francisco, 681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Seven Sisters: Group show 
featuring Carrie Mae Weems, Mickalene Thomas, 
Rina Banerjee, Patricia Piccinini, Camille Rose 
Garcia, Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, Toyin Odutola, and 
Vanessa Prager. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 677- 
0770, www.jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

The Luggage Store. Flo Oy Wong: The Whole Pie: 


The Holiday Ice Rink at 


EMBARCADERO CENTE 


75th birthday retrospective of the Oakland artist. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
28. 1007 Market, San Francisco, 255-5971, www. 
luggagestoregallery.org. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. A Little Piece of Mexico: 
Postcards of Guillermo Kahlo and His Contemporar- 
ies: Vibrant historical views of early 20th century 
Mexico, culled from the private collection of local 
poet Alejandro Murguia. Through Dec. 29. free. 
100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Breaking the Barriers: 
The American Tennis Association & Black Tennis 
Pioneers: Historical overview of African-American 
tennis legends (e.g., Althea Gibson and Arthur 
Ashe) featuring photos, newspaper accounts, and 
video. Through Jan. 5, 2014. Free. 100 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Meridian Gallery. By Mainly Unexpected Means: 
Large group show featuring artists from Palo Alto's 
Cubberley Studios. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. 535 Powell, San Francisco, 398- 
7229, www.meridiangallery.org. 


presented by 





Mini Bar. Mini de los Muertos Art Show: Featuring Dia 
de los Muertos-inspired artwork by Genevieve Cole- 
man, Mark Hamer, Beth Loudmouth, and Chelsea 
Tucker. Through Dec. 28. 837 Divisadero St., San 
Francisco, 525-3565, www.myspace.com/minibarsf. 

Modern Eden. Redd Walitzki: Vergissmeinnicht (Forget 
Me Not): Ethereal and fairylike female portrait 
paintings. Starting Dec. 14. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. Wanderlust: Internation- 
ally themed group show featuring ‘‘travel-sized” 
works by more than 50 artists. Starting Dec. 14. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. 
403 Francisco, San Francisco, 956-3303, www. 
moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Brigitte Carnochan: Natural 
Beauty: New platinum/palladium photographs. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 1. 
49 Geary, San Francisco, 732-0300, www.mod- 
ernbook.com. 

Modernism. Autour du Désir (All About Desire): 
Group show including work by Erwin Blumenfeld, 
Lucien Clergue, R. Crumb, Sheldon Greenberg, >> 
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Man Ray, Robert Stivers, Bruce Wolfe, and more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
21. 685 Market, San Francisco, 541-0461, www. 
modernisminc.com. 

Patricia Sweetow Gallery. Jamie Vasta: Femme: 
Glitter portraits of burlesque and drag performers. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
Free. 77 Geary, San Francisco, 788-5126, www. 
patriciasweetowgallery.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. McNair Evans: Confessions for a 
Son: A photographic tour of emotional and psycho- 
logical landscapes experienced in the wake of the 
artist's late father. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 5. Rachael Jablo: My Days of Losing 
Words: Photographic still lifes and self-portraits 
illustrate the artist's struggle with incapacitating 
chronic migraine. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 5. Crafted at RayKo: Group show 
spotlighting works by Kirk Crippens, Taichi Gondaira, 
Atsuko Morita, Ryuten Paul Rosenblum, Henry 
Walker, and other in-house artists. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 10. 428 Third St., 
San Francisco, 495-3773, www.raykophoto.com. 

Rena Bransten Gallery. Edward Burtynsky: Water: The 
large-format industrial photographer trains his lens 
upon the impact of manufacturing on global water 
supplies. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 77 Geary, San Francisco, 982-3292, www. 
renabranstengallery.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Janos Szasz: High-contrast 
B&W photographs of Soviet-era Hungary from the 
1950s-'70s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 21. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 421-0122, www. 
kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. All About the Image: Group 
photography show. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 22. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San Francisco, 
781-1122, www.roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Jonathan Runcio: Glass in the 
Garden: Sculptural objects made of steel, concrete, 
and paint. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 14. 1240 22nd St., San Francisco, 550-7483, 
www.romeryounggallery.com. 

Root Division. Root Division: The Misfit Toy Factory Ill: 
Live artmaking event with over 35 artists creating 
holiday gifts, sculptures, and toys to purchase on 
the spot. Sat., Dec. 14, 6 p.m. 3175 17th St., San 
Francisco, 863-7668, www.rootdivision.org. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Energy That Is All Around: 
Group show including more than 125 formative 
works by Mission School artists Chris Johanson, 
Margaret Kilgallen, Alicia McCarthy, Barry McGee, 
and Ruby Neri. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 14. Free. sfai.edu/energy. 800 Chest- 
nut, San Francisco, 771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Sabine Reckewell: Dual Inclinations: Geomet- 
rical sculptures made from stretched ribbons. 
Through Jan. 4, 2014. 155 Grove, San Francisco, 
554-6080, www.sfartscommission.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Robert Katsusuke Ogata: Splice: Large-scale 
paintings made with chalk, gesso, polymer, and 


THU 12/12 


Art Reception 


RIGHT TO CHOOSE 


THU 12/12 


Literature 


BRIDES AND PREJUDICE 


As we come to the end of 2013, we can say with confidence (anda touch of 
sass) that gay marriage is here to stay. DOMA and Prop. 8 are ding-dong dead, 
and Hawaii and New Jersey have recently joined the tide of 14 other states 
that allow same-sex couples to get engayged. Just a few years ago, however, 
the story was quite different. Lawfully Wedded Wives: Rethinking Mar- 
riage in the 21st Centuryisa collection of 20 true, first-person tales from 
the frenzied months following the 2008 California Supreme Court decision 
that said it was unconstitutional to deny marriage rights to gays and lesbians. 
Edited by S.F. State professor Nona Caspers (Heavier Than Air) and filmmaker/ 
oral historian Joell Hallowell (Take Me to the River), Lawfully Wedded Wives 
compiles, both in words and photos, the raw, urgent narratives of lesbian cou- 
ples during that era, and documents, as Caspers put it, “one of the most his- 
toric changes in civil rights in our time.” In addition to the reading, Caspers 
and Hallowell screen their 10-minute film, answer questions, and what wed- 
ding book reading would be complete without champagne and cupcakes? 
Caspers and Hallowell kick off at 7 p.m. at Modern Times Bookstore 
Collective, 2919 24th St., S.E Admission is free; call 282-9246 or visit 
moderntimesbookstore.com. Anna Pulley 


paintstick. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 20. Amanda Boe: What | Hold Dear: Digital 
chromogenic photo prints. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 20. 2 Marina Boulevard, 
San Francisco, 441-4777, www.sfmoma.org. 

Shooting Gallery. Ferris Plock: New works by the 
S.F. painter. Starting Dec. 14. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 4. 886 Geary St., San 
Francisco, 931-1500, www.shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. All Good Things...: Ephem- 
eral group show featuring photography, video, 
sculpture, installations, time-based art, and other 
impermanent creations. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 21. The Future Is Here: 
Third Annual San Francisco Youth Arts Summit: 
An afternoon of interactive art exhibits, creative 
workshops, food, and more, culminating with a 
performance competition open to all regional 
high school students. Sat., Dec. 14, 1-6 p.m. free. 
youthartssummit.com. 934 Brannan, San Francisco, 
863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. This Will Never Work: Large group 
show inspired by “crazy experiments, doomed 
plans, and quixotic dreams.” Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 14. Sandra Ono: Engrams: 
Abiomorphic, site-specific installation made from 
melted plastic sandwich bags. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 3030 20th St., 
San Francisco, 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. The Moleskine Project: Group 
show. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
21. 816 Sutter, San Francisco, www.spoke-art.com. 


Although feminism has evolved beyond being simply about choice, reproduc- 
tive decisions are just as topical as they were 40 years ago, when the Supreme 
Court ruled in Roe v. Wade that the right to privacy was broad enough to pro- 
tect a woman's decision to terminate a pregnancy. Nearly three dozen women 
artists explore choice in an exhibit by that name, juried by gallerist Catherine 
Clark, and sponsored by the Northern California Women’s Caucus for Art. 
The exhibit “encompasses the spectrum of reproductive rights,” and the art- 
work, too, spans the spectrum from dramatic to comedic. In Lisa LaBarge’s 
charcoal “Annunciation” a C-section is performed by three Hellenic surgeons, 
while Jessica Burke goes where no man has gone before with her graphite 
“Pregnant Paula as Spock of the USS Enterprise.” “Choice” is not “just about 
abortion” and neither is it intended for just a female audience. As Kelly Ham- 
margren, the Caucus’ exhibitions chairwoman wrote, “Even though the art 
and the artist statements are by women, the audience is all of us.” 

“Choice” starts at 6 p.m. and continues through Jan. 12 at Arc Gal- 
lery & Studios, 1246 Folsom St., S.F. Admission is free; call 298-7969 or 
visit www.arc-sf.com. Michael Singman-Aste 
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Toomey Tourell. Nathaniel Price: Drawn: Solo 
exhibition of drawings and sculptures. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 15. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 989-6444, www.toomey-tourell.com. 

UCSF Women’s Health Center. Serenity: Visions: A 
five-floor exhibit featuring serene artworks by Kit 
Cameron, Blazin, Tama Greenberg, Judith Juntura 
Miller, and Helen S. Cohen to promote the healing 
power of art. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through 
Jan. 14. 2356 Sutter St., San Francisco, 353-2293, 
www.ucsfhealth.org. 

Vessel Gallery. Vessel 9.5: Vessel as the Human Form, 
Humanity: Group show commemorating the gallery's 
first (almost) decade of exhibitions. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 14. 471 25th St., 
Oakland, 510-893-8800, www.vessel-gallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. L’Avenir: Graffuturism group show 
curated by Poesia. Starting Dec. 14. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 4. 886 Geary St., 
San Francisco, 931-1500, www.whitewallssf.com. 


BENEFITS 


Tith Annual Elf Party: Holiday themed costume party 
that benefits kids’ charities. Sat., Dec. 14, 8:30 
p.m., $50. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 673-5716, www.theregencyballroom.com. 

2013 Holiday Art Sale: Features 30% discounts 
on original works by Creativity Explored’s artists 
with developmental diabilities. Through Dec. 30. 
Creativity Explored, 3245 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-2108, www.creativityexplored.org. 





43rd Annual KPFA Crafts Fair: Over 200 vendors 
offer arts and crafts for sale in support of local 
public radio. Dec. 14-15, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., $10, kpfa.org/ 
craftsfair. Concourse Exhibition Center, 635 Eighth 
St., San Francisco, 487-3293, www.sfvenues.com. 

Eighth Annual Chris-Mix: Redwood Empire Food 
Bank benefit concert featuring Matt Nathanson, 
Vicci Martinez, and Parachute. Thu., Dec. 12, 8 
p.m., $25-$35, mix1049fm.com. Wells Fargo Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd, Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, www.wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

First Annual Beaux Tie Ball: Sock collection drive 
for homeless LGBT youth featuring holiday drag 
performances by Dulce De Leche, Gina LaDivina, 
and Anjie Myma, plus DJ dancing. Tue., Dec. 17, 9 
p.m., facebook.com/events/556527784435140. 
Beaux, 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027, 
beauxsf.com. 

Gift Alley: La Cocina presents its fifth annual fundrais- 
ing holiday marketplace featuring local handmade 
food and crafts vendors. Fri., Dec. 13, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m., free, lacocinasf.org/2013giftalley. Crocker 
Galleria, 50 Post, San Francisco, 393-1505, www. 
shopatgalleria.com. 

The Guardsmen Annual Crab Feed: Special fund- 
raising event at the Guardsmen’s Christmas tree 
lot featuring cocktails, a crab and pasta dinner, 
and dance music by DJ Ajax. Thu., Dec. 12, 6-11 
p.m., $75, guardsmen.org. Fort Mason, Festival 
Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 292-3531, www. 
fortmason.org. 

San Francisco Fog R.F.C. Holiday Benefit & Toy 
Drive: Charity toy collection party hosted by the 
city’s LGBT rugby team. Sun., Dec. 15, 4-8 p.m., free. 
Lone Star Saloon, 1354 Harrison, San Francisco, 
863-9999, www.lonestarsf.com. 

Santa Skivvies Run 2013: Pantsless annual jog 
through the Castro to benefit the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation. Sun., Dec. 15, 10 a.m., $35-$85, 
santaskivviesrun.org. Lookout, 3600 16th St., San 
Francisco, 703-9751, www.lookoutsf.com. 

Sixth Annual Silicon Valley Rocks: Benefit for Music 
in Schools Today featuring live music by South Hero, 
Blues Deluxe, The Funkery, Peter Chung Band, 
Regime, nSLASHa, Open Source Band, Coverflow, 
and Rainbow Party. Thu., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., $25-$65, 
svrocks.com. DNA Lounge, 375 llth St., San Fran- 
cisco, 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

UPB/Berkeley 40th Anniversary Benefit Reading: 
C.S. Giscombe, Robert Hass, Lyn Hejinian, Brenda 
Hillman, and Geoffrey G. O'Brien read in celebration 
of University Press Books’ four decades in the lit 
biz. Fri., Dec. 13, 7 p.m., $40, universitypressbooks. 
com/40thanniversary. University Press Books, 
2430 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, 510-548-0585, www. 
universitypressbooks.com. 

Wrap Your Arms Around a Stranger: Roxie Holiday 
Fundraiser 2013: A Christmas party played the 
Roxie way — i.e., with a lot of kitschy weirdness — 
featuring holiday films, seasonal TV specials, dating 
games, beer, and other activities for Bad Santas. 
Sat., Dec. 14, 7 p.m. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., San 
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Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Wurlitzer Holiday Extravaganza: Resident Castro The- 
atre music man David Hegarty joins fellow organists 
Ben Bachmann, David Hatt, and Jerome Lenk in this 
holiday concert to raise funds for the preservation 
of the venue's mighty Wurlitzer. Mon., Dec. 16, 
7:30 p.m., $20. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 


CABARET AND DRAG 


A Swell Noel: Holiday musical cabaret with Craig 
Jessup. Dec. 17-21, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 22,5 p.m., 
$23-$32. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

Cocktailgate: Hosted by Suppositori Spelling. Sundays, 
9 p.m. Truck, 1900 Folsom, San Francisco, 252-0306, 
www.trucksf.com. 

Christy Cruse: Sundays, 9 p.m., free. Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge, 133 Turk, San Francisco, 441-2922, www. 
auntcharlieslounge.com. 

Drag Queens on Ice: An Eleganza Extravaganza: 
Featuring performances by Mutha Chucka, Anna 
Conda, Holotta Tymes, Nellie, Kim ChiChi, and 
Mahlae Balenciaga. Thu., Dec. 12, 8-9:30 p.m., 
free. Union Square Park, 333 Post, San Francisco, 
831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

The Dream Queens Revue: Bi-monthly drag show 
with Collette LeGrande and guests. Fourth and 
Second Wednesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., 
free, dreamqueensrevue.com. Aunt Charlie’s 
Lounge, 133 Turk, San Francisco, 441-2922, www. 
auntcharlieslounge.com. 

First Annual Beaux Tie Ball: Sock collection drive 
for homeless LGBT youth featuring holiday drag 
performances by Dulce De Leche, Gina LaDivina, 
and Anjie Myma, plus DJ dancing. Tue., Dec. 17, 9 
p.m., facebook.com/events/556527784435140. 
Beaux, 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027, 
beauxsf.com. 

The GlamaZone: With Pollo Del Mar and guests. 
Sundays, 8:30 p.m. The Cafe, 2369 Market, San 
Francisco, 621-4434, www.cafesf.com. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes 2013: 
Heklina, Matthew Martin, Pollo Del Mar, Cookie 
Dough, and celebrity guests present their eighth 
annual “All Drag Xmas Exdrag-a-ganza” featuring 
everyone's favorite Floridian retirees in full-on 
holiday spirits. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $30, 
trannyshack.com. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., 
San Francisco, 863-7576, www.victoriatheatre.org. 

Meow Mix: A weekly cabaret show hosted by Ferosha 
Titties, with rotating co-hosts and DJs. Tuesdays, 11 
p.m., $3-$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 
863-6623, www.studsf.com. 

The Monster Show: Thematic weekly drag perfor- 
mances with Cookie Dough, DJ MC2, and guests. 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, cookievision.com. The 
Edge, 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 863-4027, 
www.edgesf.com. 

Piano Bar 101: Open mic cabaret with Joe Collins 
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Wicht, Trauma Flintstone’s piano-playing alter 
ego. Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 241-0205, martunis.ypguides.net. 

Some Thing: Art drag night with craft table. Fridays, 
$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863-6623, 
www.studsf.com. 

Sunday's a Drag: Brunch & drag revue with Donna 
Sachet. Sundays, 11. a.m. & 1:30 p.m., $39.95. Harry 
Denton's Starlight Room, 450 Powell, San Francisco, 
395-8595, www.harrydenton.com. 

Vicki Marlane: I'm Your Lady: Exhibit featuring 
photographs, video, and artifacts illustrating the life 
and career of the Aunt Charlie's Lounge transgender 
drag performer. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $3-$5. GLBT History 
Museum, 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 621-1107, 
www.glbthistorymuseum.org. 


CIRCUS 


Cirque Dreams Holidaze: Touring production of 
director Neil Goldberg's colorfully costumed holiday 
circus show. Dec. 11-15, $45-$160, shnsf.com/online/ 
cirque. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 
551-2000, www.shnsf.com. 

Cirque du Soleil: Amaluna: The latest touring produc- 
tion from Cirque du Soleil is all about beauty, grace, 
and feminine power. Fridays, Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 29, $50+ advance, cirquedusoleil. 
com/amaluna. Cirque du Soleil - San Francisco, 3rd 
St., San Francisco, N/A, www.cirquedusoleil.com. 

Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers and 
acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28, $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
admission), capacitor.org. Aquarium of the Bay, 
Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, www. 
aquariumofthebay.com. 


COMEDY 


A Very Merry Murder Mystery: A holiday whodunit 
by the improvisers from Bay Area Theatresports. 
Fridays, Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21, 
$17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, 
San Francisco, 474-6776. 

Attractive Camp: Featuring stand-up by the lovely and/ 
or handsome Jane Harrison, Scott Simpson, Kaseem 
Bentley, lvan Hernandez, and Marcella Arguello, plus 
sketches, video, and more. Sun., Dec. 15, 7 p.m., 
$10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Bad Movie Night: The Nutcracker in 3-D: Hosts Sherilyn 
Connelly, Mikl-Em, and Tim Kay don their holiday 
goggles to watch the movie that The Onion AV. Club 
called a “$90 million pain in the retinas.” Sun., Dec. 
15, 8 p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Barbary Coast Comedy: Featuring Johnny Steele, 
Mike Capozzola, and more. Thu., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., 
$5, barbarycoastcomedy.com. Legionnaire Saloon, 
2272 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, www.legionnaire- 
saloon.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
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$20, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Bobby Slayton: Dec. 12-14, $18-$25. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Chris Kattan: Dec. 12-15, $20-$25. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Club Chuckles: Two shows featuring Kyle Kinane with 
Businesspeople Sean Keane, Bucky Sinister, Anna 
Seregina, Caitlin Gill, and Nato Green. Thu., Dec. 12, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $12-$15, https://www.facebook. 
com/ClubChuckles. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San 
Francisco, 923-0923, www.hemlocktavern.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement St., San Francisco, 
387-6343, www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Bottle: The Purple Onion at Kells presents two 
nights with Eddie Brill, Red Scott, and more. Dec. 
13-14, 8 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, San 
Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundro- 
mat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, www. 
brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 567-5589. 

The Cynic Cave: Featuring Jules Posner, Sam Tallent, 
Matt Champagne, Jane Harrison, David Gborie, and 
Kevin O'Shea. Sat., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., $10, cyniccave. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
www.johnnyfoleys.com. 

F!#t&ing Free Fridays: Even your worst ex can’t 
take away your ability to laugh at yourself when 
EndGames Improv riffs on “Your F!#&ed Up Rela- 
tionship” every week. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free, 
freecomedyfridays.eventbrite.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia St., San Francisco, 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Fresh Like Cadaver: A monthly horror-themed, live 
movie riffing comedy show in the spirit of Mystery 
Science Theater 3000. Second Friday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10, facebook.com/FreshLikeCa- 
daver. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: A 
wacky talent showcase with host Meredith Godfrey. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The 
Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., San Francisco, 751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, >> 


MAGICIAN’S MISTRESS 


Iuminated by a spotlight, the magician requests a volunteer. He scans the 
audience with the discriminating eye of a cardsharp and plucks one out: the 
right bloom for the bouquet, the right note for the appoggiatura, the one. 
She’s not the chipper satin-and fishnet-clad young lady he'd hire for an assis- 
tant. She’s an old lady, a grandmother — she’s lived her life, so there’s noth- 
ing more to guess at. He will do his knife trick. He will puncture her, and she 
will leap out of the box, unwounded, not a hair shortened. We hear the rasp 
of the blades on the box. He opens it: No one is there. Choreographers Me- 
gan and Shannon Kurashige premiere an evening-length adaptation of Neil 
Gaiman’s 264-line poem on magic and loss, “Queen of Knives.” With seven 
performers working in a ballet-infused contemporary vocabulary, dance 
company Sharp and Fine retells Gaiman's story in images and illusions. 

Sharp and Fine presents “Queen of Knives” at 8 p.m. through Dec. 
14 and at 2 p.m. Dec. 15 at ZSpace, 450 Florida St., S.E. Tickets are $20- 
$30; visit sharpandfine.com. Irene Hsiao 
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San Francisco, 431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

Hysterical Historical San Francisco: Holiday Edition: 
Humorous retellings of San Francisco history by 
comic Kurt Weitzmann. Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29, $30-$40, comedyonthesquare. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

It’s a Wonderful Life: Live: Bad Movie Night's Jim 
Fourniadis takes some loving revenge on Frank 
Capra by writing and directing this humorous stage 
adaptation of the ubiquitous Christmas film. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 21, $20. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Jim Gaffigan: Fri., Dec. 13, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $39.75- 
$49.75. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
345-0900, www.thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Killing My Lobster: Winter Follies - Comedic Vi- 
gnettes for the Happy Holidays: Seasonal sketch 
comedy starring Molly Benson, Erin Carter, Jan 
Gilbert, Cal Grant, Matt Gunnison, Allison Page, 
Paco Romane, and Griffin Taylor. Dec. 12-15, 8 p.m.; 


Sat., Dec. 14, 10 p.m., $20, killingmylobster.com. Z 
Space Studio, 450 Florida, San Francisco, 626-0453, 
WWW.zspace.org. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

Live at Deluxe: Monthly ha-has on Haight. Third Mon- 
day of every month, 9 p.m. Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, 
San Francisco, 552-6949, www.pizza-deluxe.com. 

The Marsh's Third Annual Performance Holiday Bash: 
A night of stand-up comedy, solo performances, 
and “toasty seasoned stories” by Alicia Dattner, 
Marga Gomez, Jeff Greenwald, Josh Kornbluth, Don 
Reed, and others. Sat., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., $20-$100. 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510- 
704-8291, www.themarsh.org. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mortified: 8-Year Anniversary & Best of 2013 Super- 


show: Rachel Cohen, Tynan DeLong, Katie Imming, 
Amanda Janik, and Mark Schwartz share their finest 
overwrought moments of teenage super-feelings. 
Fri., Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m., $14-$21, getmortified.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 llth St., San Francisco, 626-1409, 
www.dnalounge.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 
693-9588. 

NSA Comedy Tour: A Night of Comedy, Ethics, 
and Tech: Will Durst provides political humor 
while the people from EthicsinTech discuss the 
far-less-humorous Surveillance State as it pertains 
to the Internet. Wed., Dec. 11, 6-9:30 p.m., $15, 
ethicsintech.com. Internet Archive, 300 Funston 
Ave., San Francisco, 561-6767, www.archive.org. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
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Dattner. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 18, $20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $15-$25. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, pur- 
pleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

Razowsky & Hamilton: Second City veterans David 
Razowsky and Rachel Hamilton bring their rapid-fire 
improvisational skills to Union Square for two 


Ady BLY 


ANIM 
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nights, with musical improv duo Huge opening 
both shows. Dec. 13-14, 8 p.m., $25. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, San Francisco, 989-0023, www. 
phoenixtheatresf.org. 

The Rejects of Stand-Up: Spend Friday the 13th with 
eternally unlucky comedians Chris Schiappacasse, 
Johnny Squires, Stephen Ferris, Suraj Menon, and 
Keon Kobra. Fri., Dec. 13, 10 p.m., $8-$10, rejects1213. 
eventbrite.com. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Robert Duchaine: Wed., Dec. 11, 8 p.m., $16. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, improvsoci- 
ety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
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by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Top Guys: Join Maverick, Goose, Iceman, and the rest 
of the uber-macho manly men as they soar right 
past the Friend Zone and into the Danger Zone in 
this comedic stage version of Top Gun. Through Dec. 
14, 8 p.m., $20, sfindie.com. Stage Werx 446, 446 
Valencia St, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

The TruTV Impractical Jokers Tour: Featuring the 
Tenderloins Comedy Troupe. Sat., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., 
$27.50-$87.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San 
Francisco, 345-0900, www.thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Vice Principals of Comedy: Hayden Greif-Neill, Erik 
Krasner, Allison Mick, Jon Urlie, Matt Lieb, Christo- 
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pher John, Johan Miranda, and Natasha Muse are 
the kind of comedians who won't bust you if you're 
caught smoking behind the gym. Wed., Dec. 11, 8 
p.m. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

W. Kamau Bell: Dec. 17-18, $16. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Will Durst: BoomeRaging: From LSD to OMG: Tues- 
days, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, $15-$50. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


A RUBY FOR A SANCTUARY 


Forty years as an independent bookseller is no small accomplishment, but 
University Press Books’ 40th Anniversary Benefit celebrates the lon- 
gevity of one of the Bay Area’s most vital and even defining venues for litera- 
ture, discourse, and community. The store has served as a sort of second 
home for some authors; authors who, when you ask them about UPB, say 
things like “sanctuary” and “a sense of actually belonging to something 
worthwhile” (you can read testimonials on its website). These are major poets: 
American Book Award winner and organizer of UC Berkeley's incredible Hol- 
loway Reading Series C.S. Giscombe; former U.S. Poet Laureate Robert Hass; 
heroes of experimental writing Lyn Hejinian, Brenda Hillman, and Geoffrey 
G. O’Brien. In addition to the readings, artist Vita Wells will say a few words 
about her installation. There will be food and drinks and, no doubt, a joyous 
gathering of supporters of both the store and of Bay Area literary culture. 
University Press Books’ 40th Anniversary Benefit starts at 7 p.m. at 
University Press Books, 2430 Bancroft Way, Berkeley. Admission is $40 
(student rates available); call (510) 548-0585 or visit universitypress- 


books.com. Evan Karp 
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Ballet Flamenco: Fiesta Navidefia: Saturdays, 
Sundays, 6:15 p.m. Continues through Dec. 29, 
$15-$19, carolinalugo.com. Pachamama Restau- 
rant, 1630 Powell, San Francisco, 646-0018, www. 
pachamamacenter.org. 

Ballet San Jose: Karen Gabay's The Nutcracker: 
Second annual performance of choreographer 
Karen Gabay’s modern feminist interpretation of 
the holiday dance standard. Dec. 13-15; Dec. 20-24; 
Thu., Dec. 26, $20-$105, balletsj.org. San Jose 
Center for the Performing Arts, 255 Almaden, San 
Jose, 408-277-5277, www.sanjose.org/meetings/ 
facilities/perf_arts.php. 

City Ballet School: The Nutcracker: 1th anniversary 
student performance featuring choreography by 
CBS Artistic Director Galina Alexandrova. Sat., Dec. 
14, 2&7 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 15, 2 p.m., $27.50-$37.50. 
Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 567- 
6642, www.palaceoffinearts.org. 

Global Dance Passport Showcase: Sample a wide 
variety of international dance styles via perfor- 
mances by Jill Parker & Foxglove Sweethearts, Eyla 
Moore, Danica Sena, Charlotte Nehm, Christiane 
Crawford, Norberto Martinez, and more. Fri., Dec. 
13, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 14, 5:30 & 8 p.m., $10. ODC 
Theater, 3153 17th St., San Francisco, 863-6606, 
www.odctheater.org. 

Mark Foehringer’s Nutcracker Sweets: This contem- 
porary dance production serves up the classic ballet 
in bite-sized, kid-friendly shows that last less than 
an hour. Through Dec. 15, 11 a.m., 2 & 4 p.m.; Through 
Dec. 24, Tl a.m. & 2 p.m.; Through Dec. 22, 4 p.m., 
$18-$28. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, Marina, 
San Francisco, www.fortmason.org. 

Mine: Five performers navigate a physical environment 
of ropes and netting in this RAWdance exploration 
of the desire to possess and control. Through Dec. 
15, 8 p.m., $21-$25, rawdance.org. Joe Goode 
Annex, 401 Alabama St., San Francisco, 561-6565, 
www.joegoode.org. 

Mision Flamenca: Monthly live music and dance 
performances. Second Saturday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., facebook.com/mision.flamenca. Bissap 
Baobab, 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 826-9287, 
www.bissapbaobab.com. 

Moscow Ballet: The Great Russian Nutcracker: In 





Soviet version of holiday ballet, nut cracks you. 
Sat., Dec. 14, 3 p.m., $28+ advance. Flint Center, 
21250 Stevens Creek, Cupertino, 408-864-8820, 
www.flintcenter.com. 

Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers and 
acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28, $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
admission), capacitor.org. Aquarium of the Bay, 
Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, www. 
aquariumofthebay.com. 

Queen of Knives: Sibling choreographers Megan 
and Shannon Kurashige adapt a Neil Gaiman poem 
into an evening-length dance piece with magical 
overtones. Dec. 12-14, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 15, 2 p.m., 
$25-$30, sharpandfine.com. Z Space Studio, 450 
Florida, San Francisco, 626-0453, www.zspace.org. 

S.F. Ballet: Nutcracker: The SFB has been performing 
its unique San Francisco-set version of this holiday 
dance standard for almost 70 years. Dec. 11-15; 
Dec. 17-24; Dec. 26-29, $25-$280, sfballet.org. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-3330, www.sfwmpac.org. 

Two Evenings of Deborah Hay Solo Adaptations: 
Featuring performances by Aura Fischbeck, Gry 
Bech-Hanssen, Manfred Fischbeck, Megan Nicely, 
and Ronja Ver. Dec. 13-14, 7:30 p.m., $15. NOHspace, 
2840 Mariposa, San Francisco, 621-0507, www. 
theatreofyugen.org. 

The Velveteen Rabbit: ODC/Dance brings back the 
annual family favorite for its holiday alternative to 
Nutcrackermania. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 15, $15-$75, www.odcdance.org/ 
velveteenrabbit. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Action Fiction!: Writers Katrin Arefy, Naomi Goldner, 
Kevin Halleran, Amy Payne, Sommer Schafer-auy- 
eung, Olga Zilberbourg, and Salvatore Zoida have 
their work performed by trained acting profession- 
als, thus turning normally blasé author readings into 
“literary magic.” Thu., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., free. Chez 
Poulet Gallery, 3359 Cesar Chavez, San Francisco, 
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N/A, chezpoulet.wordpress.com. 

An Unnerving Look at the Holidays: Family matinee 
featuring words by Lemony Snicket and music by 
Marcus Shelby and the SFJAZZ High School All- 
Stars. Sat., Dec. 14, 11 a.m., $5-$15. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin St., San Francisco, 866-920-5299, 
www.sfjazz.org. 

Bookswap Year-End Extravaganza: Novelist and 
Stanford lit instructor Anthony Marra is the guest 
of honor at this book-trading event whose De- 
cember theme is regret. Fri., Dec. 13, 6:30 p.m., 
$25 advance ticket purchases only (includes open 
bar), brownpapertickets.com/event/511208. The 
Booksmith, 1644 Haight, San Francisco, 863-8688, 
www.booksmith.com. 

Ed Baxter: KGO Radio's longtime morning news 
anchor shares some lighthearted ‘Reflections of 
a Questioning Mind” in his book, Waiting at Red 
Lights. Tue., Dec. 17, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 
1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Feast of Words: A Literary Potluck: Feed your brain 
and your belly at this monthly meeting of local 
scribes and chefs. Be sure to check the website in 
advance to learn about each month's theme. Third 
Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$12 (or $5 with 
potluck dish), feastofwords.somarts.org. SOMArts 
Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, San Francisco, 863- 
1414, www.somarts.org. 

Jack Hirschman’s Birthday Celebration: Alejandro 
Murguia, Neeli Cherkovski, Amber Tamblin, and 
others honor the local poetry legend on the eve 
of his 80th birthday. Wed., Dec. 11, 7 p.m., free. 
City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, San Francisco, 
362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Ken Goldstein: Silicon Valley's corporate milieu — 
and not Dashiell Hammett’s foggy backstreet San 
Francisco — is the all-new scene of the crime in 
This Is Rage, the debut thriller from tech exec Ken 
Goldstein. Thu., Dec. 12, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 
1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Laurie Lipton: The artist signs copies of The Drawings 
of Laurie Lipton, a new Last Gasp book that contains 
175 of her intensely detailed, often macabre pencil 
drawings. Fri., Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus yy 
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Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 
510-649-1320, www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

Lawfully Wedded Wives: Editors Nona Caspers and 
Joell Hallowell discuss their collection of first-per- 
son stories about lesbian nuptials, Lawfully Wedded 
Wives: Rethinking Marriage in the 21st Century. Thu., 
Dec. 12, 7 p.m., free, herecomethebridesbook.com. 
Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 282-9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Lunada Literary Lounge: The year’s final full moon 
brings with it the last Lunada of 2013, which 
features poetry readings by Maya Chinchilla and 
Lorenzo Herrera y Lozano. Tue., Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/LunadaGaleria. Galeria de la 
Raza, 2857 24th St., San Francisco, 826-8009, 
www.galeriadelaraza.org. 

Paul Brekke-Miesner: The local historian explains 
how Oakland became “The City That Changed 
the Face of Sports” in his new book, Home Field 
Advantage. Thu., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., free. Diesel, A 
Bookstore, 5433 College, Oakland, 510-653-9965, 
www.dieselbookstore.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free, 252-9990. 
Paxton Gate's Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, 
San Francisco, www.paxtongate.com. 

Queer Smut: Best Lesbian Erotica 2014 Book Re- 
lease Party: Amy Butcher, Jen Cross, Carol Queen, 
Sinclair Sexsmith, B.D. Swain, and other writers read 
their contributions to this year’s anthology. Thu., 
Dec. 12, 7-9 p.m., $20 (includes book). Center for Sex 
& Culture, 1349 Mission, San Francisco, 902-2071, 
www.sexandculture.org. 

RADAR Reading Series: Featuring Rotimi Agbabiaka, 
Cheeming Boey, Dave C, and Aya de Leon. Wed., 
Dec. 11, 6 p.m., free, radarproductions.org. San 
Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Ruth Sohn: The Los Angeles rabbi describes her 
experiences living incognito with her family in the 
Middle East in Crossing Cairo: A Jewish Woman's 
Encounter with Egypt. Thu., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., free. 
Jewish Community Library, 1835 Ellis, San Francisco, 
567-3327, www.bjesf.org/library.htm. 

Second Saturday Book Group: Second Saturday 
of every month, 10 a.m., free. Books Inc./Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 776-1111, www. 
booksinc.net. 

Small Press Traffic: Readings by Amanda Davidson 
and Jaime Cortez. Sun., Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m., $6-$10, 
smallpresstraffic.org. Artists’ Television Access, 992 
Valencia, San Francisco, 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

Story Time in the Library: Kids aged 4 to 8 are en- 
couraged to sit back and hear stories about nature 
and science. First and Third Sunday of every month, 
10:30 a.m., free. San Francisco Botanical Garden, 
Martin Luther King Jr., San Francisco, 564-3239, 
www.sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

UPB/Berkeley 40th Anniversary Benefit Reading: 
C.S. Giscombe, Robert Hass, Lyn Hejinian, Brenda 
Hillman, and Geoffrey G. O'Brien read in celebration 
of University Press Books’ four decades in the lit 
biz. Fri., Dec. 13, 7 p.m., $40, universitypressbooks. 
com/40thanniversary. University Press Books, 
2430 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, 510-548-0585, www. 
universitypressbooks.com. 

Write Club: Writers spar in 7-minute bouts based on 
given themes. Hosted by Casey Childers and Steven 
Westdahl. Third Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, 
647-2888, writeclubsf.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., San Francisco, www.makeoutroom.com. 

Writers on Writing: Dodie Bellamy (Cunt Norton) 
and Steven Seidenberg (ltch) read and discuss 
their latest work. Mon., Dec. 16, 7 p.m., free. SFSU 
Campus/Humanities Building, 1600 Holloway, San 
Francisco, 338-1111, www.sfsu.edu. 

Writers with Drinks: Charlie Jane Anders presents 
tipsy-lit readings by Anita Amirrezvani, Kelley 
Eskridge, Nicola Griffith, Lauren Kate, Adam Mans- 
bach, and Adam Novy. Sat., Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., 
$5-$10, writerswithdrinks.com. Make-Out Room, 
3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 647-2888, www. 
makeoutroom.com. 

Zyzzyva's Third Annual Holiday Party & Reading: 
Editors Laura Cogan and Oscar Villalon celebrate 
the release of their Winter issue with readings by 
contributors Lisa Teasley, John W. Evans, Pat Joseph, 
and Monique Wentzel. Wed., Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, San Francisco, 863- 
8688, www.booksmith.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable 
romp of North American river otters to Pier 39. 
Daily. Okeanos: A Love Letter to the Sea: Dancers 
and acrobats create a portrait of the ocean in this 
cirque-styled show by the Capacitor performance 
troupe. Saturdays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28. $15-$30 (includes aquarium 
admission). capacitor.org. Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 623-5300, www.aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. In a New Light: 
The Asian Art Museum Collection: A display of more 
than 2,500 objects from the museum's permanent 
collection explores the major cultures of Asia. 
Daily. Free with museum admission. In Grand Style: 
Celebrations in Korean Art During the Joseon 
Dynasty: More than 100 historical items depict 
Korean festivals, processions, and parties from the 
late 14th century to the early 20th. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 12. The Carved Brush: 
24 artworks by Chinese brush painter Qi Baish. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 13. 200 
Larkin, San Francisco, 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
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and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-S8. 
540 Broadway, San Francisco, 399-9626, www. 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
San Francisco, 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Earthquake: Treat 
your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Fragile Planet: Float through the 
roof of the Academy's building, zoom through the 
atmosphere, and gain an astronaut's view of Earth 
inthis Planetarium feature narrated by Sigourney 
Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies 
in the animal kingdom. Daily. Cosmic Collisions: 
Planetarium show about crashing astronomical 
interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 


There are a lot of specialty events for buying gifts in the Bay Area, but few of 
them can match the size and scope of the KPFA Crafts Fair. An annual holi- 
day tradition in its 43rd year, the fair features more than 200 exhibitors spe- 
cially curated to reflect the diversity of the region. New this year is the 
“Edible Tastings” section, where hungry visitors can sample the treats on dis- 
play from local food artisans. Also special this year is a reduced door price. 
Organizers are offering a two-for-one entry package to commemorate the 
scheduled closing of the fair’s longtime home at the Concourse Exhibition 
Center. As for the gifts, fair producer Jan Etre is most excited about the large 
metal sculptures of Chad Heise, which will decorate the lobby of the con- 
course, and the funky felt hats of Lauri Chambers. “People who know felt 


hats flock to her booth,” Etre says. 


The KPFA Crafts Fair starts at 10 a.m. and continues through Dec. 15 
at the Concourse Exhibition Center, 635 Eighth St., S.F. Tickets are $10; 
call (510) 848-6767 ext. 646 or visit kpfa.org/craftsfair. Devin Holt 
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to entire galaxies. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch 
as the Academy's flightless friends are offered 
their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's 
live coral tank and offer live explanations of its 
denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Reindeer 
Rendezvous: Special holiday presentations with 
live caribou. Through Dec. 31, noon. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some of 
the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 
3:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef 
Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 
Holiday Bazaar NightLife: Local merchants provide 
“giftable treasures” for you to buy while Mark 
Farina and the Slayers Club DJs bring the beats. 
Thu., Dec. 12, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. Family Nature 
Crafts: Nature-themed craftmaking for kids 5-11. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. 55 Music Concourse, San Francisco, 
379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Small Press Spotlight on Tyler 


Cohen: Exhibit focusing on the local feminist comic 
artist. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 
6. $4-$8. primazonia.com. Sam & Max - Swift & 
Mirthful Justice: The Art of Steve Purcell: Exhibition 
of original comic art starring Freelance Police 
sleuths Sam (the dog) and Max (the rabbity thing). 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 20. 
$4-S8. Grains of Sand: 25 Years of The Sandman: 
Neil Gaiman's landmark comic book series gets 
a loving retrospective treatment with over 75 
pieces of original panel artwork, Dave McKean 
covers, concept sketches, and more (including 
art from the new Sandman: Overture miniseries). 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 16. 
$4-$8. Searle in America: Career retrospective of 
British cartoonist Ronald Searle. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 30. $4-$8. Grains of Sand: 
An Evening with Mike Dringenberg: The artist who 
inked early issues of Neil Gaiman's Sandman comic 
series (and also created the iconic poster of The 
Endless seen in geeky friends’ bedrooms the 
world over) discusses his work in conversation 
with exhibit curator Ryan Graff. Sat., Dec. 14, 7 
p.m. $25+. 655 Mission, San Francisco, 227-8666, 
www.cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Play Things: Toys in 


Peanuts: A nostalgic look at popular old kids’ toys 
as seen in Charlie Brown comics. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 3. Starry, 
Starry Night: Peanuts characters contemplate the 
mysteries of the universe in this exhibit of nocturnal 
comic strips. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through April 27. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, www.schulzmuseum.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Butterflies & Blooms: 


Hundreds of butterflies — including monarchs, 
swallowtails, painted ladies, and more — flutter 
among the flowers in an exhibition sure to please 
lepidopterists and botanists alike. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through March 16. $2-$7. 100 John 
F Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 666-7001, www. 
conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Work in Progress: 


Considering Utopia: Three artists — Oded Hirsch, 
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Artist Talk 


SAND ART 


Ohad Meromi, Elisheva Biernoff — examine the 
ideas behind Jewish communal kibbutzim via 
videos, photography, sculptural installation, and 
interactive magnet painting. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 20. To 
Build & Be Built: Kibbutz History: A look back at the 
birth and evolution of Israel's utopian communes. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 1. Jason Lazarus: Live Archive: Includes 
an installation of found/donated photographs, 
re-created signs from the Occupy Movement, live 
piano rehearsals, and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through March 23. 
Frog and Toad and the World of Arnold Lobel: A cele- 
bration of the children’s book author and illustrator 
featuring over 100 original drawings and works on 
paper. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 23. Black Sabbath: The 


An epic story with plotlines centered on revenge, resurrection, and survival, 
Neil Gaiman's The Sandman is the kind of comic series that makes other 
comic series pale by comparison. First published in 1989, it prompted Nor- 
man Mailer — who could be incredibly cynical — to wax uncynical and say: 
“Along with all else, Sandman is a comic strip for intellectuals, and I say it’s 
about time.” Yes, Gaiman deservedly gets much of the credit for The Sand- 
man, but artist Mike Dringenberg helped make the series epic with his early 
drawings and character creations, and the Cartoon Art Museum is celebrat- 
ing those contributions by having Dringenberg speak in its intimate space. 
The Q&A will feature Dringenberg gabbing with Ryan Graff, who co-curated 
the museum's current Sandman exhibition. It’s a rare chance to get an inside 
view of a comic series that is still going strong and still worthy of adulation. 
Mike Dringenberg speaks at 7 p.m. at the Cartoon Art Museum, 655 
Mission St., S.F. Tickets are $25; call 227-8666 or visit cartoonart.org. 
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Secret Musical History of Black-Jewish Relations: 
An interactive exhibit featuring music and video 
recordings that illustrate the cultural influences 
shared by Jews and African-Americans alike, 
including performances in such genres as jazz, 
soul, showtunes, and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Drop-in Art Making: Weekly 
art workshops for kids and families. Sundays, 1-3 
p.m. free with museum admission. 736 Mission, San 
Francisco, 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. The Art of Bulgari: La Dolce Vita 


& Beyond 1950-1990: The jewelry maker merits an 
appropriately deluxe exhibit featuring over 150 
lustrous works from the latter half of the 20th 
century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 17. David Hockney: A Bigger Exhibition: Q: Just 
how big is “bigger’’? A: It's the biggest exhibit in 
the de Young's history, featuring over 300 works 
by the British artist, including paintings, drawings, 
digital videos, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 20. $25. Friday Nights at the 
de Young: An art-focused happy hour, with special 
performances and hands-on activities plus cheap 
admission. Fridays, 5 p.m. Free-. 50 Hagiwara Tea 
Garden Drive, San Francisco, 750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Exploratori- 


um’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze designed 
to heighten one’s awareness of the sense of touch — 
reopens at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to regular 
museum admission). Comfort Zone: Choreographer 
Benjamin Levy of LEVYdance helped create this 
interactive exhibit that uses a mixture of technology 
and human movement to explore social interaction. 
Through Jan. 31, 2014. Jeppe Heim’s Long Modified 
Benches: Sculptural seating by ‘“experiential artist” 
Hein allows resting pedestrians to interact in 
different ways. Through April 1, 2014. Permanent 
Galleries: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Teeming and Tenuous/Fleeting and Alive: Film 
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Performances by Alex MacKenzie: The avant-garde 
filmmaker appears in person to project three of 
his multi-screen experimental cinema works. 
Wed., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. $5-$10. Resonance: Unheard 
Sounds, Undiscovered Music: Pianist/composer 
Sarah Cahill hosts this bimonthly series of musical 
performances and live interviews. Second Thursday 
of every other month, 7 p.m. Soundscapes: A 
series of artist-created audio experiments and 
interactive sound installations. Tuesdays, Fridays; 
First Sunday of every month; Last Sunday of every 
month. Continues through June 1. Saturday Cinema: 
Weekly thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts 
program. Saturdays, 12, 2 & 4 p.m. Free with museum 
admission. Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium 
scientist Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with 
physics via hands-on activities and demonstrations 
that explore physical phenomena like sound, color, 
temperature, etc. Third Thursday of every month, 7 
p.m.; Third Sunday of every month, 2 p.m. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor art and 
science exhibit. Daily. free. 38 Fort Mason, San 
Francisco, 345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 
Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian 
Allan Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers 
in the field of community-based gay history that 
emerged in the 1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT 
Historical Society has opened his papers for use 
by researchers. Daily. 657 Mission, San Francisco, 
777-5455, www.glbthistory.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Vicki Marlane: I'm Your Lady: 
Exhibit featuring photographs, video, and artifacts 
illustrating the life and career of the Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge transgender drag performer. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
$3-$5. 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 621-1107, www. 
glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Letters: 
1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, San Francisco, 777- 
9060, www.tauberholocaustlibrary.org. » 
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Legion of Honor. Matisse from SFMOMA: With its own 
home currently shuttered for renovations, the 
SFMOMA loans 23 of the famed French Impression- 
ist's works to the Legion of Honor for a 10-month 
spell. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 
T. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from En- 
gland and continental Europe. Daily. Anders Zorn: 
Sweden's Master Painter: Retrospective exhibit 
featuring 100 oil paintings, watercolors, etchings, 
and sculptures. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 2. Darren Waterston: A Compendium of 
Creatures: These 12 color aquatints from the artist's 
portfolio A Swarm, A Flock, A Host: A Compendium 
of Creatures update the concept of the medieval 
bestiary. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
29. $6-$10. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 750-3600. 

Los Gatos Museum. American Bohemia: The Cats Es- 
tate in Los Gatos: A look at the literary lives of C.E.S 
Wood and Sara Bard Field, including home movies, 
audio recordings, rare photographs, books, letters, 
and more. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 





April 20. 75 Church St., Los Gatos, 408-395-7375. 
Mexican Museum. An Inspired Gift: The Rex May 
Collection of Popular Art: Mexican folk art paintings, 
wooden sculptures, ceramics, glass, and textiles. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through March 16. 
Free. Marina & Buchanan, San Francisco, 202-9700, 
www.mexicanmuseum.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Crosscurrents: 
Africa and Black Diasporas in Dialogue, 1960-1980: 
Exhibition illustrating the influence of multiple Black 
liberation art movements, including music, poetry, 
and film in addition to visual arts. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 13. 685 Mission, San 
Francisco, 358-7200, www.moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Peter Stackpole: 
Bridging the Bay: Black-and-white photographs 
chronicling the construction of the original Bay 
Bridge in the 1930s. Through Jan. 26, 2014. $6-$12. 
Above and Below: Stories of Our Changing Bay: An 
interactive, multidisciplinary exhibition about the 
physical changes undergone by the San Francisco 
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Bay over the past 6,000 years. Through Feb. 23, 
2014. $6-$12. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
www.museumca.org. 

The Presidio Trust. Welcome to the Presidio: Two 
galleries — “Presidio Milestones” and “The Next 
Chapter: Creating a Future from Our Past” — il- 
lustrate the Persidio's transition from a military 
base into a national park and beyond. Wednes- 
days-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 31. Free. 103 Montgomery St., San Francisco, 
561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 

Randall Museum. Drop-in Family Ceramics Workshop: 
Each week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and 
ceramics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. 
Drop-in Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m. $4. Meet the Animals: Live presentations about 
the animals who live at the museum. Saturdays, 11 
a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San Francisco, 554-9600, 
www.randallmuseum.org. 


In Grand Style was organized by the Asian Art Museum in collaboration with the National Museum of Korea and the National Palace Museum 
of Korea based on the exhibition Scenes of Banquets and Ceremonies of the Joseon Period held by the National Museum of Korea in 2009. 
Presentation at the Asian Art Museum is made possible with the generous support of Koret Foundation, Samsung, The Korea Foundation, The 
Bernard Osher Foundation, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, Silicon Valley Bank, Jamie and Steve Chen, John and Barbara 
Osterweis, and Suno Kay Osterweis. Image: Royal Protocol for King Jeongjo’s Visit to His Father’s Tomb in Hwaseong (detail), 1800-1900. 
Korea, Joseon dynasty (1892-1910). Album; ink and colors on paper. Courtesy of National Museum of Korea. 


Proximities was organized by the Asian Art Museum. Presentation at the Asian Art Museum is made possible with the generous support of Graue 
Family Foundation, Columbia Foundation and an anonymous donor. Image: Double Barbershop Poles, Askew, 2011, by Amanda Curreri (American, 
b. 1977). Part of screen-printed triptych on paper, edition of five, H. 30 x W. 20 in. each. © Amanda Curreri. Courtesy of the artist and Romer 


Young Gallery. 
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San Francisco Main Library. Digging Deep: Underneath 
San Francisco Public Library: Historical artifacts 
found at the library site, which was once a cemetery 
as well as City Hall. Daily. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

San Francisco Museum of Craft & Design. Jerry 
Takigawa: False Food: Exhibit of photographs and 
assemblages made using plastic consumer junk 
(e.g., soda bottle caps) often mistaken for food by 
animals in the wild. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 19. 2569 3rd St., San Francisco, 773- 
0303, www.sfmcd.org. 

UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A 
colorfully modular and interactive seating sculpture 
from the inventors of the parklet. Through Dec. 20, 
2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-0808, www. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Bruno Bozzetto: 
Animation, Maestro!: Exhibit of pencil drawings, 
cels, and backgrounds from Allegro non Troppo 
and other works by the Italian animator. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 7. 
Water to Paper, Paint to Sky: The Art of Tyrus Wong: 
Retrospective exhibit featuring over 150 works by 
former Disney artist Tyrus Wong, whose ethereal 
paintings influenced the iconic look of Bambi and 
other classic family films. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 3. Animate 
Your Night: Jolly Holiday: Xmas installment of the 
museum's adults-only nightlife event, with two 
special presentations of the Charles Phoenix Retro 
Holiday Slide Show to satisfy all your ultra-kitschy 
nostalgia needs. Fri., Dec. 13, 6 & 8 p.m. $15-$40. 
104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, www. 
waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 
Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed 
in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through 
Nov. 30, 2015. Free. Films by Fassbender: 10-film 
retrospective of provocative German director 
Rainer Werner Fassbinder; see the YBCA website 
for titles and showtimes. Thursdays, Saturdays, 
Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. $8-$10. The 
Velveteen Rabbit: ODC/Dance brings back the 
annual family favorite for its holiday alternative 
to Nutcrackermania. Thursdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 15. $15-$75. www.odcdance. 
org/velveteenrabbit. Dissident Futures: Group 
exhibit offering multiple perspectives on possible 
alternate/utopian futures. Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 26. $8-$10. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


THEATER 


A Chorus Line: SFSU student production of Mar- 
vin Hamlisch's ever-popular Broadway musical. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 15, $8-$15. SFSU Campus/ 
Little Theater, 1600 Holloway, San Francisco, 338- 
2467, www.sfsu.edu. 

A Christmas Carol: Dickens’ haunted holiday story 
returns to the stage as a musical, with James 
Carpenter starring as Ebenezer Scrooge. Wednes- 
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Comedy 


AHOLIDAY ROAST 


days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $20-$95. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
San Francisco, 749-2228, www.act-sf.org/site/ 
PageServer. 

A Very Merry Murder Mystery: A holiday whodunit 
by the improvisers from Bay Area Theatresports. 
Fridays, Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 21, 
$17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, 
San Francisco, 474-6776. 

Avenue Q: Local production of the popular puppet 
musical that is decidedly not for kids. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 12, $18-$40. 
New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

The Barbary Coast Revue: A musical time machine 
back to the bawdy old days of San Francisco's 
Barbary Coast. Wednesdays, 9 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 18, $20, barbarycoastrevue.com. 
The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863-6623, 
www.studsf.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Seasonal Extravaganza: 
Special holiday version of Steve Silver's pop-cul- 
ture-skewering musical revue, complete with tap 
dancing Christmas trees. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $25-$159, beachblanket- 
babylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Francisco, 
421-4222, www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

The Book of Mormon: Touring version of the Tony 
Award-winning musical comedy smash about Mor- 
mon missionaries in Africa, as viewed through the 
skewed eyes of South Park creators Trey Parker and 
Matt Stone. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 19, $55-$205, bookofmormonthemusical.com. 
Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San Francisco, 551- 
2000, www.shnsf.com. 

California Revels: 28th Annual Christmas Revels - 
The Spirits of Haddon Hall: Seasonal musical set 
in an English country estate after WWI. Starting 
Dec. 13, Saturdays, Sundays, 1 & 5 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $12-$55, califor- 
niarevels.org. Scottish Rite Theater, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland, 925-798-1300, www.scottish-rite.org. 

Can You Dig It? The ‘60s - Back Down East 14th: 
90-minute autobiographical solo show by Don Reed. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 15, $20-$50, themarsh.org. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Cinderella: Musical version of the crowd-pleasing 
fairytale produced by the African-American Shake- 
speare Company. Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $12.50-$37.50, 
african-americanshakes.org. Buriel Clay Theater, 
762 Fulton, San Francisco, 762-2071, www.afri- 
can-americanshakes.org. 

Cirque Dreams Holidaze: Touring production of 
director Neil Goldberg's colorfully costumed holiday 
circus show. Dec. 11-15, $45-$160, shnsf.com/online/ 
cirque. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 
551-2000, www.shnsf.com. 

Crones for the Holidays: The Sequel: Crackpot Crones 
Terry Baum and Carolyn Myers bring their trademark 
sass to lesbian-centric holiday stories, comedy 
sketches, sing-alongs, and more. Starting Dec. 14, 
Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29, $15-$20, crackpotcrones.com. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847, 


Christmas, I mean, what a weird holiday, right? It’s in that spirit that the 
Crackpot Crones present their comedy holiday spectacular, Crones for the 
Holidays: The Sequel! Playwright Terry Baum (she refers to herself as 
“slightly” world-renowned) and comedian Carolyn Meyers are putting ona 
show full of sketch comedy, parody carols, a Hanukkah puppet show, anda 
Yuletide abortion discussion. And what better time to discuss it, when ev- 
eryone’s got the alleged “Immaculate” Conception at the forefront of their 
brains anyway? Expect your religion or holiday traditions of choice to be 
skewered, but know that it’s all in good fun and in a way, it’s being done as a 
tribute to the uncorrupted spirit of the holiday season. Maybe. 

Crones for the Holidays: The Sequel! takes place at 3 p.m. and continues 
through Dec. 29 at EXIT Theatre, 156 Eddy St., S.F. Tickets are $15-$20; 
call 673-3847 or visit theexit.org. Emilie Mutert 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


www.theexit.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at the 
current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., $34, 
foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Fringe Goes Long: Free staged readings of works in 
progress by five SFSU Creative Writing grad stu- 
dents. Dec. 16-20, 7 p.m., Free. SFSU Campus, 1600 
Holloway, San Francisco, 338-1111, www.sfsu.edu. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes 2013: 
Heklina, Matthew Martin, Pollo Del Mar, Cookie 
Dough, and celebrity guests present their eighth 
annual “All Drag Xmas Exdrag-a-ganza” featuring 
everyone's favorite Floridian retirees in full-on 
holiday spirits. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $30, 
trannyshack.com. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., 
San Francisco, 863-7576, www.victoriatheatre.org. 

Hedwig and the Angry Inch: The comical and rocking 
LGBT musical favorite. Wednesdays-Saturdays, $15- 
$39. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, San Francisco, 
776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

It’s a Wonderful Life: Live: Bad Movie Night's Jim 
Fourniadis takes some loving revenge on Frank 
Capra by writing and directing this humorous stage 
adaptation of the ubiquitous Christmas film. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 21, $20. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

It's Christmas, Carole!: The people who brought 
you Wunderworld return with an all-new “human 
cartoon” that retells Dickens’ holiday story in a 
uniquely quirky, kid-friendly way. Starting Dec. 
12, Thursdays, Fridays, 7 p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 
2 & 5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $10-$20, 
itschristmascarole.com. Children’s Creativity 
Museum, 221 4th St., San Francisco, 820-3320, 
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www.creativity.org. 

Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol: Ebenezer Scrooge's 
late business partner takes center stage in this 
re-envisioning of the classic Dickens story. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 22, $37-$58. 
Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill Valley, 
388-5200, www.marintheatre.org. 

The Jewelry Box: A Genuine Christmas Story: Brian 
Copeland tries to find the perfect holiday gift for 
his mother in this family friendly solo show set in 
1970s Oakland. Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 28. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Marsh's Third Annual Performance Holiday Bash: 
A night of stand-up comedy, solo performances, 
and “toasty seasoned stories” by Alicia Dattner, 
Marga Gomez, Jeff Greenwald, Josh Kornbluth, Don 
Reed, and others. Sat., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., $20-$100. 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510- 
704-8291, www.themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

My Beautiful Laundrette: Playwrights Andy Graham 
and Roger Parsley adapted Hanif Kureishi's movie 
script (the 1985 film version of which starred a 
young Daniel Day-Lewis) for this U.S. stage pre- 
miere. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 
2 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $25-$45. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

Noises Off: Revival of Michael Frayn’s behind-the- 
stage-curtain theatrical farce. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Jan. 25, $26-$38. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, www. 


e 
= 


Andrew Kenower 


LEGENDARY LANGUAGE 


Across from the Transamerica Pyramid, where Montgomery Street meets 
Columbus Avenue, sits the historic Canessa Building, a brick landmark built 
in the late 1800s. Canessa Gallery, inside, has hosted countless artists and 
writers and is an enchanting place to attend a reading (there is a ship’s hull 
incorporated into the building, for one thing). The gallery’s long-running 
reading series has traditionally hosted three poets each month, but this 
month they host only Clark Coolidge. If you're familiar with the living leg- 
end of American letters, you are surely thinking: only Clark Coolidge! Often 
associated with the Language School, the experimental poet’s experience as 
a jazz drummer is evident in the cool, measured delivery of his readings. He 
lives up in Petaluma and doesn’t do many reading these days, so take the op- 
portunity if you can: Coolidge is both fun and fascinating; with some 40 
books, he has a wide array of writings (if not a personal canon) and often 
changes things up drastically within a single reading. 

Clark Coolidge starts at 7 p.m. at Canessa Gallery, 708 Montgomery 
St., S.F. Free; visit canessa.org. Evan Karp 
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LETTERS NEWS 


sheltontheater.com. 

Off Book, Off Broadway: The Un-Scripted Theater 
Company goes beyond Sondheim to create an 
all-new, all-improvised musical production every 
night. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 21, $10-$20, un-scripted.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, www. 
sheltontheater.com. 

One-Minute Play Festival: Concision is key at the 
Playwrights Foundation’s fourth annual blink-and- 
you'll-miss-it theatrical dash, which features 90 
one-minute plays written by 52 local playwrights. 
Sat., Dec. 14, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 15, 3 & 8 p.m., 
$18-$36, playwrightsfoundation.org. The Thick 
House, 1695 18th St., San Francisco, 401-8081, 
www.thickhouse.org. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 18, $20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh 


Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Peter/Wendy: West Coast premiere of a minimalist 
retelling/reimagining of the Peter Pan story, 
featuring a musical score written by indietronic 
collage band The Books. Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 21, $15-$33. The Custom 
Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough St., San Francisco, 
798-2682, www.custommade.org. 

QED: Jeff Garrett stars as Nobel Prize-winning 
physicist Richard Feynman in this scientifically 
entertaining production from Indra’s Net Theater. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 22, 
$20-$28, indrasnettheater.com. Berkeley City 
Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, www. 
berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Razowsky & Hamilton: Second City veterans David 
Razowsky and Rachel Hamilton bring their rapid-fire 
improvisational skills to Union Square for two 
nights, with musical improv duo Huge opening 
both shows. Dec. 13-14, 8 p.m., $25. The Phoenix 


COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC | 


Theatre, 414 Mason, San Francisco, 989-0023, www. 
phoenixtheatresf.org. 

Snoopy!!!: Revival of the musical sequel to You're a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown by 42nd Street Moon. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
15, $25-$75, 42ndstmoon.org. Eureka Theatre, 
215 Jackson, San Francisco, 788-7469, www.th- 
eeurekatheatre.com. 

Too Many Tamales: The Marsh Youth Theater presents 
its stage adaptation of Gary Soto's picture book 
about a holiday dinner, a missing family heirloom, 
and a whole lotta Mexican food. Dec. 13-15; Dec. 
21-23; Dec. 27-30; Jan. 2-4, $8-$35. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco, 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 

The Velveteen Rabbit: ODC/Dance brings back the 
annual family favorite for its holiday alternative to 
Nutcrackermania. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 15, $15-$75, www.odcdance.org/ 
velveteenrabbit. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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JOIN 98.1 KISS FM AND THE SOFITEL FOR THE 
HOTTEST NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY IN THE BAY AREA! 


PARTY THROUGHOUT THREE VENUES AT THE SOFITEL SAN FRANCISCO BAY 
aS ely 7-\ee) SO a) EareulelelS welaie) Will Kseie aie ele ella) WS aire aie New ere) 
with classic and current R&B, soul, nip-hop, Latin, poo and standard dance nits. 


PLUS: DJ JayPlus soinning your favorite Klss FM old scnool party jams in the Bay Bar and 
DJ VICI IMIIKE SOINIAIAC I 1Ae veroincio Room. Docs clOen cir sen, Crcimioceine 
Ole melmanlelalelalr 


TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW AT EVE2014.EVENTBRITE.COM 


$90 Eve ticket $145 Platinum ticket (includes premium open bar 9om-lam in the VIP Lounge) 


$275 Eve Hotel Package $365 Eve Brunch Package $475 Platinum Eve Package 
(ololaakelare Wale <i) (room, 2 Tickets, Oruncn for two) (room, 2 Tickets, brunch for 2, premium bar) 





Complimentary self parking for all Eve 14 ticket holders. ALL packages include 12% occupancy tax and tourism fee. Dress is casual glamour. 
21 and over please. No outside beverages or coolers allowed. This will be strictly enforced. Service fees apply to tickets purchased through eventorite.com. 
To purchase tickets and hotel packages directly with the hotel, call 650.508.7150. 














SOFITEL |/G8.1KISS:: 
ONO LO Re 6 RIO) TFS les THE BAY’S OLD SCHOOL! . 
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ROCK 


Stu Allen & Mars Hotel: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30- 
$35. Brick & Mortar Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 800-8782. 

Family, Friends, and Fans New Year's Eve Party 
with New Monsoon: Tue., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $35- 
$45. Connecticut Yankee, 100 Connecticut, San 
Francisco, 552-4440. 

The Final Countdown: Red Devil Lounge NYE closing 
party with Pop Rocks, Tue., Dec. 31,9 p.m., $60. Red 
Devil Lounge, 1695 Polk, San Francisco, 921-1695. 

The Fresh & Onlys, Vetiver, Sun Araw, Pure Bliss: 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$30. The Chapel, 777 
Valencia St., San Francisco, 551-5157. 

Generationals, The Frail, Nova Albion: Tue., Dec. 31, 
10 p.m., $22-$25. Bottom of the Hill, 1233 17th St., 
San Francisco, 621-4455. 

Melvins, Redd Kross, Frightwig: Tue., Dec. 31,9 p.m., 
$40. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 885-0750. 

New Year's Eve Bash with Glitter Wizard, Pins of 
Light, Owl: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $12. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 923-0923. 

NOFX New Year's Heave: w/ Dillinger Four, Teenage 
Bottlerocket, Implants, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40- 
$52. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
345-0900. 

Primus & The Chocolate Factory: w/ The Frog Brigade 
Ensemble, Tue., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $49.50-$65, 
www.apeconcerts.com. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 

The Remones: Tue., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., free. The 
Riptide, 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 759-7263. 


DANCE 


A Grand Affair: Tue., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $89.95+ ad- 
vance, sfgrand.com/nye2014. The Grand Nightclub, 
520 4th St., San Francisco, 814-3008. 

Bearracuda: Eighth Annual NYE S.F.: w/ DJs Paul 
Goodyear & Matt Stands, Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $20 
advance, bearracuda.com. BeatBox, 314 1ith St., 
San Francisco, 500-2675. 

Bootie S.F.: NYE 2014 Shit Show: w/ A+D, Smash-Up 
Derby, DJ Dada, Dcnstrct, MyKill, Meikee Magnetic, 
Mixtress Shizaam, BishopeMagnetic, Entyme, 
Airsun, more, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40, boot- 
iesf.com. DNA Lounge, 375 1th St., San Francisco, 
626-1409. 

Butterfly New Year's Eve: A Great Gatsby Inspired 
Event: w/ The Les & DJ MytyMyke, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $99+ advance, butterflynye2014.eventbrite. 
com. Butterfly, 33 Pier, San Francisco, 864-8999. 

Catch 2014 If You Can: w/ Traviswild, Jsanty, Deejay 
Theory, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $149+ advance. Hotel 





Mark Davis/Getty Images for Coachella 


MOBY 


Vegan DJ Moby will be leading 
the festivities at the Fifth Annual 
Streets of San Francisco NYE. 
Repackaged vintage tunes and 
classics lightheartedly funkified 
for the thirtysomething casual 
social human. Dance and party 
like it’s actually still around 
1999. With Alex Sibley, Aaron 
Axelsen. Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m. 
$125 and up. Fort Mason, 
Festival Pavilion, 292-3531, 
streetsofsfnye.com. 
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Vitale, 8 Mission St., San Francisco, 413-4716. 

Champagne Resolutions: w/ DJs Cobra, Twin Spin, and 
Intensify, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $100+ advance. Hyatt 
Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, San 
Francisco, 788-1234. 

Matthew Dear, Solar, Galen, Jason Kendig, P-Play, 
Josh Cheon, Robot Hustle: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$25-$40 advance. Public Works, 161 Erie, San 
Francisco, 932-0955. 

Epic New Year's Eve 2014: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35+ 
advance. Westin San Francisco Market Street, 50 
Third St., San Francisco, 974-6400. 

Fifth Annual Streets of San Francisco NYE: w/ 
Moby (DJ set), Alex Sibley, Aaron Axelsen, Tue., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125+ advance, streetsofsfnye. 
com. Fort Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San 
Francisco, 292-3531. 
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SATURDAY 12/28 
MATHEW JONSON wwe 
HRDVSION tive 


EWAN PEARSON 


FRIDAY 12/13 - MAINROOM 
ZEBRA KATZ & HOUSE OF LADOSHA 


SATURDAY 12/14 
FREE SANTACON FUNK PARTY: 
OFFICIAL SANTACON AFTERPARTY 


TUESDAY 12/17 
NPR'S THE MOTH: STORYSLAM 


THURSDAY 12/19 
SPEECHLESS: TECH IMPROV 


SATURDAY 12/21 - LOFT 
ALL NIGHT LONG W/ DJ GARTH 


WW. P UBL 








Holy Ghost!, Midi Matilda, DJ Vin Sol: Tue., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., sold out. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco, 771-1420. 

Masquerade: New Year’s Eve 2014: w/ DJ Miles Me- 
dina, Tue., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $45+ advance. Infusion 
Lounge, 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421-8700. 

Midnight Dreamz NYE 2014: w/ DJ Alex Dreamz, Tue., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$100. Sloane, 1525 Mission, San 
Francisco, 621-7007. 

Mighty Mammoth Masquerade: w/ Blond:ish, Grav- 
ity, Moe Moe, Jonathan Will, Zach Walker, Markie 
B, Derek Hena, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$100 
advance, pinkmammoth.org. Mighty, 119 Utah, San 
Francisco, 762-0151. 

Neon New Year's 2014: w/ Tall Sasha, Tue., Dec. 31, 
10 p.m., $35+ advance, supperclub2014.eventbrite. 
com. Supperclub San Francisco, 657 Harrison, >> 


CWORICS 


FRIDAY 12/20 - MAINROOM 


Z-IRIP 


FRIDAY 12/27 - MAINROOM 


THE SCUMFROG 


TUESDAY 12/31 - MAINROOM 


MATTHEW DEAR 


NEW YEARS EVE - DJ SET 


FRIDAY 12/27 - LOFT 
RESONATE 


WEDNESDAY 1/1 - MAINROOM 
BRASS TAX: 
SUPPER OF SURVIVORS 


SATURDAY 1/4 - LOFT 
UNAS 3 | 


SATURDAY 1/11 - MAINA OOM 
NONSTOP BHANGRA #99 
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The Morning After 


Ah, New Year’s Day: A brave new morning full of hope, resolutions, fresh 
starts — and, unless you were very, very good last night, a pounding head, 
dry mouth, and sore joints from New Year’s Eve revelry. Don’t let a hang- 
over get in the way of the “new you’ that you're definitely going to be this 
year. These beloved bruncheries open on New Year’s Day will get your 2014 
off to a great start. Anna Roth 


Brenda's French Soul Food 

The perennially popular Tenderloin spot serves stick-to-your-ribs New Orle- 
ans cooking, like shrimp and grits, crispy fried chicken, beignets in many fla- 
vors, and ethereal, buttery biscuits, along with standard breakfast fare like 
omelets and pancakes. For drinks, there are mimosas made with sparkling 
rose, anda Creole bloody Mary garnished with pickled okra. 

652 Polk, 345-8100, frenchsoulfood.com. 


Wise Sons Deli 

Matzo ball soup is good for everything that ails you, including the over-indul- 
gences of the night before. But this hip Mission deli also serves all-day break- 
fasts like pastrami and eggs, matzo brei, and challah French toast, along with 


all manner of meaty, salty sandwiches made from meat cured in-house. 
3150 24th St., 787-3354, wisesonsdeli.com. 


Presidio Social Club 


Spend a restorative moment in the quiet calm of the Presidio’s eucalyptus 
trees and Golden Gate views, then head to this airy, military-bar- 
racks-turned-restaurant in the park. On the menu for New Year’s brunch: 
chilaquiles with pork belly, brioche French toast, ribeye hash, and beignets. 
Plus there’s a full bar if you need something stronger. 

563 Ruger, 885-1888, presidiosocialclub.com 


Mission Beach Cafe 


Sure, this cafe at 14th and Guerrero is always crowded at brunchtime, but 
on a holiday you might have a chance at getting to that truffle-mushroom 
Benedict and wine-glass-sized mimosa in less than two hours. Other rea- 
sons to wait: Lavender French toast, hanger steak and eggs, and Dungeness 


crab Benedict. 


198 Guerrero, 861-0198, missionbeachcafe.com. 


San Francisco, 348-0900. 

New Bohemia NYE: w/ The Crystal Method, Vau de 
Vire Society, Syd Gris, Josh Camacho, Melyss, Dulce 
Vita, Kimba, DJ Kramer, Ben Seagren, Drew Drop, 
Billy Seal, Brian Peek, Grammar, The Quadrobe, DJ 
Dane, Clarkie, The Jazz Mafia, many more, Tue., Dec. 
31,9 p.m., $60-$150 advance, newbohemianye.com. 
The Armory, 1800 Mission, San Francisco, 677-0456. 

New Year New Wave: w/ The Certain People Crew, 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. Slate Bar, 
2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558-8521. 

New Year's Eve 2014 with Nervo: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $100-$150 advance. Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, 
San Francisco, 693-0777. 

New Year's Eve at the Starlight Room: w/ Club 90, 
Tue., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $100. Harry Denton’s Starlight 
Room, 450 Powell, San Francisco, 395-8595. 

New Year’s Eve Black & Red Ball: With DJ Basura., 
Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $10-$20. Blank Club, 44 S. 
Almaden, San Jose, 408-292-5265. 


New Year's Eve Celebration with DJ Hazmat: Tue., 
Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. Lookout, 3600 16th St., 
San Francisco, 703-9751. 

The No Theme Super New Year's Dance Jam: w/ 
DJs Sonny Phono & Facemelter, Tue., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $10. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 241-0202. 

NYE 2014 with DJ David Carvalho: Tue., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $30+ advance. Slide, 430 Mason, San 
Francisco, 421-1916. 

NYE 2014 with Fehrplay: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35- 
$75 advance. Audio Discotech, 316 1ith St., San 
Francisco, 310-869-3364. 

NYE International Ball 2014: w/ One More Time: 
A Tribute to Daft Punk, Chris Harnett, DJ Aykut, 
Dr. T, DJ Santero, Juan Data, Kevin Armstrong, 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $85+ advance, aykutevents. 
com. The Palace Hotel, 2 New Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 512-1111. 

NYE Massive 2014: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $45+>> 





4702, masonicauditorium.com. 





COMEDY COUNTDOWN 


The Third Annual Comedy Countdown features a wonderful lineup, 
including nice comedian Pete Holmes, hot comedian Natasha Leggero, and 
stoned comedian Doug Benson, not to mention recently defected Bay Area 
comedian Moshe Kasher. To recap: sounds of human laughter, the 
communal experience of live comedy, goodwill towards others. Just 
spitballing here. With Rory Scovel, Bert Kreischer, and Imaginary Radio. 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$111.50. Nob Hill Masonic Auditorium, 776- 
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VIBRANT SEA 


THIEVERY ct aia 


LITTLE DRAGON A-TRAK 


DILLON FRANGIS EMANCIPATOR 
LOWRIDERZ ROB GARZA MINNESOTA 


DIRTYBIRD: J.PHLUIP WORTHY CHRISTIAN MARTIN 
THRIFTWORKS NOLAN GRAY SAMBADROP JOCELYN DAX LEE 
DECOR & VIDEO BY BLASTHAUS, INFLATABLE ARTS & ANON 


DRESS YOUR DREAM AND CREATE YOUR NEW-YEAR’S EVE FANTASY! 


BILL GRAHAM CIVIC AUDITORIUM 
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www.SEAOFDREAMSNYE.com 
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“One of the most perfect performance spaces ever in 
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—SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
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SEASON 2: 2013-14 


Flamenco Fusion 


BUIKA 


“Her music is a rare fusion that honors 
all its sources.” —The New York Times 


DEC 12-15 
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Music of Duke Ellington 
LAVAY SMITH 

& Her Red Hot 

Skillet Lickers 


Blazing Trumpet 


ARTURO SANDOVAL 


Go Tell It - Jazzy Carols 
CITY CHURCH 
LITTLE BIG BAND 
Tiffany Austin, Marcus 
Shelby, Adam Shulman 


& more! 
|D) =e 
———~ 


PETE ESCOVEDO 


Latin Jazz Orchestra 


Family Matinee 


LEMONY SNICKET 
Marcus Shelby 

& the SFJAZZ High School 
All-Stars 

1/9-12. Mark Hummel’s Blues 
Harmonica Blowout 
w/ John Mayall 


1/16 Mary Stallings 


& Kenny Barron 


1/17 Mary Stallings 


& Eric Reed 


John Santos 
w/ Paquito D’Rivera 


1/18-19 


Join us for a pulse-pounding 
night of salsa celebration. 
Bring your dancing shoes! 


New Age Holiday 
WINDHAM HILL 


Winter Solstice Concert 


1/23-26 
1/24 


Bill Frisell Residency 


Cameron Carpenter 
at Grace Cathedral 


=] SWAY ae @] 5 C) 


PUBLIC: 866.920.5299 
MEMBERS: 415.788.7353 


201 Franklin Street (at Fell) 
San Francisco, CA 94102 


Tue-Sat, Tlam-5:30pm 
No service charge 
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advance. Renaissance Parc 55 Hotel, 55 Cyril 
Magnin, San Francisco, 392-8000. 

NYE Tropical Disco Party: w/ Poolside, Le Youth, 
Miles the DJ, more, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50-$85. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement St., San Francisco, 
387-6343. 

PopNYE: Let Love Bloom: w/ New World Punx (Markus 
Schulz & Ferry Corsten), Nero, Bingo Players, 
Madeon, Moguai, Tue., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $100-$125 
advance, popnye.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, 
Oakland, 510-569-2121. 

Press Club New Year's Eve Party: w/ DJ Char Harms, 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $65-$100 advance. Press 
Club Wine Bar and Lounge, 20 Yerba Buena, San 
Francisco, 744-5000. 

Psychemagik: Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $40. Monarch, 101 
6th St., San Francisco, 284-9774. 

Sea of Dreams NYE 2014: w/ Thievery Corporation, 
A-Trak, Dillon Francis, Emancipator, J.Phlip, Worthy, 
Christian Martin, more, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $75- 
$170 advance, www.seaofdreamsnye.com. Bill 
Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 
510-548-3010. 

The Silver Ball: w/ DJ Spider, Sam Isaac, Ryan Lucero, 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $55+ advance. Harlot, 46 Minna, 
San Francisco, 777-1077. 

Tainted Love: w/ Mustache Harbor, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $52.50-$57. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco, 673-5716. 

The Teenage Dance Craze NYE: w/ DJ dX, Okie Oran, 
and Russell Quan, Tue., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $10. The 
Knockout, 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 550-6994. 

Welcome 2014: w/ DJs Mixtek & Jackson, Tue., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $25-$35. Balancoire, 2565 Mission St., 
San Francisco, 920-0577. 

The Wild One: NYE 2014: w/ J. Espinosa, Katrina B, 
Kid Vicious, DJ Midnight, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25 
advance. The Cellar, 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 
441-5678. 

Wildfire! NYE: w/ Chief Boima, Kush Arora, Geko 
Jones, Mano, Uproot Andy, Ushka, Orol11, Milkplant, 
Rubidium, Guidewire, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 
Riddim, 581 5th St., Oakland, 510-394-2063. 

Wish New Year's Eve 2014: w/ DJs Jamie Swing, Mario 
Dubbz, and Heather B., Tue., Dec. 31, 5 p.m., $30-$40 
advance (free before 8 p.m.), wishsf.eventbrite. 
com. Wish, 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. 


HIP-HOP 


Danny Brown, Flatbush Zombies, Traxamillion: Tue., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $45. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San 
Francisco, 625-8880. 

Countdown 2014: w/ DJ Andrez, Tue., Dec. 31,9 p.m., 
$20+ advance. Horizon Lounge, 498 Broadway, San 
Francisco, 576-1118. 

Fireworks Over the Bay: NYE 2014: w/ DJ Weapon 
& King James, Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $85+ advance, 


PRIMUS 


548-3010, thefoxoakland.com. 
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SEA OF DREAMS 
NYE 2014 


Thievery Corporation headlines 
the always-trippy Sea of Dreams 
NYE 2014 spectacle. As every 
year, expect colorful characters, 
flashing lights, and aerial 
dancers with small exotic 
costumes. Establishing a 
foolproof buddy system 
beforehand is advised. Or not. 
Whatever your burn is, man. 
With A-Trak, Dillon Francis, 
Emancipator, J.Phlip, Worthy, 
Christian Martin, and more. 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $75- 
$170. Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, (510) 548-3010, 
seaofdreamsnye.com. 





2ndsunday.com. La Mar Cebicheria Peruana, Pier 
11/2, San Francisco, 397-8880. 

NYE Explosion 2014: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ 
advance. The Cosmo Bar & Lounge, 440 Broadway, 
San Francisco, 989-3434. 


ACOUSTIC 


NYE with The Brothers Comatose, The Sam Chase, 
Rainbow Girls: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30. Slim's, 333 
Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 

Outlaw Hillbilly New Year's Eve with the Earl 
Brothers: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$15, shelb- 
yashpresents.net. Plough & Stars, 116 Clement, 
San Francisco, 751-1122. 


JAZZ 


Slapsie Maxie’s Speakeasy New Years: A Classic San 
Francisco Celebration: w/ Slim Jenkins, The B-Star 
Trio, The Rumble Strippers, 29th Street Swingtet, 
Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $30-$50, www.oldtimey.net. 
Cafe Du Nord, 2170 Market, San Francisco, 861-5016. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pete Escovedo Latin Jazz Orchestra: Tue., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $85-$125. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., 
San Francisco, 866-920-5299. 

Mango NYE: Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., facebook.com/ 
mangosf. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, >> 


Primus, joined for the first time in five years by OG wayward drummer 
Herb Alexander, is doing a New Year’s Eve show in Oakland during which 
they'll play psychedelic versions of the music from Willa Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory with The Frog Brigade Ensemble. What more needs to be 
said? Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m. $49.50-$65, Fox Theater-Oakland. (510) 
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1710 MISSION ST. 
BRICK & MORTAR SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 
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MARDI GRAS SHOW - BEST OF NEW ORLEANS SERIES 


NEW ORLEANS SUSPECTS 
FEATURING FRED TACKETT OF LITTLE FEAT, BREAKESTRA, FOOD BY JACQUES-IMO’S 


FEATURED UPCOMING SHOW 
TUE 12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE 


the feoole THE PEOPLE PARTY 


PLUS SPECIAL SURPRISE DJ’S 


FRI 1/24 


TEA LEAF GREEN 


SAT 12/21 — ee eer 1/31 
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FLATBUSH ZOMBIES | 
TRAXAMILLION 


HOSTED PREMIUM OPEN BAR TUES. DEC 31 
OURMET APPETIZERS | MASSTVE BALLOON DROP & CONFETTI CANNONS 9PM | $45-85 | YA Nae 
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SAN FRANCISCO'S New Century 


816 Larkin at O'Farrell 
ONLY AFTERHOURS jo6 on 95 


FULLY NUDE CLUB www.newcenturysf.com 


MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN * CHAMPAGNE TOAST * PARTY FAVORS 


@sf_newcentury #newcenturysf 
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COMEDY NYE 


Kar! Walter/Getty Images 


Brian Copeland hosts the Fifth Annual Comedy NYE with a lineup of Bay 
Area talent, including famous deadpan oddball Brent Weinbach and 
current Conan O’Brien writer Laurie Kilmartin. Let the sweet sound of 
human laughter ring in 2014. Also features Dan St. Paul, Casey Ley, Kellen 
Erskine, and Joe Klocek. Tuesday, Dec. 31, 8 p.m. $45-$199. Marines’ 
Memorial Theatre, 673-6672, marineclub.com/theatre.php. 


282-3325. 

New Year’s Eve Gala 2014: w/ Orquesta Borinquen, 
Orquesta La Clave Del Blanco, DJ EMV, Tue., Dec. 
31, 8 p.m., $20-$50 advance. Cafe Cocomo, 650 
Indiana, San Francisco, 824-6910. 

New Year's Eve with Macabéa: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m. 
Jupiter, 2181 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-843-8277. 
Pura NYE 2014: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, 
puraclub.com. 1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom St., San 

Francisco, 431-1200. 


BLUES 


Joe Louis Walker: Tue., Dec. 31, 8 & 11 p.m., $50-$60. 
Biscuits and Blues, 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583. 


CLASSICAL 


S.F. Symphony: New Year's Eve Masquerade Ball: 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $85-$195. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000. 


COMEDY 


Black Comedy Explosion 2013: Featuring Rickey 
Smiley, Tony Roberts, and more., Tue., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $49.75-$89.75 advance. Paramount Theatre, 
2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400. 

Greg Proops: New Year's Eve Stand-Up Show: The 


Os 


= 


THE MELVINS 


Smartest Man in the World returns to his hometown 
to headline two NYE laffathons., Tue., Dec. 31, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $40-$55. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San 
Francisco, 397-7573. 

John Oliver: Because they celebrate New Year's Eve in 
England, too, y’know., Tue., Dec. 31, 7:30 &10 p.m., 
$45-$60. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 928-4320. 

Love & Taxes: Comical solo storytelling show by Josh 
Kornbluth., Tue., Dec. 31, 7 & 10 p.m., $35-$45. 
Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 Blanding, Alameda, 
510-865-5060. 

New Year’s Eve Comedy Fiesta 2013: Featuring 
Marga Gomez, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, and 
Micia Mosely., Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$50. 
Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
641-7657. 

Not Your Normal New Year's Eve: Jill Bourque and 
Brian Copeland host their fifth annual comedy NYE 
with Laurie Kilmartin, Dan St. Paul, Brent Weinbach, 
Casey Ley, Kellen Erskine, and Joe Klocek., Tue., Dec. 
31, 8 p.m., $45-$199. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, San Francisco, 673-6672. 

Third Annual Comedy Countdown: With Pete Holmes, 
Natasha Leggero, Bert Kreischer, Doug Benson, 
Rory Scovel, Moshe Kasher, and Imaginary Radio., 
Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$111.50. Nob Hill Masonic 
Auditorium, 1111 California, San Francisco, 776-4702. 


Sludge your way through the countdown with those titans of the long, long 
song, the Melvins. Hopefully the stoner metal, every gigantic chord of it, 
will drown out the sounds of “Auld Lang Sine.” Plus King Buzzo’s hair is 
bigger than Danny Brown’s anyway, and for this one night only that’s an 
important distinction. With Redd Kross, Frightwig. Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9 
p.m. $40. Great American Music Hall, 885-0750, slimspresents.com. 
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FUNK 


Katdelic: Tue., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $40 advance. Boom 
Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 673-8000. 


OTHER 


Belle of the Ball NYE Cruise: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$191.40. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, San Francisco, 
788-8866. 

Moonlight NYE Fireworks Cruise 2014: Aboard the 
San Francisco Spirit., Tue., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $195+ 
advance, newyearscruise.com. Hornblower Cruises, 
Pier 3, San Francisco, 788-8866. 

New Year's Eve Family Fireworks Cruise: Aboard 
the Royal Prince (at Pier 43 1/2)., Tue., Dec. 31, 
10 p.m., $120-$135 advance, newyearscruise. 
com. Red & White Fleet, The Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 673-2900. 

New Year’s Eve Sleepover: Family-friendly party 
with the fishes., Tue., Dec. 31, 7 p.m., $100-$125. 


Monterey Bay Aquarium, 886 Cannery Row, Mon- 
terey, 831-648-4888. 

Premier New Year's Eve Cruise: Tue., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $247.50. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, San 
Francisco, 788-8866. 

Third Annual Speakeasy New Year's Eve Cruise 
2014: Aboard the Fume Blanc Commodore., Tue., 
Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $225+ advance, newyearscruise. 
com. Pier 40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San 
Francisco, N/A. 


SOUL 


New Year's Eve at Bimbo's 365 Club: w/ Gold Star 
Soul Revue, Big Sandy & His Fly-Rite Boys, Gaucho, 
more, Tue., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $60-$65. Bimbo's 365 
Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco, 474-0365. 

New Year’s Eve Soul Party: w/ DJ Lucky, Paul Paul, 
and Phengren Oswald, Tue., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 
Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788. 

New Year's Eve with the California Honeydrops: 
Tue., Dec. 31, 8 & 10:30 p.m., $36-$75. Yoshi's San 
Francisco, 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-5600. 
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THEATER OF THE ENTREPRENEURIAL MIND 


Upstaging 


By Lily Janiak 


PianoFight’s renovation 

and 10-year lease of the 8,000-square- 
foot property at 144 Taylor St. seems an 
extraordinary step for a small theater 
company to take, but founders Kevin 
Fink, Rob Ready, and Dan Williams ex- 
plain that, from their point of view, 
there wasn't really another option. 

The three, who have known 
each other since grade school in 
Santa Barbara (Fink and Williams’ 
friendship dates back to kindergar- 
ten, while Ready met them in high 
school), created the S.F.-based com- 
pany in 2007. Its shows are typically 
— but not exclusively — comedies, 
both sketch and full-length, all 
guided by the company’s trademark: 
“New work by new artists.” So 
far, that’s meant everything from 
site-specific sketches on an oyster 
farm (Roughin’ It I & II), “the world’s 
first ballet-horror comedy” (Duck 
Lake), and a drama about a nontradi- 
tional family (Octopus’s Garden). 

But before all these shows — in 
fact, even before its first show — 
PianoFight already managed a per- 
formance space: Off-Market Theater, 
at Mission and Sixth streets. A de- 
parting manager dropped the venue 
into their hands practically before 
they’d finished a business plan, 
which meant they suddenly had to 
conjure up programming for the 
next three months. (They solved that 
quandary by creating ShortLived, an 
“audience-judged playwriting compe- 
tition.”) Gaining control of the space, 
Williams says, “was pretty much an 
accident — that we reached out and 
grabbed by the horns.” 





Kevin Fink, Rob Ready, 
and Dan Williams have 
discovered how to make 

money off of theater: booze. 


Chaotic as that time was, the 
founders developed a taste for oper- 
ating their own venue. When they 
had to leave Off-Market in early 2011 
because of rising rents (the theater 
has since, to PianoFight’s knowledge, 
been converted into an office space), 
the company became nomadic, 
spending, Fink estimates, 60 to 80 
percent of its budget on space rentals. 
Ready says he looked at other compa- 
nies that rehearsed in one space, per- 
formed in another, and taught classes 
in a third, and thought, “That’s the 
stupidest thing ever, because they’re 
losing a bunch of money on overhead, 
wasting a bunch of time and energy 
trying to figure all that out on a con- 


adidas WAREHOUSE 


CLEARANCE EVENT 


stant basis. It was just like, can’t we 
build something... so that you can 
conceive of, rehearse, develop, per- 
form your own work and then, eh, go 
have a beer afterwards?” 

The founders also gleaned an ap- 
preciation for the difference between 
how much audiences were willing to 
pay for a theater ticket and how much 
they were willing to pay for a drink 
from their years at Off-Market. The 
theater was close to the bar Tempest, 
where company members and au- 
diences would head en masse after 
shows. “People would barter us down 
to a half-priced ticket,” says Williams, 
“and then they'd go around the cor- 
ner and drop 10 times what they’d 


paid for our ticket, buying us drinks 
and celebrating.” 

In the new space, PianoFight, in 
partnership with the improv troupe 
Endgames, will bring those two el- 
ements, often kept separate, under 
one roof and into one cash register. 
When it opens in 2014, 144 Taylor 
St., the former site of the restaurant 
Original Joe’s, will have not only 
three stages, three rehearsal rooms, 
and a co-working office space (all 
available for rent at competitive 
prices and in package deals), but also 
a restaurant and bar. Designed by 
Said-Jonathan Eghbal (of Monk’s 
Kettle fame), it will be open six days a 
week for happy hour and dinner. 


Wining and dining are key compo- 
nents of a financial plan that, bucking 
the trend for small theater companies, 
eschews the nonprofit model. There 
are four components to PianoFight’s 
“funding hydra,” including a grant 
from SF Shines for facade improve- 
ments and a Kickstarter campaign, 
but “the biggest one is private equity,” 
says Ready, coming from friends, fam- 
ily, and community members. “They’re 
not donations,” he continues. “We 
expect to pay them back returns.” 

PianoFight was formed as an 
LLC, Williams says, “because that’s 
just how we like to think. We’re re- 
ally interested in the experiment of 
for-profit art. It makes you beholden 
to your audience — not that other 
theater doesn’t do that. We just like 
that we're forced to.” 

One of the audiences PianoFight 
will be forced to listen to, the found- 
ers hope, is the tech crowd responsi- 
ble for transforming the mid-Market 
corridor. To the arts organizations 
that lament techies’ lack of invest- 
ment, Ready asks, “Are the arts orga- 
nizations making art for them? What 
has the arts really invested in the tech 
industry outside of, ‘Give us money!” 

PianoFight is dedicated to main- 
taining its artistic vibe, which Ready 
describes as “young, hungry, trying 
shit out,” even as it moves into a big- 
ger space. “The singular thing,” he says, 
“is this raw fucking DIY mentality.” 

“T like going to see big shows 
because it’s amazing to see what’s 
possible,” says Williams, “but to see 
something that’s unvetted — it’s like 
life. It fires me up. Whether [audienc- 
es| know theater or not, it'll fire them 
up, too.” 
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Cow Palace 


2600 Geneva Ave, Daly City, CA 94014 
Thurs-Sat 10a-7p, Sun 10a-6p 


FILM EAT MUSIC 
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Comics to Watch Showcase 


7:30pm, 18+ only, ID required 
2 drink minimum/per person 


SFE 


hitp://bit.ly/1dMx8F5 


Includes office 
visit, PSA test, 
Testosterone 
test, Ultrasound 
test, one year of 
follow up visits 
plus a test dose 
of medication 
<< ~—_ guaranteed 
to work in 10 
minutes! 


AllErectle December 
Dysfunction Special $199 


and 
Premature 
Ejaculation 
Issues 
can be 
successfully 
treated 


TODAY! 
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THE HALLMARK CHANNEL'S WARM FUZZIES 


Tied Up 
with a Bow 


We had decided that it 

would be better for me to stayina 
hotel. I was visiting one of my old- 
est friends in Oregon, but her el- 
derly mother is going through 
chemo for lymphoma, so having me 
banging around their house would 
be an added strain. Truth be told, I 
love hotels, so I was fine with it. 

One thing I always do when 
I visit them is cook my ass off. I 
make a ton of things for them to 
keep in their freezer. This time I 
spent four solid days cooking. The 
entire time I had the TV on in the 
background, of course. My friend 
would come in and change the 
channel to godawful NFL football 
or discussions of the Gerald Ford 
legacy on C-SPAN, but as soon as 
she left the room I would go right 
back to my favorite channel. 

I have a dirty little secret: I 
love to watch 
the Christmas 
movies on 
the Hallmark 
Channel. 
They are just 
like Lifetime 
movies, only 
instead of 
a homicidal 
hubby there’s 
a hot stranger 
who rolls into 
town with a 
flannel shirt 
and a sordid past. Will a holiday 
miracle tear down the walls of his 
guarded heart? Will two bumbling 
neighbors who are at each other’s 
throats outdo one another by 
decorating their homes with 
over-the-top Christmas lights? 
Will a woman in a car accident 
be able to use her disembodied 
spirit to save her town from evil 
developers while she lies in bed 
in a coma? | think we all know 
the answers to these questions. 
There’s always a happy ending on 
the Hallmark Channel. 

Like most dirty secrets, 
it turns out Iam not alone 
with my proclivity. According 
to tvbythenumbers.com, the 
channel’s original holiday movies 
have given Hallmark a No. 1 
daytime rating among women 25- 
54. The punk rocker in me hates 
that Iam part of a statistic. But 
the total dork loves to get lost 
in movies staring Hilary Duff or 
Candace Cameron. 

And Candace was in rare form 
on the screen last week, starring 
in Let It Snow as a woman unlucky 
in love who has to renovate an 
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East Coast inn, yadda yadda. Ah! 
There he was, the handsome co- 
star in the flannel shirt. 

“Tm heading out for my walk,” 
my friend’s mom announced, 
despite saying that on a scale of 
1 to 10 she felt like a “4” that 
day. She was worn out from the 
poisons in her system, and her 
arthritis made grasping her cane 
more difficult. 

“Love you, love you,” said my 
friend. 

“Love you, love you,” said her 
mom. 

The cynic in me wanted to roll 
my eyes. We never talked like that 
in my family. 

I remember the first time I saw 
her. We went to my friend’s house 
after school in junior high and 
we were goofing off in her room 
listening to the Psychedelic Furs. 
Suddenly the door swung open 
and there was this sweet woman, 
her hair pulled back sharply in 
an Alice band, wearing slacks 
and a matching blouse, holding 
a tray of hot cocoa and cookies. I 

had heard tell 
about people’s 
moms doing 
things like this, 
mostly from TV 
shows. Since I 
was a latchkey 
kid it was all 
completely 
foreign to me. 
I didn’t trust it. 
Yet I was drawn 
to her. I wanted 
to be at their 
house. I wanted 
there to be a world where moms 
made you after-school snacks. 

I guess that’s why I like the 
Hallmark Channel, despite the 
fact that it represents everything 
phony and stupid that Iam 
supposed to hate. Not that things 
are perfect in these movies — in 
fact, it’s essential to the plot 
that something is very wrong. 
Either someone is recovering 
from a stroke, or a widow is in 
mourning, or a Labrador can’t 
find his way home. But in the 
end, everything is tied up neatly 
with a bow and placed under the 
tree. Old friends remain close for 
30 years, a sweet mother survives 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma at the age 
of 63. 

I plopped down in front of 
the TV for the final scenes of Let 
It Snow. Candace finds love, of 
course, and a light snow begins 
to fall as she realizes the meaning 
of life. Hint: It’s not money, or 
ambition, or celibacy. 

Yes. There’s always a happy 
ending on the Hallmark Channel. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Peter Jackson’s project could also be 
called The Prolongation of Tolkien, and 
may not speak to an entire generation 
but will at least hold one captive while 
running its extended course. Witha 
duration long enough to require a 
restroom pit stop, and an overall sense 
that you can take that break at any 
time without really missing much, this 
part two of a three-part prequel to that 
other trilogy is not wrongly summed 
up as an epic quest for the ages. Along 
with the requisite clever bravery from 
Martin Freeman and craggy wizardry 
from Ian McKellen and gymnastic 
archery from Orlando Bloom, it offers 
a flowering of dwarf-elf love, aman 
who is also a bear, a surly dragon with 
the deeply signal-processed voice of 
Benedict Cumberbatch (that would be 
Smaug), some elaborate if bloodless 
battles that still look too computery, 
and Stephen Fry as the top city official 
of a place called Lake-town, which is 
not as nice and resort-like as it sounds. 
As usual, the dialogue includes certain 
important-seeming nouns which 
bushy beards and thick theatrical 
accents make difficult to discern, but 
no matter. More unfortunate is that 
the most emotionally resonant stuff 
— those moments when tough-guy 
pride gives way to tender little-guy 
camaraderie — is in short supply here, 
or maybe just thinned out from 
narrative distention. It’ll do until the 
next one, and at least Jackson hasn't 
lost his joy of huge building blocks. 
Jonathan Kiefer 
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The Last Days on Mars 
Rated R. Opens Friday at the 
Opera Plaza. 
Things to keep in mind about Ruairi 
Robinson’s sci-fi horror movie The 
Last Days on Mars: It’s based on a short 
story originally published in a 1975 
anthology called Tales of Terror from 
Outer Space, and in 2010 the script was 
voted one of Britain’s best unproduced 
screenplays. So, if it seems derivative 
of any space-set horror movies of the 
past 40 years, remember that its 
source material got there first, and the 
movie is already award-winning. The 
problem is that the final product — in 
which a group of bickering 
multinational astronauts on Mars (led 
by no-nonsense Canadian Elias Koteas 
and wisecracking American Liev 
Schreiber) start turning into 
murderous zombies — isn’t as fun or 
pulpy as a movie about zombies on 
Mars should be. The film’s low budget 
doesn’t necessarily need to bea 
hindrance — a mega-budget didn’t do 
any favors for last year’s space-zombie 
movie Prometheus — but perhaps 
because it tries to look realistic, the 
picture lacks a visual flair, never 
creating a cinematic illusion of being 
on Mars. Remember when Mars used 
to have a red sky in movies? A brilliant 
red sky would have been nice. Or 
maybe what The Last Days on Mars 
needs is a British fop running around 
with a sonic screwdriver, just to give it 


some life. Sherilyn Connelly 


Saving Mr. Banks 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
One way to know if a movie is a classic 


Martin Freeman is still exhausted 
after his slog through the first 
Hobbit movie, and there's still 

another one to go. 


is to discover yourself feeling pity for 
another movie about how it was made. 
Pity this true-if-syrupy Hollywood 
story of Emma Thompson as Mary 
Poppins author P.L. Travers in stubborn 
negotiations with a Walt Disney played 
by Tom Hanks. Even in its tenderest 
moments, inevitably, it’s no Mary 
Poppins. As Saving Mr. Banks reveals, 
Travers very reasonably loathed the 
thought of her stories being made into 
a Disney movie — until dire financial 
straits led her to reconsider and to 
reflect on the troubled upbringing 
from whence her young imagination 
had spawned the famous enchanted 
nanny in the first place. Crucial to that 
inspiration was Travers’ father, played 
here by Colin Farrell in drawn-out 
flashbacks as a doting, consumptive 
drunk. Well, Walt, as he insisted on 
being called, was a dad too, who'd 
sworn to his own daughters that he’d 
bring Mary Poppins to the big screen, 
even if it took 20 years of diplomacy 
with the intransigent, stiff-upper- 
lipped Travers. “These books simply do 
not lend themselves to chirping and 
prancing,” she protests. “No. Certainly 
not a musical.” But with the mighty 
Sherman brothers (Jason 
Schwartzman and B.J. Novak) on 
songwriting duty, resistance 
apparently was futile. Along with Paul 
Giamattias Travers’ L.A. chauffeur, 
Thompson and Hanks get cozy in their 
zones, perfectly content to melt your 
heart. This too is a Disney movie, of 
course, with little to say about artistic 
integrity but lots of commonsense 
encouragement to revisit Mary Poppins. 
J.K. 
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO RECEIVE A 
SPECIAL PRIZE PACK FROM 


aalleay 
HUSTLE 


ale 


send an email with your name and your mailing address 
included to noreal@43kix.com with the subject line 
SF WEEKLY — AMERICAN HUSTLE Prize Pack 


No drop-offs accepted. 
Entries must be received by Monday, December 16 


For an alternate form of entry, please send the same information & contents to 
SF Weekly AMERICAN HUSTLE Prize Pack, Allied-THA 
180 Sansome Street #200, San Francisco, CA 94104. 


ANNAPURNA Nd 
fs © "WE t 


nd 


THIS FILM IS RATED R. 
No purchase necessary to enter contest. One entry per person/household. Late and duplicate entries will be disqualified. One (1) winner will be picked out of all valid entries received 
by deadline and notified by email or mail. Columbia Pictures, SF Weekly, Allied-THA and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident 
incurred in connection with use of a prize. Prizes cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable 
to use his/her prize in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by 
law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors their employees and family members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS! 


IN THEATERS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 


AMERICANHUSTLE-MOVIE.COM » FACEBOOK.COM/AMERICANHUSTLE - #AMERICANHUSTLE 
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Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
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ONGOING 


At Berkeley Now here's another of documentary maven 


Frederick Wiseman’s thick slices of institutional 
life, and it’s a doozy. The subject is America’s most 
renowned public university, variously beleaguered by 
state budget cuts and a seemingly uneasy reflection 
onits legacy of progressivism. An unprecedentedly 
exhaustive cross-section, and a must-see for any- 
one who cares at all about UC Berkeley, this is not 
necessarily a general-audience affair. Sometimes 
Wiseman'’s fly-on-the-wall approach feels refreshing 
or classic, and cuts through the noisy nonsense 
of recent documentary trends. Sometimes it’s a 
little boring. Can we admit as much, even when 


he examines so important a fixture of our own 
metropolitan culture? What's more, Wiseman's 
sometimes stubbornly artless film stretches on 
for more than four hours, which is a lot to ask even 
without so many scenes of people sitting inside 
and having meetings. (Somewhat helpfully, Robert 
Reich is on hand giving a lecture in which he says 
that faculty meetings are awful, and they go on 
twice as long as government meetings. “They are 
used to hearing themselves speak!"’) Presumably 
for reasons of maintaining democratic equilibrium, 
Wiseman withholds all expository annotation. That 
absent information — about who certain key players 
are, and how exactly they relate — might have been 
illuminating after all, or at least helped viewers 
get their bearings. But there is a technique and 
a Structure of sorts in Wiseman’s pluralistic, long- 
game immersion, and there is a positive result: We 
see what makes this institution tick, and why. (J.K.) 


Bettie Page Reveals All Among the enduring mys- 


teries solved in Mark Mori's documentary Bettie 
Page Reveals All: Is it “Bettie” or “Betty?” We see 
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various legal documents confirming that it was 
definitely spelled Bettie, though it was spelled 
Betty more often than not. But the real draw is 
the abundance of pictures and clips from Page's 
modeling career, making this doc one of the most 
aesthetically pleasing films in years. She loved to 
model, and it shows. In addition to interviews with 
people who knew her — including the Rev. Robert 
Schuller, who conducted her 2008 funeral and clearly 
adored her — narration is provided by audio-only 
interviews with the reclusive Bettie in the 1990s, 
speaking with good humor about the highs and 
lows of her difficult life. The movie's one overreach 
is showing the mugshot from her 1972 arrest; it’s 
a famous picture, and Bettie Page Reveals All is a 
warts-and-all portrait with Page herself fearlessly 
describing those warts, but she also wanted people 
to remember her how she looked at her best, so we 
didn't need to see her at her worst. Still, the film is 
a worthy celebration of her life and her impact on 
pop culture — and, like Betty Page herself, it’s just 
pleasant to look at. (S.C.) 


Sweet Dreams If a screenwriter proposed a fictional 


tale set in Rwanda — not all that long after the 
genocide, when the psychological wounds are still 
fresh — about an all-female drumming troupe that 
partners with Brooklyn hipsters to create Rwanda’s 
first ice cream shop, they would likely get laughed 
out of the room for being impossibly sentimental, 
and maybe a little tasteless. But these events 
happened in real life, and Lisa and Rob Fruchtman’s 
documentary Sweet Dreams tells the story of how 
the Inzozi Nziza ice cream shop came to be with 
help from Brooklyn's Blue Marble Ice Cream. The 
struggles of forming a co-operative become part of 
the healing process — and after such darkness, why 
not bring light in the form of ice cream, which most 
Rwandans have never even tasted? Though there's 
some archival footage, the film is more powerful as 
an oral history: The women recounting telling their 
stories from the genocide is far more devastating 
than seeing it happen. In the present day, a sense 
of menace is provided by the local men, who don't 
actively interfere with the building of the shop, yet 
are always glaring and seem disapproving (at best) 
of women taking such initiative. But these Rwandan 
women did, and Sweet Dreams is a testament to 


their triumph. (S.C.) 


Walking the Camino You may think it's a long way 


down the road to the drug store, but that's peanuts 
compared to the distance traveled by the subjects of 
Lydia B. Smith's documentary: 500 miles westerly 
across Spain, on foot, to Santiago de Compostela. 
The people who come from all over the world to walk 
this walk are given the highfalutin appellation of 
“pilgrims,” and some do for it for expressly religious 
reasons, others to clear their heads, and some just 
because it’s there. (And at least one 3-year-old does 
it because his mother brought him — and his pram, 
thankfully.) The Spanish locales are beautiful, even 
if the entire 500 miles probably aren't all as bucolic 
as the movie suggests, and there's probably far more 


people at any given time than we're shown. Walking 
the Camino doesn't make the trek look easy; a fair 
amount of time is spent on the physical toll from so 
much hoofing, and we're treated to an icky close-up 
of a blister getting punctured and drained within the 
first few minutes. But by the end, you're likely to not 
just understand why people do it, but to consider 
giving it a shot yourself — or maybe to get up and 
take a stroll around the block, just for starters. (S.C.) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


ABCo Art Space. Huckleberry's Ol’ Time Movie Nite: 
Screenings of vintage films starring Charlie Chaplin, 
W.C. Fields, Woody Woodpecker, Popeye, and other 
icons — all silent, save for the clickety-clacking 
sound of the old reel-to-reel projector. Thu., 
Dec. 12, 8 p.m. 3135 Filbert St., Oakland, www. 
abcoartspace.com. 

Artists’ Television Access. The Book of Jane: San 
Francisco premiere of the new feature film by 
local writer and director Antero Alli. Thu., Dec. 12, 
8 p.m. $6-$10. verticalpool.com/bookofjane.html. 
Other Cinema: Incredibly Strange Religion: Short 
cinematic looks at Unarians, Mormons, and other 
folks who live on the religious fringes. Sat., Dec. 14, 
8:30 p.m. $6.66. othercinema.com. 992 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

Bindlestiff Studio. Facine Bente: The 20th Annual 
Filipino American Cine Festival: This yearly show- 
case of contemporary Filipino movies is the longest 
running event of its kind in the U.S., with this year's 
festival showing 33 works over the course of its six 
days and nights. Through Dec. 14. $10-$12. facinesf. 
com. 185 6th St., San Francisco, 255-0440, www. 
bindlestiffstudio.org. 

The Castro Theatre. Rick Prelinger: Lost Landscapes 
of San Francisco 8: The Prelinger Archives’ latest 
round of short films about San Francisco days gone 
by. Tue., Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m. Advance tickets sold out. 
longnow.org. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Blue Is the Warmest Color: French 
coming-of-age love story (based on the cult graphic 
novel) that won the Palme d’Or at the 2013 Cannes 
Film Festival. Daily. The Room: Tommy Wiseau's 
cinematic bomb is every bit as bad as it’s cracked 
up to be. You'll crack up as well at this riotous 
midnight screening with lots of Rocky Horror-style 
audience participation. Second Saturday of every 
month, 11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore St., San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/Market/ 
SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: The Nutcracker 
in 3-D: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mikl-Em, and Tim Kay 
don their holiday goggles to watch the movie that 
The Onion A.V. Club called a “$90 million pain in the 
retinas.” Sun., Dec. 15, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 


“‘UNDENIABLY GRIPPING. 


Lean, muscular and fast moving- 
— Kenneth Turan, LA Times 


‘AN ATMOSPHERIC 


CHILLER, 


drawing inspiration from the 
cream of the genre, including 


2001: A Space Udyssey and Alien.” 


- David Rooney, Hollywood Heporter 
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San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Philomena: Irish dram- 


edy starring Dame Judi Dench and Steve Coogan 
and directed by Stephen Frears. Daily. Dallas Buyers 
Club: Matthew McConaughey continues his run of 
challenging roles in this true-life tale of a 1980s 
Texas cowboy who's diagnosed as HIV positive. 
Daily. Nebraska: Bruce Dern and Will Forte star in 
a Midwestern road movie shot in black-and-white 
by director Alexander Payne (The Descendants, 
Sideways). Daily. 12 Years a Slave: Chiwetel Ejio- 
for, Michael Fassbender, Benedict Cumberbatch, 
and Brad Pitt star in director Steve McQueen's 
powerful drama set in antebellum America. Daily. 
1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 


Exploratorium. Teeming and Tenuous/Fleeting and 


Alive: Film Performances by Alex MacKenzie: The 
avant-garde filmmaker appears in person to project 
three of his multi-screen experimental cinema 
works. Wed., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. $5-$10. Saturday Cinema: 
Weekly thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts 
program. Saturdays, 12, 2 & 4 p.m. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, www. 
exploratorium.edu. 


Lost Weekend Video. Fresh Like Cadaver: A monthly 


horror-themed, live movie riffing comedy show in 
the spirit of Mystery Science Theater 3000. Second 
Friday of every month, 8 p.m. $10. facebook.com/ 
FreshLikeCadaver. 1034 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


Main Library, Koret Auditorium. B.0.S.S. (Break Out 


Student Showcase) Film Festival: Free screenings 
of works by film students at the Art Institute of 
California-San Francisco, followed by a Q&A session. 
Fri., Dec. 13, 1p.m. free. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 


Multiple San Francisco Locations. Another Hole in the 


Head: SF IndieFest's lowbrow film festival is back 
for its 10th year of bloody awesome horror, fantasy, 
and science fiction oddities from the underground. 
Expect subjects ranging from A(liens) to Z(ombies) to 
splatter their way across movie screens at the Bal- 
boa Theater and New People Cinema over the course 
of the fest's three weird weeks. Through Dec. 19. 
sfindie.com. multiple addresses, San Francisco, N/A. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Sweet Dreams: Documentary 


about women from a Rwandan drumming troupe 
who try to open the country’s first (and only) 
ice cream shop. Daily. Bettie Page Reveals All: A 
documentary about Bettie Page? Hold our calls. 
Daily. Blue Jasmine: Woody Allen's latest dramatic 
comedy, set in San Francisco and starring the 
inimitable Cate Blanchett. Daily. The Great Beauty: 
Fellini-esque Italian drama directed by Paolo Sor- 
rentino. Daily. The Last Days on Mars: Sci-fi thriller 
starring Liev Schreiber and Elias Koteas. Starting 
Dec. 13. Daily. 601 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, 
777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Roxie Theater. The Punk Singer: Documentary about 


Bikini Kill vocalist and Riot Grrrl icon Kathleen 
Hanna, with director Sini Anderson appearing 
in person for the 7 p.m. screening on Saturday, 
Dec. 7. Through Dec. 12. At Berkeley: Settle in and 
make yourself comfortable if you choose to view 
this four-hour documentary about the famed 
East Bay university with a focus on its day-to- 
day administrative labors. Through Dec. 12. Sign 
Painters: Documentary about sign painters. Were 
you expecting something different? Thu., Dec. 12, 7 
& 9:30 p.m. signpaintermovie.blogspot.com. Ms. 45: 
Uncut, X-rated new transfer of Abel Ferrara’s early 
1980s rape ‘n’ revenge exploitation cult hit. Dec. 
13-16. Persistence of Vision: Documentary about 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit? animation director 
Richard Williams and his ill-fated dream project, 
The Thief and the Cobbler. Fri., Dec. 13, 6:30 & 8:30 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 15, 2 & 3:45 p.m. Wrap Your Arms 
Around a Stranger: Roxie Holiday Fundraiser 2013: 
A Christmas party played the Roxie way —i.e., with 
a lot of kitschy weirdness — featuring holiday films, 
seasonal TV specials, dating games, beer, and other 
activities for Bad Santas. Sat., Dec. 14, 7 p.m. 3117 
16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Films by Fassbender: 


10-film retrospective of provocative German direc- 
tor Rainer Werner Fassbinder; see the YBCA website 
for titles and showtimes. Thursdays, Saturdays, 
Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. $8-$10. 701 
Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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“| WANTED TO TAKE THE CHICKEN HOME FOR SOME PRIVATE ONE-ON-ONE TIME.” 


Return of the Fishes 


By Anna Roth 


A signature dish is both a 
benefit and a handicap for a chef. On 
one hand, a well-known menu item 
provides word-of-mouth and gives 
customers who fall in love with it a rea- 
son to keep coming back. On the 
other, it means that the dish is des- 
tined to stay on the menu more or less 
forever and, to some chefs, serves as 
an impediment to creativity and spon- 
taneity. 

Not Guddu Haider. The chef/ 
owner of the Pakistani restaurant 
Guddu de Karahi in the Outer Sun- 
set opened his new spot seven weeks 
ago, after selling his much-beloved 
Lahore Karahi in the Tenderloin in 
May 2012 because of family trouble 
in Pakistan. There was much weep- 
ing and rending of garments when 
Haider departed Lahore Karahi, and 
much rejoicing when he re-emerged 
on the S.F. restaurant scene, most 
of it due to one dish: the tandoori 
fish. At his new spot, he’s giving fans 
what they want. 

His signature tandoori fish still 
lives up to the hype. Luscious hunks 
of boneless tilapia come to the table 
sizzling on an iron platter among 
onions and peppers, exuding fra- 
grant steam that envelopes you like a 
spice-tinged sauna. The fish soaks up 
the smoke from the tandoor oven, 
as well as the flavors of its corian- 
der, chile, and yogurt crust, but the 
seafood’s delicate flavor somehow 
also manages to shine through. The 
flesh is moist, and the parts of it 
in contact with the platter create 
delightfully crusty, blackened bits. 
The whole time I was eating it, I was 
primally, uncomplicatedly happy. 

But then again, nearly every dish 
I tried at Guddu de Karahi made me 
swoon. The curries and vegetable 
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dishes have the kind of inscrutable, 
layered, unfolding complexity you 
find in Indian and Pakistani dishes 
that make you appreciate the cuisine 
all the more, and make you vow to 
stop wasting time on lesser itera- 
tions, like random delivery via Grub- 
Hub and microwaved palak paneer 
from Trader Joe’s. The fact that the 
most expensive dish on this menu 
tops out at $13, which means that a 
group can feast to its heart’s content 
and likely get out of there for less 
than $100, adds to the charm. 

A close runner-up for best dish is 
the karahi chicken: hunks of white 
meat in a rich, oily sauce with toma- 
toes, spears of ginger, onions, and 
a panoply of Southeast Asian spices 
that added up to one of the best 
chicken dishes I’ve had, full stop. I'd 


Guddu Haider 
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interrupt conversations to tell friends 
to try it, and then watch with alarm 
as it disappeared. I don’t usually get 
territorial about restaurant dishes, 
but this one I wanted to take home 
for some private one-on-one time. 

Over and over, Haider proved he 
has a way with protein. Lamb vin- 
daloo featured big, soft chunks of 
lamb in a tomato sauce. At first bite 
it’s all sweetness, then you get a hit 
of the lamb flavor, and finally, the 
spice, which lingers on the tongue, 
flavors unspooling as you let it sit 
there. The only disappointment 
was the dry chicken boti, boneless 
marinated pieces grilled and roasted 
in the tandoor. It wasn’t terrible — 
the soft tandoori spice still came 
through in the yogurt-based sauce 
— but sagged in comparison to ev- 
erything else. 

Vegetarian dishes weren't as 
hit-you-over-the-head good, but 
offer subtle, good-tasting counter- 
points to the menu’s standouts. 
Saag paneer, the Pakistani answer 
to creamed spinach, was lush, vel- 
vety, and just spicy enough, while 
the bengan bhartha paired smoky 
eggplant with cream and chopped 
onions for a comforting, familiar fla- 
vor not unlike Middle Eastern baba 
ganoush. Daal masala was like other 
versions of the standard daal I’d had, 
but punched up with clove and cin- 
namon, as though it too were getting 
ready for the holiday season. (This 
idea was taken to a weird extreme 


4 
Steam rises off of 
Guddu de Karahi” 
famed tandoori fish. 
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with the Kashmiri naan, stuffed with 
raisins, nuts, cheese, and cherries — 
it sounded intriguing in theory, but 
in practice reminded me of a Paki- 
stani take on fruitcake.) 

Guddu de Karahi is no-frills, which 
means there is no liquor license, the 
décor is unassuming and utilitarian, 
and the service is lackadaisical and 
sometimes confused by the language 
barrier. But the entire staff is nice and 
well-meaning, there’s complimentary 
chai and sweet mango lassis, and 
everyone in the restaurant seemed 
very happy to be there, bathing in the 
afterglow of the tandoori fish. If the 
dish were to disappear again, I'd be 
in the mob, forks and knives in hand, 
demanding Haider’s return to the 
kitchen. Even a third time around, I 


don’t think he’d mind. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 


Guddu de Karahi 


1501 Noriega, 759-9088, 
GudduDeKarahi.com 
Hours: Tue-Sun noon-10 p.m. 


Tandoori fish $12.99 
Karahi chicken $7.99 
Lamb vindaloo $8.99 
Chicken boti $7.99 
Saag paneer $7.50 
Bengan bhartha $7.50 
Daal masala $6.50 
Kashmirinaan $3.50 
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Meatballs 
at Aliment 


FRESH EATS 


Finding 
Comfort 
on Nob Hill 


By Pete Kane 


On Bush Street near Union 
Square, Aliment serves comfort food 
that bends towards upscale gastropub 
fare, like divers scallops and hangar 
steak. Brunch is a serious affair, with 
short-rib hash and a burger with ba- 
con jam. Nob Hill is steep and so are 


the prices; most entrees are north of 
$20. With kale salad, fried chicken, 
and a pretzel flatbread with pub 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Archive Bar & Kitchen: SOMA has another watering 
hole, this one without a liquor license but with 
cocktails made with vermouths, beers, and 
liqueurs, and a menu of pizza and charcuterie 
meant for sharing. 602 Mission. 

Libby Jane Cafe: The legendary Brenda's Soul Food 
has expanded down the street with a cafe offering 
biscuits, cornmeal muffins, sweet potato coffee 
cake, chicory coffee, and a daily rotating soup. 
644 Polk, 926-2540, libbyjane.com. 

Marla Bakery Kitchen Communal: Amy Brown and 
Joe Wolf have opened up a pop-up window out 
of their commercial kitchen. Menu items include 
sweet and savory scones, pain au chocolat, 
bagels and a $15 lunch combo that includes 
savory pie, roasted butternut squash salad, and 
honey-quince pot de creme for dessert. 613 York, 
marlabakery.com. 

Oddjob: From some of the guys who brought us 
Big, Public Works, and Jones comes a new SOMA 
cocktail bar. The craft cocktail lounge can host 
100-plus people and has a working steel conveyer 
belt beneath its bartop, as well as a funky machine 
that makes Corpse Reviver #2's. 1337 Mission, 
oddjobsf.com. 
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cheese, Aliment epitomizes the New 
New American cuisine; it feels like an 
aggregation of everything every- 
body’s already doing. 

Sadly, many of the dishes I was 
looking forward to simply weren't 
listed, the downside of those oft-tout- 
ed rotating menus. But a meaty plate 
of pasta Bolognese was peppery and 
delicious, and the portion size was 
more than respectable. The service 
was excellent, the wine list extremely 
cosmopolitan. Perhaps it’s just a per- 
sonal preference, but open kitchens 
need to be pristine in order to en- 
hance the dining experience. Big tubs 
of vegetables and compost buckets in 
plain view do not whet the appetite. 

Ultimately, Aliment is cold where 
it should be warm. In spite of all 
the votives and the wood offsetting 


Osmanthus: This new Sichuan venue highlights 
dishes like ma po tofu, twice-cooked pork belly, 
and small plates like dry-fried chicken wings with 
Sichuan peppercorns. 6048 College Ave., Oakland; 
(510) 923-1233, osmanthusrestaurant.com. 

Sabrosa: The Marina's latest upscale Mexican spot, from 
the same team that brought you The Brixton. Chef 
Jose Ramos’ menu spans multiple regions and recipes 
from his family with dishes like fish empanadas, 
pomegranate guacamole, and pork short-rib confit 
in mole. 3200 Fillmore, 638-6500, sabrosasf.com. 

Three Potato Four: Someone finally came up with 
the idea to open up a french fry-only joint, offering 
a choice of potatoes, styles, and a dozen-plus 
dipping sauces. Ina twist, all fries are baked ina 
convection oven, instead of fried. Also the place 
is space-themed. 1051 Market, 3p4shop.com. 

The Torpedo Room: Chico's Sierra Nevada brewery 
comes to Berkeley for its first Bay Area taproom. 
Fifteen taps offer familiars like Sierra's Pale Ale 
along with experimental brews, customers can 
get growlers to go, and there’s a short menu of 
bar snacks. 2031 Fourth St., Berkeley, (510) 647- 
3439, sierranevada.com. 

Trocadero Club: Dennis Leary and Eric Passetti’s 
new cocktail bar at the corner of Geary and 
Leavenworth pays homage to the city that has 
pretty much always had a bar named Trocadero, 
dating back to an old roadhouse in the Barbary 
Coast days. 701 Geary, trocaderosf.com. 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 


& Cocktails All Day It’s 1 a.m. on Saturday. You 
stumble bleary-eyed out of the Mis- 
2765 HYDE STREET sion’s Elbo Room, seriously question- 


i decisi f th ious fi 3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
pcre hours. Asyou contemplate whether 415-970-8815 sASSNSET , UNION SQUARE 
415.474.5044 that fourth gimlet was indeed neces- 1777 FUN OND. a oe Try italien 415-346-3121 


“ sary, one thing is clear: You need WWW.PAPALOTE-SE.COM 
thebuenavista.com something to eat. You want something WWWLWITIER COND / PAPRIOTESALSA 


good, something close, and something 
that is going to soak up at least a little 


bttegnahsstostieesite | @BEST BURRITO | Pte 


FOR 13 YEARS! ays WEEKLY "ts 7 


You consider a bacon-wrapped hot a 


dog, but for some reason, the power- y : 
ful scent wafting through the Mission A. 
streets isn't really doing it for you this é r 
LATIN 


time. You contemplate Arinell’s pizza, pass 2 ayn 
but those thin little slices are not COMFOR FOOD 
quite what you need on a night of this 











caliber. In a sudden moment of clari- Come satisfy your Latin food cravi Ng 
ty, it hits you: Salvation can be found - : ) 
in the form of pupusas at Panchita’s in Laurel Heig ht’s newest hot spot 
#2 on 16th Street. You realize, a bit T A A 3415 California Street (at Laurel St., free parking in rear) 
incredulously at first, that you have OUERI www.ArtesanoSF.com | Open daily 11am-9:30em 
only $5 and change after your alcohol Beer & Wine | Take-out | Catering | 415-221-5500 
assault, but that will be plenty. The C AN = CUN = : . 

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Daily restaurant is bustling with people in 

= Rai eae ae ee a similar state as you, but you are fix- 

8 Jefferson Street ated on the woman outside, the one 
(415) 693-9120 grilling the thick, filled, corn tortillas 

to order; your newly anointed “Pupu- 
sa Goddess.” 


Bleary-eyed, you stare at the 

menu, finally settling on one pork 
' and one filled with beans and cheese. 
When you are handed the steaming 
plate, you plop down at the only va- 
cant table and settle in. You heap the 
tangy cabbage slaw onto your plate 
and pour the piquant sauce generous- 
ly over your food. You take the first 
bite, a perfect combination of tender 
pork, silky corn dough, and spicy 
sauce, and you immediately know: 
You're going to make it after all. 





GIFT CARD | 


OS Valid one per customer. Minimum of $15 purchase. 
Valid only at Fisherman's What Johnny Rockets. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or special : Not valid with other offers. Offer eXxpi res 12/25/13. 
promotions. Sales tax and gratuity not included. No cash value. ©2013 Johnny Rockets Group, Inc. Panchitas #2 





Offer expires 3/1/13. 


3091 16th St., 431-4232. a ee 
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ss I’m waiting at Holy Water, 
in Bernal Heights, to see if one of the 


most brilliant men I know will show 
up. He usually doesn't. 
The term “holy water” usually re- 
THE DOLLAR TS STILL fers toa oe found eres 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S in the Catholic and Anglican churches 
a: — two faiths which love to decorate. 
Yet Holy Water, the bar, has gone for 
sparse. The walls are a weak blue with 
light splotches of white paint, except 
A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION for a back wall, which is a black and 
FOR OVER 60 YEARS! white photograph of what looks like 
a 1930's group baptism in a river. The 
bar takes up about a third of the room, 
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“T wonder,” I say, “about the name 
of this place. Which on one hand I 
really like, and on the other troubles 
me — because our culture tends to 
take anything sacred and turn it into 
a bar or a tourist attraction.” 

“Or housing, she says. “We’ve 
turned a lot of churches into houses.” 
“Right. But isn’t this troubling? 

We need to hold something sacred 
— because when nothing’s sacred 
the only things that have influence 
are money and power. And no one 

wants to live in that world.” 

She scowls. “I think what the name 
refers to is the ritual, to the way 
people come to their neighborhood 
bar, every day and order the same 
thing over and over again, and feel 
good. It’s that ritual, I think, and not 
religion, that this is about.” 

“But that’s the point. We like to 
re-create the forms of the sacred 
without any content, turning things 

we should believe in into 
recreational activities.” 
“But that’s enough! 
I think the form, the 
activity, is beautiful,” 
she says. “Is enough.” 
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TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
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before escaping to Israel. 
ly | NE y fF f) | A S h (} W Eric never graduated from 
college, but is among their 


yyy Ya Y WY) ranks. An extraordinary thinker. 
Wy) My " y All the really interesting people I 





Ti know are bad at keeping up — they 
get lost in the worlds they discover 
— but Eric’s isolation is extreme. It’s 
been more than six months since he’s 





Located in the responded to a message, and mutual 
Fillmore District friends are asking me, “Have you heard 
SAN FRANCISCO’S TASTIEST COVERAGE marie anything? Is he okay?” 
mmRha 2 x | » Mishatlin Hated J Gules The bar is full of regulars, always 
KING OF NOODLES YP YY Hy YP YP YY fj ios ee eteneees ~ a good sign, and Holy Water has the 


1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 15350 FULAMORE ST. 415-585-5600 feel of a great neighborhood joint. 
To pass the time I order a “Search for 


the Holy Gimlet” — just Hendricks 


it “ gin, cucumber, and lemon. It’s a 
I ; . simple drink, made perfectly. All 
Holy Water’s featured cocktails are 
7 Ui al f 1] 419.200.8201 classics made with no more than four 
~ - 046 VALENCIA ST. ingredients. 


HAPPY HOUR “Not a lot of people are actually 


good at making really complicated 
drinks,” the bartender tells me. “And 
most of them are based on the clas- 
sics anyway. You know? As a style ... 
simple is the best.” 

By now I’m a half-hour in. No 
Eric. I order an “After the Gold Rush” 
(Bourbon, pineapple, apricot, lime), 
which is equally perfect. “Since we 





PITCHERS «& , 
MARGARITAS | keep it simple, we don’t even put a 


cocktail on the menu until we've got 


SERVED BY THE GLASS | it exactly,” she tells me. I believe her. 
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lime). It’s delicious. 
All is good. 

Eric arrives 45 minutes later, 
looking ragged. He’s been playing in 
the park with a dog and lost track of 
time. We hug, he sits down, and after 
30 seconds of small-talk he asks me, 
“Are you familiar with the econometric 
examinations of the fall of Rome?” 

It turns out that Rome did, 
indeed, fall quickly — that the 
society went from dominance 
to collapse within a single living 
memory. “Apply the same metrics 
to us,” he says, “and we’re nowhere 
near that kind of decline. Nowhere 
near. And yet ... we act like we are. 
We're constantly parroting the 
forms of a society in collapse — 
which kind of disturbs me more.” 

I realize that after a six-drink wait 
I’m no longer capable of having the 
conversation I was looking forward to. 
“Well, I’ve told you before,” I say, trying 
to keep the words in the correct order, 
“that Western culture has a death wish.” 

That came out okay. 

Keep it simple, I tell myself. 
Simple, smart, don’t put on airs, and 
that will be enough. All will be well. 


Holy Water 
309 Cortland, HolyWaterSF.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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By Emma Silvers 


It’s Saturday afternoon in 
the Mission, and on Valencia, the stroll- 
ers are out in full force. Young families 
linger in front of shiny store-window 
displays; manicured couples fill the ta- 
bles outside every bustling cafe. 

On the corner of 21st and Valen- 
cia, through an unmarked wooden 
door, a black cat named Asha is ignor- 
ing it all from inside an antique claw- 
foot tub. Sharing the perch with her 
is an antique birdcage that, in turn, is 
propped against a mannequin sport- 
ing an ornate vintage wedding dress. 
Billie Holiday's voice wafts through 
the store while a little girl studies the 
record's vinyl sleeve from a velvet 
couch next to a piano. Her mother 
is nearby, asking Duo, the resident 
typewriter repairman, about the price 
on a 60-year-old Remington. Down- 
stairs, in the performance space, 
someone starts sound-checking for 
tonight’s show. 

As the afternoon light filters 
through the dust in the air, illumi- 
nating the artwork, machinery, and 
instruments covering every inch of 
the walls, Jonathan Siegel — a writer, 
actor, and designer, and Viracocha’s 
owner, tenant, and primary employee 
for the past four years — surveys the 
room and sighs. A first-time customer 
pauses just inside the door, cranes 
her neck up to the rusted signs near 
the ceiling, then back down to the 
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little girl, the couch, the piano, and 
the cat, and asks the question Siegel’s 
been trying to answer for four years: 
“What is this place?” 

Viracocha is an antiques store 
that punk kids love. It’s a speakeasy 
with no password to speak of. It sells 
handmade furniture, clothes, type- 
writers, jewelry, ‘zines, small-batch 
soaps, National Geographic magazines 
from 1975. Up until last month, there 
were no price tags on anything. It’s 
staffed by writers, musicians, and 
artists who show up and hang out 
regardless of whether or not they’re 
on shift. The lavishly appointed bath- 
room recently competed against nine 
others for the title of Best Bathroom 
in America. 

But the heart of the place lies 
underground. Viracocha is a per- 
formance space — a dreamily lit 
wooden stage and seating area that 
have played host to poetry readings, 
history classes, brass bands, folk 
singers, weddings, dinner parties, 
Amy Winehouse tribute nights, and 
a weeklong sold-out residency with 
the folk singer Jolie Holland. Often, 
Siegel lets groups use the space for 
free. Some call it a community center; 
one filmmaker who uses it for shoots 
likens it more to a church. 

No matter what you call it, there’s 
one rule at Viracocha: Keep it quiet. 
For the past four years, all of these 
events have technically been illegal, 
on account of fire codes, that one big 
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Viracocha isn’t short on 
whimsy, but that doesn’t 
pay the rent on Valencia. 
Pete Lee 


staircase, and the lack of ADA compli- 
ance. No one’s allowed to talk publicly 
about the venue or promote its events. 
If this all sounds vaguely unsus- 
tainable, that’s because it is. As of the 
first week of December, Viracocha 
is $40,000 in the red. The rent for 
its prime space along the Valencia 
Corridor is a cool $10,000 a month. 
And Siegel — a one-time construction 
worker who built most of the place 
himself — is ready to move on. Ata 
series of fundraisers throughout De- 
cember and January, he hopes to raise 
enough money to make the space 
attractive to potential investors while 
maintaining the venue’s soul and 
purpose. The fundraiser kickoff show 
on Dec. 6 saw upwards of 100 people 
jamming themselves into the space on 
a rainy Friday night for performances 
by local bluesman Quinn DeVeaux, 
the soul-rock band Whiskerman, and 
folky bluegrass from Megan Keely and 
Kelly McFarling (also a Viracocha em- 
ployee). “We feel so grateful to have 
this place in our lives,’ said Keely to 
the packed house between songs. 
Siegel is, among other things, a 
poet. After moving to San Francisco 
from New York in 2005, he spear- 
headed poetry nights at bars like 
Dalva, then Club Deluxe, and a series 
of other bars. When their owners 
realized that “poetry nights aren’t 
exactly profitable,” Siegel moved to 
a Thursday night reading at the 16th 
and Mission BART station. The origi- 
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nal idea for Viracocha was simple: He 
wanted to create a space for the musi- 
cians, writers, and artists in his life — 
a place where they could be sure no 
one was going to kick them out. 

“Td look around and say, ‘All my 
friends are geniuses, but they’re grip- 
ing about their coffee-shop jobs and 
treating these things they’re really 
good at as hobbies,” he says. “There 
has to be a way for us to work togeth- 
er, to make something more tangible 
for ourselves as artists.”” He poured his 
savings into remodeling the interior 
and basement, enlisting friends as vol- 
unteers. He invested several thousand 
dollars into the sound system, because 
he was sick of hearing his friends’ 
bands play with terrible sound. “The 
acoustics are perfect,” he says about 
the downstairs space. “People sound 
like gods in that room.” 

Despite the dictum to keep Viraco- 
cha’s stage on the DL, it’s often felt 
like the worst-kept secret in the city. 
Firefighters from the local station 
walk wide-eyed rookies through the 
space so everyone knows how it’s laid 
out, “just in case,” says Siegel. State 
assemblymen have had bachelor 
parties here. Matt Gonzalez, chief 
attorney in the S.F. Public Defender’s 
office and one-time vice-presidential 
candidate, teaches classes downstairs 
for the Free University of San Fran- 
cisco. And while things sometimes 
get rambunctious, the only time a 
neighbor has called the cops with a 
noise complaint, it turned out to be 





for a group of “about 50 sorority girls 
having a party across the street,” says 
Siegel. “They were screaming their 
heads off.” 


Viracocha’s future remains unclear. 
Ludovic Racinet, who owns Madrone 
Art Bar, and Jerome Rivoire, the pro- 
prietor of the Valencia Street restau- 
rant Garcon, have both expressed 
interest in investing the money 
needed to go legitimate with the 
downstairs venue. Siegel is in talks 
with a woman who wants to revamp 
the store. Employees seem cautiously 
optimistic about the space’s ability to 
pass health inspections and still retain 
its character. But anyone who’s spent 
much time in the place will tell you 
that Viracocha without Siegel will be a 
very different Viracocha. 

“T don’t know why Jonathan Siegel 
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let me turn his storage room into a 
library. Which is to say, he'd probably 
do the same for you,” says Kristina Ke- 
arns, a writer who opened Ourshelves, 
the lending library at the back of the 
main room, in 2011. “I had an idea, 
and because I was encouraged to make 
it a reality, there’s now a membership 
library used by over 300 people in San 
Francisco.” Ourshelves now has five 
other locations, including senior cen- 
ters and homeless shelters. 

“That place is so special, it’s ridicu- 
lous,” says Jolie Holland, who lived in 
a cozy attic apartment above Viraco- 
cha for the week of her residency — a 
room Siegel lived out of while getting 
Viracocha off the ground in 2009. 
“The volunteers and employees who 
keep it going, all the amazingly sweet 
personalities there... they’re angels. 
People like that don’t just show up in 
one space for no reason.” 

Saturday afternoon has become 
Saturday evening, and from behind 
the 1930s cash register, employee 
Jesse McDaniel is directing people 
downstairs for tonight’s music. Inside 
10 minutes, three different people 
ask if the rumors are true, if Viraco- 
cha will be closing. McDaniel points 
to an e-mail list, tells them to be on 
the lookout for community meetings 
about how to keep it going. 

“This became a home really quickly 
for me,’ says McDaniel, who first 
found Viracocha through the spo- 
ken-word scene. “If there’s a night 
where I don’t have anything going on, 


Viracocha’s unpermitted 


basement venue has long 
beén one of the city’s 
worst-kept secrets. 

Pete Lee 


these are the people I call. This is the 
place I go.” 

What does Siegel make of the fierce 
loyalty in this community he’s built? 
Of the scores of people who’ve been 
drawn to Viracocha, who are rallying 
around Viracocha, writing impas- 
sioned testimonials about what the 
place has meant to them? 

“I think looking for a place you 
belong is a universal human thing,” 
says Siegel. His reasons for leaving the 
Bay Area are personal, and his imme- 
diate plans are uncertain, though he’d 
like to travel. He has friends and an 
offer of accommodations in Germany, 
which is sounding pretty good — but 
not before ensuring that Viracocha 
will thrive in his absence. 

“We say community, but what we 
mean is family,” he says. “And every- 
body’s searching for a home.” 
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SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week tn S.F. 
music Sizzle and Fizzle: 


SIZZLE 


changing 
but live m 
will stay. 


@ Rumors have been swirling about 
Cafe Du Nord closing, but for once the 
news isn't bad. The club is being sold 

to the owners of Woodhouse Fish Co. 
and West of Pecos, who will renovate 

its 107-year-old building and say they 
definitely plan to keep live music when it 
reopens next year. 


@ Kraftwerk, the German electronic 
outfit that profoundly influenced dance 
music, hip-hop, and even rock, will play 
two shows at the Fox Oakland next year, 
its first Bay Area appearances in 10 
years. The March 23 show sold out, but 
as of press time, tickets for March 24 
were still available. 


@ Which wireless speaker should you 
ask for this holiday season? We rounded 
up a few better options than the Beats 
Pill, which you've no doubt noticed in 
this year’s Miley Cyrus and Robin Thicke 
music videos. If you want great sound, 
look at our list. 


FIZZILE 
@ Spotify revealed how much it really 
pays artists. The company claims stream 


rates aren't a fair way of judging its com- 


plex compensation system, but nonethe- 
less says it averages between 0.6 and 
0.8 cents per song. That's fractions of 

a penny - and proof that musicians’ pay 
situation is just as bad as we thought. 


@ Something interesting happened to 
the U.S. edition of Morrissey's Autobiogra- 
phy: It's missing stories about a gay love 
interest that were in the British edition. 
No one yet has fessed up to removing 
mentions of the Smiths singer's relation- 
ship with photographer Jake Owen Wil- 
liams, but the omission sure is strange. 


@ Jay-Z and Beyonce are going vegan 
for a whole 22 days. They're convinced 
it's going to be really difficult, even 
though all they have to do is hire a 
professional chef to come in and cook 
for them. Or read labels in the super- 
market for an extra few minutes. It'll be 
second-nature soon, kids, and you'll be 
feeling good. 


For full versions of the above stories and 
much more about S.F. music, check out 
All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
www.sfweekly.com/shookdown. 





LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY | 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$3 WELLS/S3 DRAFTS/$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11 2013 FREE 
(SOUL, R&B) 





No holiday tunes, we promise 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 12 2013 $5 (ADV) 


Plus: 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 13 2013 $10 
FREE BEFORE 9:30PM 
(BOOGALOO, SOUL, FUNK) 
(GOING LATE-NIGHT 9:30 PM TILL’ 2:30AM+) 


Plus: 
An evening of ass shakin’, body 
movin’, jazzy funky soul-greasy 
dance-charged boogaloo. 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 14 2013 $10 (ADV) 


Plus: 

Fronted by three powerhouse female 
vocalists, and backed by a 
rhythm section that digs deep for the 
groove, this band wastes 
no time getting you on your feet. 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 15 2013 FREE 
* (ROTC) 


Feat: [ 
Plus: 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 17 2013 $5 


PLUS: 3 : 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18 2013 $5 


With: 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 19 2013 $8 (ADV) 
(SOUL, MOTOWN, BLUES, R&B) 


+ 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 20 2013 $20 (ADV) 
(Going ‘Late-Night’ 9:30 ‘til 3:00am) 


Feat: | ly L 


What can we say about a line-up that 
puts your p-funk into your primus??? 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 31 2013 $40 (ADV) 

(Going ‘LATE NIGHT’ 8pm ‘til 3:30am+) 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 


Plus: 
Balloons! Champagne! Funky Music! 


jefe} B:iele) Biee] Glia 34 ih 
FREE EVERY SUNDAY! 
(Going from 9pm ‘til close) 


** NFL FOOTBALL ** 


with: SURROUND SOUND 
SAINTS, 49ERS, ALL GAMES 
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Unlikely 
Connections 


Juan Maclean finds 
common ground between 
synth pop and '90s house. 


By Derek Opperman 


Though they might seem very differ- 
ent, synth-pop and house music have a 
lot in common. It was partially the 
alien novelty of British new wave acts 
like Depeche Mode, Yazoo, and Gary 
Numan that influenced the first wave 
of house producers in the genre’s early 
days. Despite this connection, the two 
are rarely successfully combined today, 
which makes the music of John “Juan” 
Maclean, and his solo project The Juan 
Maclean (which features the vocal tal- 
ents of LCD Soundsystem’s Nancy 
Whang), something of an oddity. For 
the past decade, his work — most of 
which has been released on seminal 
New York dance label DFA Records — 
has shown that there is acommon 
ground between the two, with clever 
lyrics and hooky analog synth lines 
glued together by the driving momen- 
tum of four-to-the-floor dance music. 
The genesis for this blend comes 
down to the fact that Maclean, like 
many of the other artists on the DFA 
roster, came to house from a punk- 
rock background. Prior to making his 
signature blend of electronic dance 
music, he was busy as the guitarist in 
the noisy post-hardcore outfit Six Fin- 
ger Satellite. While with that group, he 
gradually acquired a taste for more ex- 
perimental electronic fare. His earliest 
work as Juan Maclean, 2002’s “By The 
Time I Get To Venus,” was a rough- 
around-the-edges 12-inch whose 
primitive Kraftwerkian rhythm and 
madly spiralling robotic voices recalled 
a lighthearted Throbbing Gristle, 
placing it in stark contrast to the more 
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serious progressive house and trance 
sounds that dominated the era. Later 
works elaborated on this core concept, 
adding the considerable vocal talents 
of Whang while branching off into 
such diverse territory as piano house 
(“Happy House”), Human League 
homage (“One Day”), and even ’80s 
disco (“Give Me Every Little Thing”). 
So far, 2013 has been a return to 
form for Maclean, who, prior to this 
year, hadn’t released an EP under his 
“Juan” alias in three years. The name 
of his latest is You Are My Destiny, 
and it picks up right where he left 
off, albeit with a clubby twist — he’s 
reconfigured his synthesizers to 
create pop songs with a more tradi- 
tional verse-chorus-verse structure, 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Om Unit at 1015 Folsom 

10 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12. $15; 

1015.com 

After years of dormancy, sampled break- 
beat records are back in style. Case in 
point is the recent output of Om Unit, a 
British producer who's dropped his dub- 
Step aspirations in favor of the clattering 
Snare drums and weightless melodics of 
drum ‘n’ bass. Expect a serious amount of 
gut-wrenching low frequencies when he 
headlines at 1015 Thursday. 


Mighty 10-Year Anniversary and Set 
present Hernan Cattaneo at Mighty 

9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13. $15-$20; 
mighty119.com 

As noted previously, it’s Mighty's 10th 
anniversary month, and the Potrero Hill 
hotspot is keeping the party going this 
weekend with a special appearance by 
Hernan Cattaneo. He’s an Argentine 
producer whose sound straddles the line 
between trance-inducing progressive 
psychedelia and sensual tech-house. That 
is to say, his music is big, which makes it 
a perfect fit for the venue's larger-than- 
life size. 





John 
“Juan” 
Maclean 


and with more polish than anything 
he’s released before. It’s house, but 
Whang’s voice pops up and down in 
pitch while navigating the pauses 
between lyrics, recalling a contempo- 
rary version of the percussive sam- 
pler tricks of groups like Yello. 

His recent turn towards clubbier 
material mimics his DJ sets, which 
are similarly far-reaching in their 
scope. Hear him connect the dots 
when he headlines, this Friday, at La 
Boite and Uni4rm’s latest offering at 
new SOMA hotspot Audio Discotech. 


La Boite and Uni4rm present 
Juan Maclean at Audio Discotech 
9:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13. $5-$20; 
audiosf.com 


No Way Back with Mudd and Felix 
Dickinson at Monarch 

10 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14. $7-$20; 
monarchsf.com 

“Balearic” is a term you hear often, but 
what does it mean? It’s shorthand for a kind 
of music that’s similar to the breezy, ecsta- 
sy-friendly soundtrack played on the Span- 
ish island of Ibiza in the late-'80s. UK 
producers Felix Dickinson and Mudd are 
both exemplary practitioners of this form, 
producing tunes that are laid back and 
funky, hitting all the right spots for late- 
night partying. 


Galaxy Radio presents Matrixxman at 
The Knockout 

9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14. Free; 
theknockoutsf.com 

Thanks to Daft Punk, everybody knows Gior- 
gio Moroder. But did you know that Italian 
disco goes deeper than Donna Summer? In 
the ‘80s, Italy birthed an awesomely cheesy 
sound called “Italo” that fused New Wave 
synth-work with nonsensical pseudo-En- 
glish lyrics. Galaxy Radio is a free party that 
specializes in this obscure genre, with each 
month featuring a different Italo-obsessed 
guest DJ from the local scene. This month 
it's local techno talent Matrixxman. 
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Make-Out Room 
~~, 


\NESDAY 12/11 AT GPM, NO COVER! 


CREPUSCULE 
DJ 2LOOSE & DR. DUMDUM 
PLUS DJ LIL SMARTY PANTS 
POST PUNK, NEW WAVE, CINEMATIQUE 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! FREE! FREE! 
DJS CLUTCH & SIKK LAFFTER PRESENT: 


MUSICAL CHAIR DANCE PARTY! 
THURSDAY 12/12 AT 10PM, NO COVER! 
FESTIVAL ‘68 
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SKEE SHUFFLEBOARD SELECTORS: ADAM & VANESSA 
PCDI ELFOOS GUESTS: DJS NINA 
— G — MINI AKA “MADAME STREGGAE” 


ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE & SKA 
FRIDAY 12/13 AT 7:30PM, $8 

O PRESIDENTE ¢ PANCHO-SAN 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 


LOOSE JOINTS 
DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 12/14 AT 6:30PM, $5-$10 
WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11PM 


EL SUPERRITMO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 
SUNDAY 12/15 AT 7:30, $8 
TITAN UPS 
FRANCO NERO  TRITONICS © DJ DUKEY 
MONDAY 12/16 AT 7:30PM, FREE! 


SAD BASTARD’S CLUB 
BETH MCKENNA RICK KVORIAK 
DEREK SCHMIDT ¢ JOSEPH CHILDRESS 
ERIC SHEA » TOM HEYMAN 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, FREE! 
WHISKEY RIVER 
DJ HANDLEBARS & DJ PRETTY 
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music| cocktails | pool 
WEDNESDAY | SPECIAL BLEND: 





THURSDAY | DANCE KARAOKE 


aT RICKY 
ae | THE HUSTLE ne ait 7 zen FREE! 
SAKE Deel? G DIS LUCKY, PRIMO A FRIENDS 
DJ TRAXAMILLION WEDNESDAY 12/18 AT 9PM, FREE! 
SATURDAY | KISSGROOVE SF BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
THE WHOOLIGAN 80S GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, & MORE! 
AND VINROC THURSDAY 12/19 AT 7PM, $15 W/ CAN OF FOOD 
TuesbAY | TACO TUESDAYS THE GIBBSMO HOLIDAY 


CRAPTACULAR! 
A CAN DRIVE FOR THE SF FOODBANK 
MARC AND THE CASUALS 
WITH MARK EITZEL » KELLEY STOLTZ 
PAULA FRAZER « JOEL ROBINOW 
JUSTIN FRAHM © AND MORE! 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM, FREE! 


SOUL: IT’S THE REAL THING! 
WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. © MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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TUESDAY 
THRU SATURDAY 
PM 
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SATURDAY ¢ DECEMBER 14 
BILL GRAHAM CIVIC AUDITORIUM 


SHOW, THIS)SATURDA SS 


BLACKCROWES COM 
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TICKETS AVAMABLE AT APECONCERTS.COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM 
a BPETONTERTS.COM 
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Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F.,CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 12/11 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. The Bruises, 
Lovers, Upstairs Downstairs, 9 p.m., $10. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, S.F. Tommy & The High 
Pilots, The Lower 48, Will Weston, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., S.F. Lee Ranaldo & The 
Dust, Bill Orcutt & Jacob Felix Heule, 9 p.m., $15-$17. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1Ith St., S.F. Fates Warning, Artizan, 
Bay Rum, Field of Stones, 7:30 p.m., $20-$25. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Hyper Buzz, Heart of the 
Whale, Not Sure. Not Yet, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Jagwar Ma, 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 12/11 


American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: 
7:30 p.m., $15-$94. Grace Cathedral, 1100 
California, S.F. 

Dianne Reeves with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 
p.m., $15-$100. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 
Van Ness, S.F. 

High on Fire: W/ Kvelertak, Windhand, 7:30 
p.m., $20-$22. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, S.F. 

Jay-Z: 8 p.m., $31-$168.45 advance. SAP Center, 
525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Jeff Tweedy: 8 p.m., $48-$61 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 


THURSDAY 12/12 


American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: 
7:30 p.m., $15-$94. Grace Cathedral, 1100 
California, S.F. 

Buika: 7:30 p.m., $25-$55. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., S.F. 

Kem: What Christmas Means: 8 p.m., $49.50- 
$89.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F. 
Ozomatii with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 p.m., $20- 

$90. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Jonathan Richman: 8 p.m., $16. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 

Jeff Tweedy: 8 p.m., $48-$61 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 


FRIDAY 12/13 


Buika: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., S.F. 

Burt Bacharach with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 
p.m., $15-$98. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, S.F. 

Kalin & Myles: Crazy for Christmas: 8 p.m., 
$18.50-$22. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, S.F. 

Lettuce: 9 p.m., $25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, S.F. 

X: W/ The Blasters, 9 p.m., $35-$47 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 


SATURDAY 12/14 


The Black Crowes: W/ Tedeschi Trucks Band, The 
London Souls, 7 p.m., $55 advance. Bill Graham 


Fascinator, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Disorder,” w/ 
Screature, CIVC, Circuit Slave, DJ Nickie Tilsner, 
10 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Bondage A Go Go,” w/ DJs 
Damon, Tomas Diablo, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Clift Hotel, Redwood Room: 495 Geary, S.F. “Sessions 
004,” w/ Kiwi Time, plus DJs Richard Habib, Jamal 
Targa, Marija Dunn, Seven, Amber Reyngoudt, and 
Max Gardner, 6 p.m., free. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, S.F. “Electro Pop Rocks," 18+ 
dance night with the Disco Fries, Aston Shuffle, 
Harris Pilton, Sychosis, Sonny Daze, Chaos, Slo Mo, 
Budzak, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Powwoww, Witowmaker, 
Light Echo, Phntm Club, Popgang DJs, 9 p.m., $5. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Housepitality,” w/ Jozif, 
Pattern Drama, Sharon Buck, Johnnie Walker, 9 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “What?,” w/ resident DJ 
Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Rock the 
Spot,” 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. ‘Booty Call,"" w/ Juanita More, 
Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Mixtape Wednesday,” 
w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & 


Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, S.F. 

Buika: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., S.F. 

Burt Bacharach with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 
p.m., $15-$98. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, S.F. 

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra: Handel's 
Messiah: 8 p.m., $30+. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach 
Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley. 

San Francisco Choral Artists: Sweet Voices & 
Noyses: 8 p.m., $30. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 
1111 O'Farrell, S.F. 

S.F. Symphony Youth Orchestra: Prokofiev's 
Peter and the Wolf: With guest narrator John 
Lithgow., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m., $27-$57. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 


SUNDAY 12/15 


A Chanticleer Christmas: 8 p.m., $35-$65. St. 
Ignatius Church, 650 Parker, S.F. 

Buika: 7 p.m., $25-$55. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., S.F. 

Oakland East Bay Symphony: Let Us Break Bread 
Together - A Holiday Celebration: W/ Oakland 
Symphony Chorus, Mt. Eden High School Choir, 
Kugelplex, Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, 
Linda Tillery & the Cultural Heritage Choir, 
more., 4 p.m., $15-$50. Paramount Theatre, 
2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

Preservation Hall Jazz Band: A Creole Christ- 
mas: 8 p.m., $15-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Sub Focus: W/ Delta Heavy, 9 p.m., $15-$25. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, S.F. 

Wild 94.9 Wild Jam: W/ J. Cole, Ariana Grande, 
Mac Miller, Iggy Azalea, Kid Ink, Jay Sean, Far 
East Movement, SoMo, 7 p.m., $18.50-$110.75 
advance. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., 
San Jose. 


MONDAY 12/16 


S.F. Symphony: Colors of Christmas: W/ Peabo 
Bryson, CeCe Winans, Melissa Manchester, 
and Ruben Studdard, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 


TUESDAY 12/17 


S.F. Symphony: Colors of Christmas: W/ Peabo 
Bryson, CeCe Winans, Melissa Manchester, 
and Ruben Studdard, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 
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THREE NIGHTS! 
moe. 


& | WED, DECHS 
A PARTIALLY SEATED SHON 


THE CHARLIEFHUNTER 


AND SCOTT AMENDOLAIDUOF 
D) HARRY DUNCAN 


THU, DEC 19 
NAT KEEFE CONCERT CARNIVAL 


FEATURING:, TIM CARBONE, DJ SHOOEY, TIM FLANNERY, 
THE T SISTERS, MELODY WALKER & JACOB GROOPMAN, 
MATT SHARKEY, THE COEDS, MEMBERS OF HOT BUTTERED RUM 
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FRI, DEC 20 & SADPDEC 21 
SAN FRANPSYCHO PRESENTS: TWO NIGHTS! 


THE GROWLERS 
THE ABIGAILS 
MYSTIC BRAVES (FRI) 
CAT SIGNS {SAT} 


— —_— 


POWWOWW, 
WITOWMAKER, 

LIGHT ECHO, PHNTM CLUB, 
and POPGANG DJS 


2 | AFROLICIOUS 


9:30PM 


SEAN ALVAREZ (Chicago) 


and resident percussionists 


LAGOS ROOTS 
AFROBEAT 
ENSEMBLE 


(Record Release) 

Early Show: 

NOCTOA, LASHER KEEN, 
AERIAL RUIN 

(member of Old Grandad & Lost Goat) 


Bersa Disco presents 


TORMENTA 
TROPICAL 


S10 AFTER’ § Year Anniversary: 


MAX GLAZER 
(Federation Sound)(NYC) 
with Resident DJs 


OROT1 & DEEJAY THEORY 


DUB MISSION 


presents the best in dub, roots 
reggae & dancehall with 


DJ SEP, J BOOGIE 


$6 AFTER! (Dubtronic Science) 
and special guest 


TIMOTEO GIGANTE 
(MOM DJs/The Brothers Dpt) 
Celebrating the release of his 


12/13 
10PM $10 


SUN 





SAT, DEC 28 
CRACKER 


CAMPER 
VAN BEETHOVEN 
MON, DEC 30 


HOLY GHOST! 


A 
DJ AARON AXELSEN 


FRI, JAN 3 

ANTHONY 6B. 

FRI JAN 10 

DEAR INTER 
PENT 

AMERICAN NOMAD 

SLEEPING GIANTS 

Sit, JAN 11 

SUN SETSF PRESENTS 

DIEGO'S UMB 

COM BRIO, PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 

FRU JAN 17 & SAT, JAN 18 

TWO NIGHTS!UNDERCOVER, 

FAULTLINE STUDIOS 2 KPEA PRESENT 

SLY & THE FAMILY 

STONE'S STAND! 
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TWO SHOWS IN ONE 
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THU, JAN 23 
SUPERHUMANOIDS 


FRI, JAN 2 
RYAN HEMSWORTH 


SAT, JAN 75 
WIGHT! 
SF SRETCHFEST PRESENTS 


DAVID KOECHNER 
FROM ANCHORMAN AND WBC’S THE OFFKE 


TEL 
ROBERT DELONG 
WED, JAN 29 

YUCK 

THU, JAM 30 


FUTUREBIRDS 
MATURAL CHALD 


TWO NIGHTS! 
NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS 


TUE, FER 4 
he -3 he) | 38 a) 8) 


Reggae Hot Soul mixtape: 
“A journey through the soulful 
side of Reqgae music” 

MON Far Cas 


H| Be HIGHWAY POETS 


THE NEW THOREAUS 
TUE FZ Ga EATS 


all-nite Forro party 
with residents: 


LUCIO K, CARIOCA, 
and MC P-SHOT 


(Stones Throw) 

NEW LOVE SOUL REVUE 
plus The Selector DJ Kirk 
i (Sweater Funk) 

UPCOMING 


THU 12/19 
FRI 12/20 


SAT 12/21 
SUN 12/22 


AFROLICIOUS: JUAN DATA 

EL VEZ & ROSIE FLORES 
MEXMAS SHOW 

SATURDAY NIGHT SOUL PARTY 
DUB MISSION: DJ SEP, 

KUSH AORA, DJ JIMMY LOVE 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
+ 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 


NDAR ARTS &CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC 


guests, 9 p.m., $5. 
Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Special Blend,” w/ 
resident DJs LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Paige Clem, Fiver 
Brown, Ben Shaw, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Ryan Montbleau, 
Witchdream Mansion, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Gann Brewer, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Gaucho, Eric Garland's 
Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., S.F. Terry Disley's 
Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. “Cat's Corner,” 


26 BEERS ON DRAUGHT 
EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 
SPECIALTY BELGIAN & MICROBREWS 
HAPPY HOUR 

4-7PM TUES-FRI 

ALL DRAUGHTS 

$20FF SUNDRY NIGHTS 

NEW PINBALL 

MACHINES 


NOW SERVING 
DELI SANDWICHES 
SAUSAGES & PRETZELS 
WITH NACHO CHEESE 


3159 16TH ST 


(BTWN VALENCIA & GUERRERO) 
GESTALTSF.COM | OPEN DAILY | 12PM-2AM 
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FATES WARNING 
W. ARTIZAN, BAY RUM, 
FIELD OF STONES 


METALACHI 
W. SPECIAL GUESTS 
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DANCE FLOOR 

W. DAVEY SUICIDE, THE 
RELAPSE SYMPHONY, HALEY 
ROSE, LIONFIGHT, KAT HAUS 


GIRLS ROCK! 


A BENEFIT CONCERT 
FEATURING PUNK FUNK MOB, 
MOONFOX, VICTORIA & THE 
VAUDVILLAINS, COFFEE SHOP 
DROPOUT 


POINT BREAK LIVE -- EXTENDED! 
FEB 7, MARCH 7, AND APRIL 4 
ON SALE NOW! 


9 p.m., $10. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. 
Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Tuck & 
Patti, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Sherri Roberts, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. Timba Dance Party, 
w/ DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. “Bachatalicious,” w/ 
DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m., $5-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Diana Arbenina & The 
Night Snipers, DJ Ze'ev, 8 p.m., $50. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Kim Wilson All 
Stars, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $30. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Dr. Mojo, 9:30 
p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Little Jonny & The Giants, 
9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Meridian Gallery: 535 Powell, S.F. Cheryl Leonard: 
New Natural Sounds, 7:30 p.m., $8-$10. 


SOUL 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Freddie Hughes 
& Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 12/12 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. City Tribe, Sea 
Lioness, Travis Hayes, Snow Angel, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., S.F. Sixth Annual Silicon 
Valley Rocks, 7 p.m., $25-$65. 
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CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


2300 ASS (ON ESIE 


BETWEEN 19th & 20th) 
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415.824.7729 
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The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. moe., Dec. 
12-14, 9 p.m., $30. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Cocktails, Blood 
Sister, Happy Diving, 9 p.m., $5. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Split Screens, The Dandelion 
War, Heavy Color, Jared Padovani, 8:30 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., S.F. RJD2, Om Unit, 
Sweatson Klank, DJ Dials, Mophono, Ernie Fresh. 
Mr. Vos, 10 p.m., $15 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. “Phonic,” w/ 
Borgeous, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “Tubesteak 
Connection," w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “iPan Dulce!,""9 p.m., $5. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “X0," w/ DJs Astro & 
Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., S.F. “8bitSF,"” w/ Super 
Soul Bros, Vicereine, Owlbear, DJ Tracer, 8:30 
p.m., $8-Si1. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Afrolicious,"" w/ DJs 
Pleasuremaker, Sefior Oz, and live guests, 9:30 
p.m., $5-S8. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Night Fever,” 
9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., S.F. Blaus, on 
the downstairs stage, 10 p.m. continues through 
Dec. 26, free with RSVP. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “Awakening,” w/ @rjan 
Nilsen, 9 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. “Base,” w/ Sasha, Gabriel |, 
Quinn Jerome, 10 p.m., $15 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F. “Cypher,” w/ resident 
DJ Big Von, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., S.F. iStandard 
Producer Showcase: Bay Area Edition, 8 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Peaches,” w/lady 
DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, 
Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Emily Bonn & The Vivants, 


Smooth Voices 


Arann Harris & The Farm Band, Supermodal, 9 p.m. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. James- 
town Revival, Lonesome Locomotive, Keyan Keihani, 
8 p.m., $9-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. “Strung Out,” w/ Teja Gerken, 
Joe Gore, Eric Skye, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Small Town Therapy, 
The T Sisters, Indianna Hale, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp St., S.F. The Lady Crooners, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Tipsy House, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bottle Cap: 1707 Powell, S.F. The North Beach Sound 
with Ned Boynton, Jordan Samuels, and Tom 
Vickers, 7 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Vijay Anderson Quartet, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Exploratorium: Pier 15, S.F. Resonance: Angel City, w/ 
Roscoe Mitchell, James Fei, William Winant, Sarah 
Cahill, 7 p.m., $10-$15. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Clifford Lamb, 
Mel Butts, and Friends, Second Thursday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Judy Hall, 7 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Charlie Siebert 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin St., S.F. “Hotplate,” 
w/ Robert Stewart & Chester Thompson (playing 
Jimmy Smith's Back at the Chicken Shack), 8 & 
9:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. 
Stompy Jones, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Tuck & 
Patti, 8 p.m., $23. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Pa’Lante!,”" w/ Juan 
G, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. Vibras6n, El DJ X, 
8 p.m., $12. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F. The Verdi Club Mi- 
longa, w/ Christy Coté, DJ Emilio Flores, guests, 
9 p.m., $10-$15. 


BLUES 





MYRON &E. 


With New Love Soul Revue and The Selecter DJ Kirk. 9 

p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 18, at Elbo Room. $8; elbo.com. 

Myron Glasper and his collaborator, E., met and started playing together 
while touring with Bay Area rap juggernaut Blackalicious. But the music on 
their Stones Throw debut album, On Broadway, looks much further back 
than backpack hip-hop. This is an old-time R&B vocal duo, the songs spiked 
with reverb-drenched guitars, funky bass lines, and aching refrains — even 
a few saccharine string-section interludes. As stylish as they are soulful, 
Myron & E. are building a name for themselves as local members of their 
L.A. label’s growing stable of neo-R&B acts. They haven't quite made an im- 
pact in their home region yet, but look for that to change. Songs like the 
softly melancholy title track and the effortlessly muscular “Do It Do It 
Disco” are too fun to be ignored. Ian S. Port 
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Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Mike Keneally, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20-$24. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. T-Wrex & The Primitive 
Rhythm, 4 p.m.; Cathy Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Jinx Jones & Jessica 
Rose, 8 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Twang Honky 
Tonk & Country Jamboree,” w/ DJ Little Red Rodeo, 
7p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. Tri-Cornered 
Tent Show, Feral Luggage, White Pee, 10 p.m., free. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, S.F. Ti Femme, Roro, 
Jack Hertz, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Holiday Party 
with Big Blu Soul Revue, 7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY 12/13 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. 20 Sided Records 
Holiday Party, w/ Trainwreck Riders, Tartufi, Can- 
nons & Clouds, Couches, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Cool 
Ghouls, Santoros, The Spyrals, Unstrung, DJ Al 
Lover, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Federation X, Tweak 
Bird, Feral Ohms, Peace Creep, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Rue ‘66, Handler 
Brothers, Consolidated Electric, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. moe., Dec. 
12-14, 9 p.m., $30. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. 0 Presidente, 
Pancho-san, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Surf Bored, Lemme Adams, 
Mr. Kind, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., S.F. El Ten Eleven, Slow Magic, 
9 p.m., $16. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Slick’s Bash #100 
with Poison Idea; Attitude Adjustment; Moses; I, 
Madman, 9 p.m., $12. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. “Indie Slash," w/ DJs 
Danny White and Rance, 10 p.m., $5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. Juan MacLean (DJ 
set), Pacific Disco, Papa Lu, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15 
advance. 

BeatBox: 314 ith St., S.F. BeatBox Holiday Party with 
DJ Russ Rich, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Boy Bar,” w/ DJ Matt 
Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Dark Shadows: The Night- 
mare Before Christmas,” w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, 
Melting Girl, Joe Radio, and Skarkrow, 9:30 p.m., 
$7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Trap City,"’ w/ Loudpvck, Ultra- 
Violet, Napsty, WolfBitch, The Whooligan, Teleport, 
Meikee Magnetic, Mixtress Shizaam, 10 p.m., $15. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “The Animal Party: Reindeer 
Unleashed,” w/ Traviswild & Thomas Jack, 9 p.m., 
$10-$20 advance. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, S.F. “Cubcake,” w/ 
DJ Medic, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “HYSL,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Mighty 10-Year Anniversary, 
w/ Hernan Cattaneo, Naveen G, 9 p.m., $20-$30 
advance. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. “Smoke N’ Mirrors: A Winter 
Holiday Soirée,” w/ Crazy P, Climbers, Shiny Objects, 
Lisbona, Trev Campbell, 9 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “Friday the 13th, Part IV,” 
w/ Zebra Katz, House of LaDosha, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 
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Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Simon Patterson, John 
Beaver, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., S.F. “Electric WKND," w/ 
The Certain People Crew, Second Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m.., free. 

Slide: 430 Mason, S.F. “E2F," Second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, S.F. “F*ck 
It's Free-zing,” w/ Michael Anthony, Be Smiley, 
Jimmy Bell, Didje Kelli, 10 p.m., free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. The Les, DJ Enfo, DJ E-20, 
Mikey Tan, DJ Rufio, 10 p.m., $15. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Heartbeat,” w/ resident 
DJ Strategy, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5 (free before 11 p.m). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, 
9 p.m., $25-$45. 


ACOUSTIC 


Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, S.F. Secret Town, 
7:30 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Tom Lander, 7:30 
p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Jimmy Ryan Quintet, 
Second Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m.., free. 
Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Alex Conde Trio, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Palace Hotel: 2 New Montgomery, S.F. The 
Klipptones, 8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Soul Sauce, 8 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. Rob Reich 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 
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The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Steve Lucky & 
Carmen Getit, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Jim Butler 
Group, 7:30 p.m., $8. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. Taste Fridays, featuring 
local cuisine tastings, salsa bands, dance lessons, 
and more, 7:30 p.m., $15 (free entry to patio). 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, S.F. Orquesta Conquis- 
tador Quartet, 7 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Lagos Roots, 10 p.m., $10. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno St., S.F. Flamenco del 
Oro, 8 p.m., $15 suggested donation. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, S.F. Cuban 
Night with Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., $15-$18. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. La Gente, La Misa Negra, 
8 p.m., $10-$13. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Sheila E. 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD « MUSIC 
MON 2/16 8PM $27 AD atu v/ $30 DOOR 


TUE 12/I7 6:30 PM FREE WITH PRIZES 


FRI 12/20 6PM FAMILY tr 
DISCOUNT TIX FOR UNDER 12/OVER 65 


SAT 12/21 7PM CLOSING NIGHT 
PARTY $24 ADV/ $27 DOOR 


FRI & SAT VAR AMPCE Ea 
ADV/ $20 DOOR / aU 2-DAY ee 


TUE 2/3 PM $47 ADV / $52 D0OR/ 
$102 VIP/TICKET DINNER 


FRII/3 8PM ST ADV /$22 DOOR 


IMPERIAL MESSENGER 
‘SERVICE wis DAVID 


FREIBERG p PERFORMS THE MUSIC 
OF QUICKSILVER MESSENGER SERVICE 


SAT |/4 8PM $16 ADV / $18 DOOR 
CRUELLA - aut FEMALE MOTLEY 


CRUE TRIBUTE BAND; RECKLESS 


IN VEGAS; HORMONES - ALL 
FEMALE TRIBUTE TO THE RAMONES 


415-388-3850 | SWE 
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Birthday Celebration, 8 & 10 p.m., $34-$39. 
BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Elvin Bishop, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $40. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Jinx Jones & The King- 
Tones, Second Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; T.C. 
Riders, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Artists’ Television Access: 992 Valencia, S.F. “Other 
States,” w/ Evan Caminiti, Danny Paul Grody, and 
Trevor Montgomery, plus films by Paul Clipson, 8 
p.m., $6-$10. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Steppin’, DJ 
K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. ‘Loose Joints,” 


eeeeaeeneoeeeeeeee000' 


2801 LEAVENWORTH STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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THURSDAY DEC 12TH 


“HONKY TONK 
THURSDAY” 


COUNTRY LINE DANCING & DJ’S 
COUNTRY, TOP-40, HIP-HOP 
& PARTY ROCK 
$3 BEER, WHISKEY 
& VODKA SPECIALS 


@eeeoeosseeoeneee e208 868 
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FRIDAY DEC 13TH 
ESSENTIAL NIGHTLIFE PRESENTS 


“GET FRESH 
FRIDAY HOLIDAY 
ait 


FEAT. 
DJ SANTY, DJ ENO 
ad DA ROOD 


TOP-40, HIP-HOP, PARTY ROCK 
AND EDM 
$150 BOTTLES OF GREY GOOSE 
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SATURDAY DEC 14TH 
SOULMOVER’S SF PRESENT 


2ND SATURDAY 


FEAT. 


DJ AMY ROBBINS 
(99.7FM) 
TOP-40, HIP-HOP PARTY ROCK 
FANT DS DY 
GUEST LIST FREE UNTIL 11:30 
$200 BOTTLES OF GREY GOOSE 
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Bottle Service | Birthdays | Private Events 


415.775.5110 
theparlorsf.com 
for calendar of events and information 





w/ DJs Centipede, Damon Bell, and Tom Thump, 
10 p.m., $5-$10. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, S.F. “Soul Crush,” w/ 
DJ Serious Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “‘Nightbeat,” w/ DJs 
Primo, Lucky, and Dr. Scott, Second Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $4. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Yo Momma: 
M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza, 
Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 


SATURDAY 12/14 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Kitten, The Hot 
Toddies, Dog Party, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut, S.F. Sad Bastard 
Book Club, Waning, Balms, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. The Loyalists, Cinder 
Cone, Mosshead, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. The Comet Empire, 
The Suborbitals, Akale, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. moe., Dec. 
12-14, 9 p.m., $30. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. The Fucking Buck- 
aroos, Buffalo Tooth, The Parmesans, 3 p.m., $7. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Pedal Revolution 
Benefit Show with Clamhawk Manor, Twinsect, Jam- 
aged Goods, Joe Sikelianos, 4 p.m., $5; The Weirdos, 
VKTMS, The Re-Volts, DJ Aya Papaya, 9 p.m., $18. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. “2 Men Will Move You,” 
w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, Second Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. Solidisco, Chor- 
dashian, MyKill, Sunwoo, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., S.F. “I Just Wanna F*ckin Dance: 
First Annual Battle of the Beats,” 10 p.m., $15-$25. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Club Gossip: New Order 
vs. Erasure,” w/ DJs Damon, Shon, Low-Life, Daniel 
Skellington, and Panic, 9 p.m., $5-$8 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., S.F. “Bootie S.F.," w/ 
Smash-Up Derby, A+D, DJ Dada, Myster C, Mr. 
Washington, Keith Kraft, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 


THE 
sy .\ eye)’ 


(415) 989-7666 © 12PM - 2AM 





WED 12/11 LITTLE JONNY & THE GIANTS 
THU 12/12 PRIMITIVE RHYTHM & T-REX 
(4PM - 8PM) 


CATHY LEMONS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


FRI 12/13 JINX JONES (4PM - 8PM) 


T C RIDERS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SAT 12/14 DAVE WORKMAN (4PM - 8PM] 
DELTA WIRES (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SUN 12/15 BLUES POWER (4PM - 8PM) 
SPENCER JARRETT (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


MON 12/16 — PETER LINDMAN (4PM - 8PM) 


THE BACHELORS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
LISA KINDRED 


1232 Grant Avenue 


TUE 12/17 


between Columbus and Vallejo 
Tami Weclalton a=ola elm \ Clalamstcreroul 
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EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Maxwell Powers, Date Nite, 
Pixel Memory, 9 p.m., $6-$12. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Tormenta Tropical: 
6-Year Anniversary,” w/ Max Glazer, Orotl, Deejay 
Theory, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F. “Eclectricity,” Second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 4th St., S.F. ‘Love Gener- 
ation,” w/ The Fancy Cats, 10 p.m., $20. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “Freak ‘n’ You,” w/ Philipp Jung 
(of M.A.N.D.Y.), Nick Williams, Dan Sherman, 9 p.m., 


Mighty Young Tongue 


= si. 


$10 advance. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Galaxy Radio,” 
w/ Matrixxman, Lel Ephant, Smac, Emils, PlaZa, 
Holly B, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Music Video 
Night,” w/ DJs Satva & 4AM, Second Saturday of 
every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Gorgon City, 10 p.m., $12.50-$20. 
Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. ‘No Way Back,” w/ Mudd, 
Felix Dickinson, Conor, Solar, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 
Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement St., S.F. French 


~ “ 
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CHANCE THE RAPPER 





With DJ Rashad and Spinn. 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 18, at the 
Regency Ballroom. $22.50-$25; theregencyballroom.com. 


Tough to tell what’s crazier: that we expect more precocity from our young 
rappers than we ever have, or that they actually keep delivering. When 
20-year-old Chance the Rapper's sophomore mixtape, Acid Rap, dropped in 
May, it landed like a tie-dyed dart on some throbbing nerve we didn’t even 
know we had. The album is hallucinatory and unnervingly developed, flit- 
ting between gloomy ruminations (“Pusha Man”) and calypso sway (“Favor- 
ite Song”). Chance is a braggart, but his nasal, acrobatic virtuosity isn’t just 
meant to launch boasts. His confessions — about childhood nostalgia, about 
the trauma of watching a friend die — are delivered like flicks to the fore- 
head; they’re meant to keep us alert and slightly off-kilter. When he per- 
forms, expect to feel both coddled and thrillingly, unrelentingly prodded. 


Byard Duncan 
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GENESIS 


SELLING ENGLAND BY THE POUND 
ae by 


Fie exact 4 uf the 1973 show: 
lights, sets, costumes, effects 
& the original slides | themusicalbox.net 
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ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 
MARCH 26 


SLL. SONS & 
DAVCURTIOAS 
é? 

CAriITaL 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM PINGae © 


APRIL 9 
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DECEMBER 11 
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Christmus 


INFECTED MUSHROOM: 
BACK TO THE OLD SCHOOL 
ASTRIX 
DUTCH 


DECEMBER 28 


NEUROSIS 
BLAST 
YOB 
THE BODY 


DECEMBER 29 


TAINTED LOVE 
DECEMBER 31 * NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER * THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 


FRIDAY! 

DECEMBER ne with JAMIE BOY 
SUB FOCUS 
DELTA HEAVY 


DECEMBER 15 


LUCENT DOSSIER 
EXPERIENCE 
DECEMBER 20 


INFECTED MUSHROOM: 
FUNGUSAMONGUS 
SAVANT 
=] GeV) | fe} 


DECEMBER 27 


THE WARFIELD 


SIMGEFFERIES 


aa ie 


THEAM ING 


ON SALE FRIDAY/AT;1OAM)_ 


DECEMBER}14 


DECEMBER 18 


KMEL HOUSE OF SOUL 
JEREMIH 
MARIO 
SEVYN STREETER 
ADRIAN MARCEL 
NETTA BRIELLE 
SOMO 


DECEMBER 21 


DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS 
CHRISTMAS TOUR 
OLETA ADAMS 
JONATHAN BUTLER 
KEIKO MATSUI 


DECEMBER 22 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


THE BRIAN SETZER 
ORCHESTRA: 
CHRISTMAS ROCKS 
FIREBIRD 
DECEMBER 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE! 


NOFX 
NEW YEAR'S HEAVE 
DILLINGER FOUR 
TEENAGE BOTTLEROCKET 
IMPLANTS 


DECEMBER 31 





FREE BBQ EVERY SAT. & SUN. 





@THEWARFIELD WARFIELD . THEWARFIELD 
@REGENCYBALLROOM REGENCYBALLROOM J) THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
3139 16TH ST. 415-552-5525 @GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF ~. GOLDENVOICESF — 
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Horn Rebellion, Carousel, on the upstairs stage, 
9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Cockblock: The Holiday 
Party,” w/ DJs Niki-C & Natalie Nuxx, 10 p.m., $10. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Frolic: A Celebration 
of Costume & Dance,” w/ resident DJ NeonBunny, 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $8 ($4 
in costume). 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. Frenchy Le Freak, Pheeko 
Dubfunk, Lorentzo, 10 p.m., $20. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna St., S.F. “Back to the 90s," 
Second Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Second Saturdays," w/ 
resident DJ Matt Cali, Second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F. Jake Miller, Action Item, Air 
Dubai, 9 p.m., sold out. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Small Souls, Old Pals, 7 
p.m., $5-$7. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Jordan Singh 
VanderBeek, 7 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. The Shelby Foot 
Three, 9 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. Dark Hollow, 9:30 
p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Belinda Blair, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Josh Jones 
Latin Jazz Ensemble, 8 p.m. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno St., S.F. Madeline 
Eastman & Her Trio, 8 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 


oP! ae eee 
THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IM THE UNIVERS 





IT’S A HOLIDAY TRADITION: SANTA GETS IN FOR FREE! 


A PLUS D- DADA YO MAMA > 


SMASH-UP DERBY 


R.A.1.D. 
RANDOM ACTS OF 
IRREVERENT DANCE 


BASEMENT 


MYSTER C & 
MR. WASHINGTON 


SEX! 
) KEITH KRAFT 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 14 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, GS 2le ws 


WW-allTOeHouns 


$10 SEFORE (0PM BOOTESFCON 


SAP THE LIME! SYS ADVANCE THT © OFLALOUNGE DOW 
WEAR A SANTA HAT, CET A FREE BOOTIE XMAS Co 
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The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Wil Blades & 
Jack Tone Riordan, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

San Francisco Golden Gate Rugby Club: 725 California 
Ave., S.F. S.F. Bal Fest: Treasure Island Hop, 9 a.m., 
$5; S.F. Bal Fest: Aloha Swing Dance, w/ Lavay Smith 
& Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m., $15-$20 ($5 
off with costume). 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. David Byrd 
Group, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., S.F. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Makrd, 
Las Cafeteras, DJ Izzy*wise, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. Orquesta Borinquen, 
DJ Luis Medina, 8 p.m., $15. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Danca Makézu's Kizomba, 
Semba, and African Rhythms Mega Party, 9:30 


TUESDAY DEC 31 


NYE 
VAOR 


FLATBUSH ZOMBIES 
TRAXAMILLION 


9PM |$45-85 | 21+ 
ROTTL SSRN @ MET? ANINESE COM 
__.. BONE THUGS -N- HARMONY 
> PAUL KALNBRENNER (LIVE) 
_. CMAC HOLIDAY PARTY 
WINTER WONDERLAND 
 WYE 2014 DANNY BROWN 
-  BENGA & TWRI 
- .. THE HOOO INTERNET 

- GOLDROOM 
> GARPLLEX 
> SCUBA 
. GON TRUE 
0) POUR TET 
. REBIRTH BRASS BAND 
> SHEARY SOUND SYSTEM 


WE ZI ANIME SE COW 14156 675.6080 
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p.m., $10. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. John 
Calloway and the New Riders of the Clave Maze, 
7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Sheila E. 
Birthday Celebration, 8 & 10 p.m., $39. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Maria Muldaur, 
7:30 &10 p.m., $22. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Bobbie Webb, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Dave Workman, Second Sat- 
urday of every month, 4 p.m.; Delta Wires, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., S.F. Swinging Doors, 
9 p.m., free. 


FUNK 







WED DEC 11 


MODERN MOVES 
DJ OMAR PEREZ 
MOD / DANCE 
(FREE) 


THUR DEC 12 


FOXY 
DJ KIZMIAZ 
FUNK / PSYCHEDELICA 
(a-)45) 


FRI DEC 13 


SMOKE N MIRRORS 
HOLIDAY SOIREE 


CRAZY P (Uk) 
CLIMBERS (MEX) 
SHINY OBJECTS 

LISBONA / TREV CAMPBELL 


SAT DEC 14 


NO WAY BACK 
MUDD (UK) 
FELIX DICKINSON (UK) 
CONAR / SOLAR 


SUN DEC 15 


BLACK MAGIC DISKO 
AT RELOAD SUNDAYS 


MIND AGAINST (DE) 
BRIAN BEJARANO (ES) 
STAR KOMMAND 


MON DEC 16 


MANIC MONDAYS 
DJ MEL LWUN + FRIENDS 
DESTROY ALL GENRES 
(FREE) 


TUES DEC 17 


SOUNDPIECES 
INTERNATIONAL GUEST WEEKLY 
DJ RYURY + DJ DIALS 
ELECTRONIC BEAT & BASS SHOWCASE 


MONARCHSF.COM 
HAPPY HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30PM - 7:30PM 
SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8:00PM - 2:00AM 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


101 6TH ST. SF 


Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. SantaCon Funk Night, 
w/ DJs Gordo Cabeza, Timoteo Gigante, Malachi, 
Senor 0z, Pleasuremaker, Motion Potion, and 
Phieck, 6 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Wicked Mercies, 
Kelly Rock, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


SUNDAY 12/15 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. San Francisco 
Rock Project's 2013 Festive Festival of Bands, 
5:30 p.m., $10+. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Little Claw, Death 
Valley Girls, SFPD, 8:30 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


FRIDAYS 


$4 SHOCKTOP_ 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


4 POOL TABLES ¢ BEER PONG 


30 BEERS ON TAP 
NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


PARK FF 


"JUST OFF 19TH AVE | 7 CAMBON DR 
415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 


Shee Sarkside 
FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 


OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


9PM - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13TH - $12 





9PM - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH - $18/$20 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Dub Mission,” w/ 
Timoteo Gigante, DJ Sep, J-Boogie, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F. “Elements of House,” 
w/ Mozaic, David Gregory, Dan Sherman, 10 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Stamina,” w/ Bachelors of 
Science, Jamal, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Sweater Funk,” 
10 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Paul Kalkbrenner, Bells & 
Whistles, 7:30 p.m., $20-$30. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. “Black Magic Disko,” w/ 
Mind Against, Brian Bejarano, Star Kommand, 9 
p.m., $10-$15. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. DJ Marc deVas- 
concelos, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. A Very Shut-Ins 


Boy in Man Clothes 





JONATHAN 
RICHMAN 


8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
12, at Great American 
Music Hall. $16; 
slimspresents.com. 


Jonathan Richman created the 
Modern Lovers, a band inspired 
by the Velvet Underground, in 
1970. Before their long-awaited 
album (produced by John Cale) 
was released, Richman had al- 
ready moved on. Disillusioned 
by the negativity he heard in 
rock music, he started playing in 
a folky, acoustic style, concen- 
trating on songs that celebrated 
the calmer, more positive as- 
pects of life. The childlike sim- 
plicity of his music and his goofy, 
positive attitude has won hima 
large, loyal following. His ap- 
pearance as the singing narra- 
tor/Greek chorus in the 1998 
Farrelly Brothers film There's 
Something About Mary intro- 
duced him to a wider audience, 
but he never cashed in on his 
temporary A-list celebrity. At 61, 
he continues on his own sunny, 
eccentric path, performing with 
an effortlessly brilliant opti- 
mism that makes first-time lis- 
teners lifelong fans. J. Poet 
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Xmas, 6 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Her Electric Fur, El Joe 
of the River, Axel Mansoor, Sean Simerly, 8 p.m., $7. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp St., S.F. Misner & Smith, 
Justin Farren, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, S.F. Bernal 
Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Seisidn with John 
Sherry & Kyle Thayer, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. The Emergency Ensemble, 
8 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. The Cottontails, Third 
Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Lavay Smith & 
Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

San Francisco Golden Gate Rugby Club: 725 California 
Ave., S.F. S.F. Bal Fest: Prohibition Party Swing 
Dance, w/ The Kally Price Trio, 7 p.m., $15-$20 ($5 
off with costume). 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Lisa Lindsley, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, S.F. “Hot Bachata 
Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 ($18-$25 
with dance lessons). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Brazil & Beyond,” 
6:30 p.m.., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, S.F. 
“The Flamenco Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. Titan Ups, Franco 
Nero, The Tritonics, 7:30 p.m., $8. 


BLUES 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. HowellDevine, Third 
Sunday of every month, 8:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; 
Spencer Jarrett, 9:30 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, S.F. Sunday Blues Jam with Ed 
Ivey, 9 p.m. 


MONDAY 12/16 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Midlake, Sarah 
Jaffe, 7:30 p.m., $12-$14. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., S.F. “Death Guild,” 18+ 
dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite 
and Richie Panic, 9 p.m.., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. ‘“Vienetta Disco- 
theque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert Jeffrey, 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Windy Hill, Third Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Congregation Sherith Israel: 2266 California, S.F. 
Andrew Bird Gezelligheid, Tift Merritt, Dec. 16-17, 
8 p.m., $45. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. The Highway Poets, The 
New Thoreaus, 9 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Open Mic with Brendan 
Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “Sad Bastard 
Club,” Third Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Eugene Pliner 


STARTING DECEMBER I2TH 
EVERY 2NO THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
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GARDEN OF EDEN presents 


THURSDA 


CASH PRIZE 
WINNER TAKE ALL 
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DECEMBER 31st 2013 
DOORS AT 9PM - 21+ EVENT 


PREMIUM OPEN BAR 


WORLD CLASS LIGHTING, 
VIDEO, SOUND PRODUCTION 






The Fifth Annual 


STREETS OF SF 


4 N } E MOBYNYE.COM 


$10 off with code: SFW10 


*Jimited quantity available 


TOP RANKED NYE BY: 
VICE, ROLLING STONE, 
HUFFINGTON POST, DJ MAG 


“BEST EVENT IN SAN FRANCISCO” 
- CALIFORNIA MUSIC AND CULTURE ASSOCIATION 




















“| have a choice, and | choose CCHP.” 


Now you can choose us in Covered California, too! 


Many families like yours consistently choose us. That’s because CCHP is a local, quality, 
affordable healthcare plan that has been serving our community for many years. 






CCHP is now offered through Covered California. To find out how you can get 
a plan that fits your needs and see if you qualify for financial help, 


Call 1-888-276-1320 
Visit www.cchphmo.com/CoveredCA 


° 
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CCHP Is a proud partner of Covered California™ 
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Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

The Union Room at Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, 
S.F. The Session: A Monday Night Jazz Series, pro 
jazz jam with Mike Olmos, 7:30 p.m., $12. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Nora Maki, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Havana 
Reunion with Jimmy Branly, Carlitos del Puerto, 
and Ivan “Melon” Lewis, 8 p.m., $24. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Skylarking,” w/ I& 
Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘‘M.0.M. (Mo- 
town on Mondays),’” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 12/17 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Warm Soda, The 
Herms, POW!, 9 p.m., $12. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. Eric Himan, Zbornak, 9 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Dispel, Midnight Sons, 
King Kong Zilla, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Shadowhouse, 
Crimson Scarlet, 2084, Gone to Ground, DJ Laur- 
gactyl, 9:30 p.m., $7. 

Slim's: 333 ith St., S.F. Pere Ubu, 8 p.m., $16. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “High Fantasy," 
w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 


Fresh Gloom 


KING KRULE 


8 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 16 and 17, at the 
Independent. Advance tickets sold out; theindependentsf.com. 


Monarch: 101 6th St., S.F. ““Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., 
free-$10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot 
& Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Shelter,” 10 
p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. ‘'S.F. 
Connects,” w/ Children of the Funk, Telli Prego, 
Heat, Big Vic, Shark Sinatra, Cole, Jedi, Dreidel, 
8 p.m., $5-$8. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Songwriter in 
Residence: Kate Kilbane, 7 p.m. continues through 
Dec. 31. 

Congregation Sherith Israel: 2266 California, S.F. 
Andrew Bird Gezelligheid, Tift Merritt, Dec. 16-17, 
8 p.m., $45. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Seisidn with Autumn 
Rhodes, Pat O'Donnell, and Sean O'Donnell, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F. “Tuesday Night Jump,” 
w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Tommy Igoe 
Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Brenda Reed, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. ‘Descarga S.F.,"" w/ 
DJs Hong & Good Sho, 8 p.m., $12. 

The Cosmo Bar & Lounge: 440 Broadway, S.F. “Conga 
Tuesdays,” 8 p.m., $7-$10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Porreta!,’ all night forro 
party with DJs Carioca & Lucio K, Third Tuesday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $7. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., S.F. “Underground Nomads," w/ 
rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 


Jamie James Medina 


Archy Marshall is only 19 years old, but as King Krule, the singer-songwriter 
expresses a kind of cloud-ridden doom that sounds a decade or so beyond his 
age. Otherwise known as Zoo Kid and Edgar the Beatmaker, the extraordi- 
narily promising London artist has been making music since age 8 and rising 
in the indie underground since 2011. In August, Marshall made his full- 
length debut with 6 Feet Beneath the Moon, a deep-end swim through suicide, 
troubled romance, and other morose themes that uses folk, dubstep, trip- 
hop, and soul as buoys en route. Mixing vocal traits of Billy Bragg and Ian 
Curtis, Marshall's imprecise brand of talk-singing involves awkwardly 
stretching syllables as if they’re pieces of cheap bubblegum. But maturing 
better not deter him from exposing faults and wounds with a fearless sense 
of experimentation — that’s exactly what makes him special. Reyan Ali 
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Ticket Stub from any SF NYE Party! 
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All packages include open bar 9pm-12:30am 
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Single admission, open bar 


SILVER PACKAGE $300 


2 admissions, Moet Brut, reserved seating 


CO RB ANG CNC aun i618 


2 admissions, Moet Rose, reserved seating 


PLATINUM PACKAGE $500 


2 admissions, Dom Perignon, VIP Table 


SS eee 


Midnight Countdown 
Champagne Toast 
Party Favors 


Open Afterhours til 4am 
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LARRY FLYNT'S 


‘Bimtess 


mieron eS N WLUDB. 


31 Kearny » 415+ 
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Try it Free! 
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Astra icersr? 


BY DAN SAVAGE 


I'ma straight woman who loves my boyfriend, but sex 
isn't a priority for me. His sex drive, on the other hand, is 
ridiculous. He gets very upset when I don’t have sex with 
him and accuses me of not being interested in him any- 
more, which isn’t the case. Ijust can't fuck on demand! 
Most people would probably say that my boyfriend is an 
insensitive asshole for pressuring me for sex. Except this 
was a switcheroo exercise: I, the girlfriend, want more 
sex. He, my boyfriend, doesn't see sex as a priority. When 
we first started dating, we had sex every day — it was in- 
credible — but around the four-month mark, something 
changed. I’ve had to beg for it ever since — and Imean 
beg. I give him space, I take care of things on my own for 
as longasI can, and right around the time when I feel my- 
self start to get really anxious, I ask for sex. And lam re- 
jected. Only whenImso hurt that I'm literally sobbing on 
the floor is he suddenly interested in having sex with me. 
Right then, right there. It happens about twice a month. I 
don’t know what to do. I love him so much and would be a 
fool to leave him. Other than the sex, everything is won- 
derful. He is the best and most thoughtful boyfriend ever, 
but he says he likes being the one who's controlling the 
sex. Maybe Iam just being a colossal asshole? My prob- 
lem sounds mundane, I know, but it's killing me. 
Sexless And Depressed 


Sorry, SAD, but relationship graveyards around the 
world are crowded with tombstones that read, “Ev- 
erything was great... other than the sex.” 

And this isn’t your mundane, run-of-the-mill 
mismatched libido problem, which is bad enough. 
(And, as I’ve written until my fingers are bleed- 
ing, reason enough to end a relationship.) You're 
dating a guy who can get it up only when he sees 
his girlfriend sobbing on the floor — that’s appar- 
ently what it takes to make his dick hard — and 
this sobbing-on-the-floor shit goes down twice a 
month. I can only conclude that this is how your 
boyfriend likes it, SAD. He’s turned on only when 
you re not just miserable but pushed past the 
breaking point. 

DTMFA. 

Frequency is not a problem that improves with 
time, SAD. A boyfriend who wants sex only twice 
a month at four months into a relationship — and 
then only when his girlfriend is sobbing — won't 
want sex once a week five or ten years in. You 
know what else doesn’t improve with time? As- 
sholery. I promise you that the “wonderful” and 
“thoughtful” will diminish as the years fly by, and 
the emotionally abusive games that cause you so 
much pain will metastasize, spreading from your 
sex life to other areas of your life. The more dif- 
ficult extricating yourself from this relationship 
becomes, SAD, the less wonderful and thoughtful 
he’ll become. 

End it now. 


T recently ended things with a guy I liked because he 
wanted to stop using condoms, but he balked when I 
said we should both get tested for sexually transmitted 
infections. He said he felt I didn’t trust him. I tried to 
explain that trust has nothing to do with it, and that if 
he didn’t care whether I felt safe, I shouldn't trust him. 
That was the end of it. 'm not seeing this guy any- 
more. But what do you say to someone who conflates a 
request for STI testing with a lack of trust? 

Seeking Truthful Insight 


”? 


“Bye. 


My husband and I have been married for 20 years, and 
we both also share our lives with additional partners. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Rather than spend a lot of time dishing about who and 
how we love — and how fortunate we feel! — Id like to 
get right to my plea for support. I want freedom. I want 
the freedom in my life that I've always wanted for you, 
Dan: to be able to live and love and talk about your actual 
life without being afraid that it could cost you your job, 
your kids, your family. Having to live in the closet is diffi- 
cult. cannot say that it is as difficult for us as it is for 
someone who is LGBT. I did not know I was “poly” as a 
kid. Inever felt like I didn't fit in for that reason growing 
up — and I agree with you that this is a relationship 
structure rather than a sexual orientation. But it doesn’t 
matter. I think we should ask ourselves if we stand for the 
same things and if we can become part of amovement 
toward freedom and equality for everyone, even if some 
of the ways we live and love are choices and some are not. 
The progress we have made together toward a more tol- 
erant world for gay people gives me hope that we could be 
next. I don't think you are the emperor of acronyms, Dan, 
but you should be, and that is why Iam starting with 
you. So can we be added to the acronym, please? Perhaps 
we can honor the differences between our experience and 
the LGBT experience with an ampersand. What do you 
think of LGBT&P? 

Privately Polyamorous Person 


You haven't been keeping up, PPP. We are no longer 
the LGBT community. We are the LGBTQLFTSQIA 
community, aka the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, 
queer, leather/fetish, two-spirit, questioning, inter- 
sex, and asexual community/communities. I don’t 
see why we can't slap a “P” onto the end of our acro- 
nym, so say it with me now: “I’m proud to bea mem- 
ber of the LGBTQLFTSQIAP community/ 
communities!” 

But I have to draw the line at the ampersand. 
Because if we give poly folks a punctuation mark, 
PPP then soon everybody is gonna want a punctu- 
ation mark, and our ever-metastasizing acronym is 
an unwieldy, sprawling enough mess already. So no 
special punctuation mark rights for you guys, PPP. 

And why should poly folks be held at arm’s 
length with an ampersand? Because most poly 
folks are straight? Lots of leather/fetish folks are 
straight, and they're covered in the acronym. Lots 
of trans men and trans women are straight, and 
they’re covered. David Jay, founder of the Asexual 
Visibility and Education Network, “is in a romantic 
relationship with an asexual girlfriend and hopes 
to adopt a child,” according to his Wiki page, and 
he’s covered. If the Ts and LFs and As aren't being 
held with a pair of punctuational tongs, PPP, why 
should poly folks be? You're a sexual minority, too, 
and poly people sometimes face discrimination, 
bigotry, and oppression. So welcome to the club, 
PPP. Congrats! 

And here’s the best part of putting poly folks in 
the acronym: It brings us one step closer to seizing 
control of the entire alphabet. While religious con- 
servatives are fighting a losing battle to “take back 
the rainbow” from the gays — a movement led by 
a fundamentalist preacher in Washington State 
— we've been making off with the alphabet one 
letter at a time. Pretty soon, angry religious con- 
servatives will have to post their hateful screeds 
in hieroglyphics because using the alphabet will be 
just as gay as putting a rainbow bumper sticker on 
your car. 

So... gee... maybe I ought to let you have your 
ampersand. Why not steal punctuation marks 
from the haters, too? 


On the Savage Lovecast, hear the tale of a college 
slut-shaming intervention: savagelovecast.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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QuestChat’ 


510.343.1111 


oF) Eile! 


Santa Rosa 707.583.1111 


Fi™ questchat.com 





NORTH 
AMERICA’S 


BUSIEST 
CHAT LINE 





415.829.1171 Ee 


San Jose 408.514.0099 
other cities 1.888.257.5757 


$25/50min 
1.900.484.2525 
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More local numbers: 1.800.777.8000 
Ahora en Espanol /18+ 


Windows Phone », Google play 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


415%621°7406_ 


BARBARA — 


‘to)break the rules? 
Now/vor Never! y 


Se ans Pxual 
with 7/1\/2” Barbara. 











Exquisite Sensual Experience 


Relax & Enjoy U h li » 
Bampetna! eth Sweet Sus Got Kink? 
FOnHeae ce Pea Let's Play! 
Discreet INCALL By Lake Merritt 
Angela (510)677-2388 fantasymakers.com 
All Fetishes, 
No Sex. 


Blissful Oakland Retreat! 





Where Local Girls Go Wild! Hot, 
Live, Real, Discreet! Uncensored 
live 1-on-1 HOT phone Chat. Calls 
in YOUR city! Try FREE! Call 1-800- 
261-4097 (AAN CAN) 


Feel the Vibe! Hot Black Chat. 
Urban women and men ready 

to MAKE THE CONNECTION. Call 
singles in your area! Try FREE! Call 
1-800-305-9164 (AAN CAN) 


Curious About Men? Talk 
discreetly with men like you! Try 
FREE! Call 1-888-779-2789 Call Ally at 
www.guyspy.com (AAN CAN) 650-630-3815 


(510) 234-7887 























SWEET & PETITE 


For a Great Massage, 








MARISLIWE 







. COURTESY, 


[ nexrDock J} 


other cities 1.877.510.3344 hardlinechat.com 


INTERRACIAL-KINK 


A Swinger Party 
Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 


25-GUY GANGBANG 
FRI. 12/13 W/ ERIKA 


Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles are 
WVZeylexe)a ats) 

to attend. 


(925) 695.11008 
re Jose 


(408)13 314.1717 


FREE to listen & reply to ads! 
FREE CODE: SF Weekly 


For other local numbers call: 


1-888-MegaMates 


247 Cesveeew Cae 1-008-864-0528 1 SUIS PC LLC 24T4 
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OAMAIORM 
266 Sutter (Sth Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 


OPEN (415)345-9793 Full Body Massage 
7 DAYS 2558 GEARY BLVD Fresh & Clean Location 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 
BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 


SE CA 94115 Al 5-658-7886 
NudANG 


HEALTH CENTER 


~* MASSAGE 


CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 
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- beautiful, friendly Asian 





CEO MASSAGE 


RUMBODYAMASSANGE 
SABE AUT RUIREIRIS 


130 Bush Street, 6th FI. 


40am-12pm 


410-421-2286 
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Day Spa 
Body Scrub: 


38 


Massage: 


415-668-6299 
2501 CLEMENT ST (AT 26TH AVE) SF 94121 
MON-SUN 10-9 


r-Ouality Asian Message 
a5; Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 


Sigs Private Garage Parking 


JK MASSAGE THERAPY 


GRAND 
OPENING 


Professional ~_ 
Chinese 
Girls 


1927 Ocean Ave in SF = 
415-585-6188 
Bring in Ad for °10 Discount 


ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60 minutes'Awesome 
Full Body/Massage; Not,45/0r,55 


spd oY-Yat-Valr-Meolt mm Olalte [ULM mlelirem Colate 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St. /30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 











Meet Shirley, CMT 
6 Years Experience | 











940 Bush Street, pe CA 94109 a 367- 8825 
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GRAND OPENING 
Foot Massage: $19.99/hr 
Full Body Massage 
FREE Sauna 

Table Shower Available 


415-759-8577 

2450 Taraval St (SF) 

(FREE PARKING) 

*Bring Ad in for $5 Discount 


STARLIGHT SPA 
7 


ou'll enjoy our private rooms - 
and stress-free environment! . 


HOT TUB BATHS 
MEDIBEADS THERAPY 
WRAPS <<} cS 
So, come and unwind! 
Pamper yourself! 


HOT TOWELS 

CHROMO THERAR 
450B JONES ST (CROSS ST. O'FARRELL ST) 
10AM TO LATE NIGHT ¢ 415-817-1293 





80 SOUND a 


EMPIRE 
HEALTH 
CLUB 


‘Open 7 Days a Week 
10am - midnight 
= = & 
Visa/MasterCard/ 
Discover accepted 


Many Beautiful Asian 
- Girls to Choose From 





” Now Hiring Masseuses 
With Permits 


428 O’Farrell St. @ Taylor 
Clete tlic meCicomrieerlilaree) 


415-441-4133 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 








* Pain Relief and Relaxation 
° Friendly © Certified 
Professional Masseuses 
~~ ° Quiet Place with 
_ Private Room 


: ~£ Free Steam & Shower 
' °* Foot Massage 
— ¢ Body Massage 


4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 
San Francisco 
(415) 379-9888 


COME FOR THE BEST 
IN RELAXATION 
931 KEARNY @ COLUMBUS 


119.379.7202 










BRAZILIAN 
WAXING 





OPH & SALON 
650-755-2823 


7345 MISSION ST-DALY CITY 
BETWEEN SAN PEDRO @ CASTLE 


Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage 


a 


2068 Mission St. 2nd ido ~ 
415-552-6800 9am-9pm 
b/t 16th/17th near 16th St. Bart 
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HOTEL SECURITY JOBS _ 
Up to $18/ hr. Six day training 
and FREE job placement 


assistance. Many positions 
available. 

CSI Security -- North 
(415) 391-3596 


AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 
Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assis- 
tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN) 








THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley 
Road, Houston, Texas 77099. Train 
for a new career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. *NDT/ 
Weld Inspector. Job Placement 
Assistance. Financial aid avail for 
those who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





Looking for a Fresh Start and $$$ 
for the Holidays?! Embrace a NEW 
and REWARDING Opportunity in 
the Largest Industry Paid Weekly, 
Multiple Bonus Programs and 
Growth Opportunity. Earn up 

to $1200/wk. Training Available 
for Those Willing to Learn and 
Interact with People. 

Call San Fran 415-645-6479 

San Bruno 650-238-5404 






SFWEEKLY.COM 





Cravylorse-SF.com 
880 MARKET SI. 





EARN $500 A DAY. Airbrush & 
Media Makeup Artists For: Ads 

- TV - Film - Fashion Train & Build 
Portfolio in 1 week. www.Award- 
MakeupSchool.com (AAN CAN) 





Help Wanted! make extra money 

in our free ever popular home- 

mailer program, includes valuable 

guidebook! Start immediately! 

Genuine! 1-888-292-1120 www. 

mene (AAN 
AN) 





‘Paid in Advance!! Make up to 
$1000 a week mailing brochures 
from home! Helping home 
workers since 2001! Genuine 
opportunity! No experience 


required. Start immediately! www. 


process-brochures.com 
(AAN CAN) 





PERSONAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANT 
NEEDED Must be computer 
competent & have dependable 
transportation. Email resumes to 
alexbelirn@gmail.com or call 
786-373-6143 for more info. 





BUY VIAGRA 100MG, CIALIS 
20mg.40 Pills +4 Free, $99.00 
Discreet shipping, Save $500 now! 
1-877-595-1022 





Men’s Lifestyle Medications. FDA 
Approved - USA Pharmacies. Re- 
mote TeleMedicine Physician. Safe 
- Secure - Discreet. Calls Taken 7 
days per week Call ViaMedic: 
888-786-0945 Trusted Since 

1998 (AAN CAN) 





FREE SHIPPING on all orders. High 
quality Physicians Choice Diabetic 
Socks at a fair price. Please go to 
my ebay store: dansdiabeticsocks 
for Diabetic, Athletic, Womens, 
Work Boot, Thermal, Over The Calf 
Socks and more. 





CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. 
We Come to You! Call for Instant 
Offer. 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN) 








PERSONAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANT 
NEEDED Must be computer 
competent & have dependable 
transportation. Email resumes to 
alexbelirn@gmail.com or call 
786-373-6143 for more info. 





HAULING 24/7 


Remove carpet, appliances, 
sofas, concrete. Lg. Truck 
BILL 415-441-1054 





WANTS TO purchase minerals and 
other oil & gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
Co 80201 








PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. 
Choose adoptive family of your 
choice. Call 24/7. 877-362-2401 
(AAN CAN) 












KOKO IMAI) LLVAWAY (ERXOUL 


San Francisco Eviction Defense 


22 Battery St., Ste. 610, 





PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/In- 
diana (AAN CAN) 


San Francisco, CA 94111 
Tel: (415) 318-5709 


www.SF fenant.com 


WE ADVISE TENANTS OF THEIR RIGHTS, 
FIGHT EVICTION AND RECOVER DAMAGES 
FOR LACK OF REPAIRS AND HEAT, 





































NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL- 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE. Date 


of Filing Application: December 2, 


2013. To Whom It May Concern: 
The name of the applicant 

is: GOLDEN GATE PARK GOLF 
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION. The 
applicant listed above is applying 
to The Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: FULTON AVE. & 
47TH AVE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94121. Type of Licenses Ap- 

plied for: 40- ON-SALE BEER 

Dec. 11, 2013. 


Se 


SERVICES 


HARASSMENT, PRESSURE TO MOVE, ILLEGAL 
UNITS, OMIS AND OTHER WRONGFUL ACTS 


ENA WNN |) Re) 51D SoH 5 31 O10) \ S10] MW LO) NE 
MARK@SFTENANT.COM 



























SAN FRANCISCO 
415-771-6259 
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EMPLOYMENT ADULT DECEMBER 11-17, 2013 


praid it up 


ALL HAIR TYPES & TEXTURES WELCOME 


HAIR BRAIDING 
WEAVES 
DREADLOCKS 
NATURAL HAIR 
HAIR EXTENSIONS 


@ SF BAY AREA/AFRICAN 
HAIR BRAIDING 


415 378 4413 

256 TAYLOR STREET SF 

(AT TAYLOR & ELLIS STREET ) 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 
Call Dean L. Woerner 

415-550-8799 

www.sanfranbk.com 





GOT KINK? LET’S PLAY! 
www.fantasymakers.com 

All Fetishes, No Sex. 

(510) 234-7887 








HOTEL SECURITY JOBS 
Up to $18/ hr. Six day training and FREE 


job placement assistance. Many positions 


available. 
CSI Security - North 
(415) 391-3596 





MASSAGE 


I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. 
Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenings. 


Incall/Outcall 415-435-7526 





SWEET & PETITE 


For a Great Massage, 
Call Ally at 


650-630-3815 


or-Tailils Mice) mel ti mereyiiliiliiiiiay 
one patient at a time. 


2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
TTAYVAY YM aah’ae) ole Mere) an 





Meensec] ecical[Doctorstareynroyicing) 


Priceless 


_ Renewals 


. 
li > See 


then ZANh7 


e #1 MostiTrusted Evaluation Center 


e ( : beeen 
HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards) = 


¢\Walk-Ins\Welcome' 


4155796-225 


a! 


Evaluations 


New/Patients) = 


Suen 4 Wey 
Ae ‘a OS 


m= WE MATCH ALL 

= LOCAL COMP PRICES 

= **must bring proofof — 
= to match to visit 


fee Mon-Sun 
f See iiam-7pm 
| Limited Time Offer. 
Valid with presentation of, coupon. 
= Re —__—, s - 
Coupon not accepted for priority appointments. 


www.PriceLessEvaluations.com 


EXPIRES 12/31/13 
Grieg Ad* ? per 


2635 Telegraph Ave. #100 
Mon — Sat) |Can -Gpn 
510-832-5000 
Caklandvier juaneCerrier com 


We Will Match 
ANY Local 
Competitor's 
Price. 


Walk-Ins Welcome. 


San Jose 
195K. 4th St. Seite 0068 


Sewer & we i 2 emer 


Moni — Sat: tham-7pre * Sun 12-5 
468-998-0980 


5.420 com 


843 HOWARD ST. 
SF, CA 94103 


IST TIME PATIENTS 
RECEIVE A PRE-HOLLED 


(415) 541-9590 
greendoors!.com 


The Gree Door Collective is lceneeo and fagulated by ihe San Pranciego Department of Heakh and tee Site of 
Caltenia Onl) patente with curent werfiatle Goctoe poeectipeine ard a valid CA ID will fe aceite 


"\Colalm com lanl econ d-Mal-Mielavedilolame)m cele 


BIRVAMIIN| SA BOD at the same time? 


PARTICIPANTS WANTED FOR THE BINGO STUDY! 
YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IF YOU: 


e Are between the ages of 60-80 
e In general good health with little daily physical activity 
¢ Have no history of a neurological disorder 


Participate in a 12-week Exercise Program proven to improve 
balance, strength, and agility with older adults while evaluating 
neural and cognitive outcomes associated with aging using 
brain imaging and pen/paper assessments. 


This is a collaborative research study between the University of 
San Francisco and the University of California, San Francisco. 


(415) 422-6105 or Bingo.Study@gmail.com 





Compassionate 


Wellness Counseling 
> 


thecnet® 


¢ Real Doctors - Real Care 
¢ Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 
* Quality ID Cards 
¢ 24/7 Safe Verification 
Led by WE MATCH ANY 
Hanya Barth, M.D. LOCAL PRICE! 
>» wWww.GREEN215.com 
1 (877) PROP-215 
< 1 (877) 776-7215 
Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 
(1200 Howard St @ 8th St) 


TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos 
Huge Body Jewelry Selection * Open 7 Days a Week 
Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight *** Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 









ROCKER REHEARSAL 
Rehearsal Space 

32 New Studios. 

24 Hour Lockout. 

Safe. Affordable. 

On Site Security 

415-518-3357 
rockerrehearsal.com 





CHEAP HAUL 
Clean Up, Garage, Yard, 
Dem, Light Move. 

Lic # 29572 

(650) 583-6700 





TIRED OF WORKING 
RETAIL THIS 


HOLIDAY SEASON?! 


Publicly Traded Company 
has Immediate Openings 
We Train You 

Training Bonus Offered 

$17 hr/avg Starting AND UP 
Call Today, 

Start Tomorrow 

San Fran 415-645-6479 
San Bruno 650-238-5404 





REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 
SHASTA COUNTY 


1 Acre, trees, view, dirt rd. $1900 Down, 
$398.4/mo ($35,900 cash price). Also 2 
acres, unpaved rd, owner (owc) 
530-605-8857/707-4.65-0222 


